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By JAMES CREELMAN.* 


OR nearly a year two millions of 
American workingmen have been 
out of employment. 

All through these bitter months 
of undeserved idleness the country has 
been singulary free from public disorders. 

The toilers have borne their sufferings 
with a patriotic patience that shames the 
great financial gamblers whose reckless 
greed strained the money and credit re- 
sources of the continent, arrested industry 
and produced want in a time of rich har- 
vests and world-wide peace. 


Yet, in spite of all this, it is whispered in 
the throne-rooms of finance and industry 
that the workingmen of America, however 
sound, reasonable and patriotic individ- 
ually, are collectively a menace to order 
and progress; and that today organized 
iabor seeks to limit or destroy the power of 
the courts of justice so that it may freely 
and fearlessly make war upon private 
property. 

Mr. Gompers, Mr. Mitchell and the other 
spokesmen of organized labor, who point to 
the constructive and peace-making record 
of the millions they represent, and ask the 
country to save them from being cast back 


into the old ways of secret methods and 
unrelenting warfare, are denounced as 
blatherskites and professional trouble 
makers, who approach the altars of civiliza- 
tion blowing rams’ horns of barbarism, 
with malice, treason, pillage and murder 
in their souls. 

Nor can their patient and unceasing pro- 
testations of obedience to the law and the 
courts, whatever injustice may be done, 
avail against this pitiless, unreasoning and 
ceaseless abuse. 

It is the most interesting and dramatic 
thing in the whole scene of political and 
social convulsion that attends the struggle 
for control of the national government, the 
very tide-rip of the most powerful forces in 
the land. 


How the orators of all parties praise the 
workingman in this year of political hu- 
mility and expectation! How they thunder 
against his enemies and promise vague re- 
dress! How the presidential candidates 
and the myriad seekers for office smile and 
smirk, aye, and sometimes grovel in the 
dust, before the toiler who has a vote! 

For with that pencil point wherewith he 
marks his ballot the American workingman 
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may smite parties and governments, rewrite 
the laws and change the course of history. 
And it is only because all workingmen do 
not think alike that this power is not 
omnipotent in the United States. 

Never in the history of the country has 
organized labor appeared before the Ameri- 
can people with such a voice of anger and 
complaint as that which now declares that 
the courts have deliberately invaded the 
personal liberties of workingmen, have 
stripped them of their only peaceable means 
of protecting and advancing their interests, 
and have left them, disarmed and helpless, 
at the mercy of a vast, impersonal indus- 
trial system from which all the human ele- 
ment that has governed the relations of 
master and man in the past is swiftly dis- 


appearing. 


It is a terrific problem that the Supreme 
Court of the United States has raised in its 
decision that the boycott attempted by the 
organized hatters is a conspiracy in restraint 
of trade, for which the conspirators may be 
sued for damages and punished by a fine or 
imprisonment—a problem from which even 


Congress shrank on the verge of a presiden- 
tial election. 

And with that goes its twin issue, the de- 
mand for a modification of the process of 
injunction in labor disputes, on the theory 
that it is being used by the courts to paralyze 
organized labor by suspending the ordinary 
laws and subjecting a striking workingman 
to arbitrary punishmentatthe willof asingle 
judge without trial by jury or the right of 
appeal. 

This outcry of organized labor against the 
abuse of the writ of injunction was solemnly 
repeated to Congress in January by President 
Roosevelt himself in these words : 

There is no question in my mind that it has some- 
times been used heedlessly and unjustly, and that 
some of the injunctions issued inflict grave and, 
occasionally, irreparable wrong upon those en- 
joined. 

It is all wrong to use the injunction to prevent 
the entirely proper and legitimate actions of labor 
organizations in their struggle for industrial bet- 
terment, or under the guise of protecting property 
rights unwarrantably to invade the fundamental 
rights of the individual. 

Two millions of organized workingmen 
speak through Samuel Gompers, president 
of the American Federation of Labor. 

This vast organization includes 118 
national and international unions, divided 
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up into about twenty-seven thousand |ocal 
unions. 

These organizations have spent more than 
$100,000,000 in a little more than a quarter 
of a century and have on hand now in 
their treasuries an aggregate of perhaps 
$20,000,000. 

There are about a million workingmen 
organized in the six great railway brothier- 
hoods. These are not members of the 
American Federation of Labor, but they 
are equally opposed to limitations of the 
right to strike or boycott and equally in- 
sistent that the writ of injunction shall 
not be used as a mere strike-breaking 
weapon. 


Samuel Gompers was born in London 
58 years ago and came to America at the 
age of 13 years, having already worked 
at that tender age for two years by 
his father’s side in acigar factory. His 
grandfather was a calico printer in Holland. 
His father was a poor man with a large 
family, and all had to struggle to live. 

Yet the boy who toiled for years in a 
factory before his milk teeth were shed was 
in time to lead and speak for 2,000,000 or- 
ganized toilers, lecture in Harvard, Cornell, 
Michigan, Wisconsin and other universities, 
discuss industrial war and peace with the 
greatest corporations in the world, parley 
with and advise the President of the United 
States, the governors of states and the 
leaders of Congress, serve as vice-presi- 
dent of the National Civic Federation, 
win victory after victory for organized 
labor and crushingly repel the attempts of 
socialism to capture and pervert the main 
body of trades unionism. 

‘*T will say this,’’ said President Roose- 
velt a few weeks ago, ‘‘that, as President 
of the United States, I have had less trouble 
with Mr. Gompers and organized labor tlian 
I have had with Mr. Parry, Mr. Van Cleave 
and the National Association of Mavnu- 
facturers. I have not been able to agree 
with some of the extreme demands of or- 
ganized labor, but its representatives h:ve 
been less intolerant and less violent tian 
their opponents.’’ 


The nine black-robed judges agzeinst 
whose decrees presidents, congresses and 
states are powerless had ceased their la ors 
for the summer, and the national legis|a‘ors 
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had dispersed from Washington when I 
called upon Mr. Gompers at the head- 
quarters of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

It is a plain substantial Washington 
building with rows of elms and sycamores 
stretching along the street in front of it. 
Here the main plans of organized labor are 
worked out. Each trade organization is 
supreme in its own field. The Federation 
is simply a national organization that serves 
the whole. 

Mr. Gompers sat at a great flat-topped 
desk, piled with books and papers. The 
walls were covered with pictures of labor 
leaders in all parts of the country; medals 
and diplomas won by the Federation in 
public expositions; and a copy of the 
Declaration of Independence was hung in 
aconspicuous place. Through a window 
could be seen the trailing green of a grape 
arbor next door. 

The master of the scene wore a square 
black silk cap and a black alpaca jacket. 
He had passed the previous day in a 
national conference of labor leaders called 
to consider what should be done to restore 
to organized labor the powers stricken from 
its hands by the decision of the Supreme 
Court of the United States iu the Danbury 
Hatters’ case. 

He was pale, and there were dark shadows 
under his eyes. Yet his hazel eyes glowed 
with enthusiasm. He was jovial, almost 
merry. 

For all the quiet of that room, the distant 
clicking of batteries of typewriters was 
eloquent of messages to all parts of the 
continent from the central conclave. Or- 
ganized labor had decided to go into 
national politics to win its rights. 

“The gravest question that has ever 
confronted the workingmen of America,’’ 
said Mr. Gompers, ‘‘ is presented this vear 
in the decision of the Supreme Court of 
the 'Jnited States which puts organized 
labor in the class of ordinary corporations 
by declaring the boycott of the United 
Hatters of North America against Loewe 
& Company, hat manufacturers of Dan- 
bury, to be an illegal conspiracy and that 
the attempt to secure an agreement union- 
izing the shops was an attempt to promote 
a conspiracy in restraint of trade, punish- 
able under the Sherman anti-trust law. 

“Speaking for two millions of organized 
American workingmen, and with a full ap- 
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preciation of my words, I have no hesita- 
tion in saying that this is the most sweep- 
ing, far-reaching and dangerous decision 
ever made by the Supreme Court. There 
is nothing else in American history to com- 
pare with it. Unless Congress makes some 
change in the situation, under pressure 
from the people at large, this decision, 
which attempts to treat voluntary associa- 
tions of workingmen as trusts, and to in- 
vade personal liberty by treating human 
labor, which is inseparable from human 
beings, as mere property, not to be distin- 
guished from chattels—this amazing and 
unexpected decision, utterly at variance 
with the whole economic life and thought 
of the nation, and distinctly medizval in 
instinct, will set back the cause of Ameri- 
can workingmen perhaps a hundred years.”’ 

Mr. Gompers locked his hands over ove 
knee and drew his brawsdown. He seemed 
to be terribly in earnest. 

‘* It has been said that we denounce the 
courts. Our enemies also try to convey 
the idea that we seek the privilege of vio- 
lating laws to which others must submit, 
that we aim at the privilege of vio- 
lence. 

Nothing could be falser. No man will be 
guilty of such calumny who understands 
the workingmen of this country. 

‘*‘We do not denounce the courts. We 
obey them, be their decisions right or 
wrong. There is no other way for good 
American citizens. But we claim the right, 
and we will exercise the right, of appealing 
to the mind and conscience of the country 
against anything which we believe to be 
unjust, and which it is in the power of the 
people of the country to remedy.”’ 

Mr. Gompers arose and walked the floor, 
his hands behind his back, his head bowed, 
his eyes shining. 

‘* Surely,’’ he said, ‘‘it ought not to be 
necessary tocall public attention to the fact 
that any interruption of the power of or- 
ganized labor to pursue and maintain in- 
dustrial peace, while securing its own fair 
share of the products of its efforts, is a pub- 
lic peril, to say nothing of the humanitarian 
aspects of the question.’’ 

He raised his hands and rocked back on 
his heels. 

‘* Never in the history of the world has 
organized labor presented itself in such a 
respectable, orderly and reasonablecharacter 
as in the United States today. It is beyond 
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all question the greatest conserver of indus- 
trial peace and one of the most potent means 
of progress; for, as industry is organized in 
great and still greater forms in respect to 
ownership and operation, so there must be 
more stability of conditions in order to carry 
on the movement successfully. 

‘*The basis of our industries can be 
roughly divided into raw materials and 
labor. We have had a national conference 
at the White House to conserve the natural 
material resources of the continent. But 
what of the other division of our national 
wealth? What oflabor? We have had since 
last October up to the present time (June) 
about two millions out.of employment. 
The enforced idleness of two million men 
for these two hundred days, counting wages 
at only two dollars and a half a day, means 
the loss of a billion dollars. Yet there has 
been no violence and little complaint. 

‘* The rise of organized labor in America 
and elsewhere—there are eleven and a half 
millions of organized workers in America 
and Europé—is one of the most impressive, 
significant and, I believe, hopeful develop- 
ments of the present time. This tremen- 
dous movement carries with it no implica- 
tion of socialism, for it is individualistic to 
its very heart; nor is it a return to the 
ancient guilds of Europe, which were the 
successors of the serf and feudal systems of 
civilization, so far as the workingmen were 
concerned. 

‘*T say that this rise of organized labor 
into its present position of importance is a 
hopeful sign in a constructive age, because 
it has brought about a system of balancing 
differences between capital and labor in 
harmony with the best thought of the age. 

‘““The present methods of organized 
labor, and I refer to the two million work- 
ingmen for whom I canspeak, aim at agree- 
ments between employers and employees 
which are absolutely voluntary on each 
side and which carry no design to destroy 
any right, either of the employer or the 
employee, which should properly exist in a 
civilized country. 

‘*One of the most terrifying things that 
the workingman had to contemplate a few 
years ago was the substitution of labor- 
saving machinery for men, and we all know 
that in England and elsewhere serious riots 
were produced by this state of terror inthe 
minds of men who seemed to see economic 
destruction right before them. 
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‘* Today organized labor regards labor. 
saving machinery as a great blessing, be- 
cause, under humane and equitable condi- 
tions, it has been found that the use of 
labor-saving machinery inevitably means 
that the hours of labor must necessarily 
grow shorter and shorter and that the 
workingman, as a matter of justice, must 
share some of the advantages, financial and 
otherwise, which result from labor-saving 
devices. 

‘*The law of contract and covenant is 
sacred and the ordinances of organized so- 
ciety are sacred, but there is a higher law 
even than these, and that is the law of 
human progress, which, year after year, 
through corrupting peace or destructive 
struggle, works out inevitably in the human 
heart and brain and makes itself felt until 
it is finally lodged in the statutes; and one 
of the great purposes of organized labor is 
to see to it that while labor-saving machin- 
ery is increasing the product of the human 
race it shall not become the means of ob- 
literating or debasing the workers, socially 
or otherwise. 

‘*' We have made great progress and we 
are going to make much greater progress 
in the future, but we never can make this 
progress unless all the powers possessed by 
all the units of society are preserved and 
exercised, so that the workers of the world, 
who, after all, are the great mass of men 
and women, shall be able effectively to set 
their influence, their ingenuity, their cour- 
age and all the resources which they pos- 
sess against the greed of a few. 

‘*The one great weapon in the hands of 
the workingman is his right to cease ‘abor 
when he pleases and for whatever purpose 
suits him. That right divides the age of 
slavery from the present age. Take that 
from the workingman, or modify it seri- 
ously, and you strike him flat to the carth. 
He must then succumb and sink or turn 
his hand against the government that has 
robbed him of his one great means of 4s- 
serting his potency and protecting himself. 

‘Just consider again what has been 
going on here in the United States in the 
last few months. The statistics of orgat- 
ized labor furnish a reliable basis for the 
estimate that about two million working- 
men formerly employed have becn [oF 
months out of work. Yet there has been 
peace throughout thecountry. The work- 
ingmen like the business men, like the 
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bankers and the capitalists, have borne 
their share in the general disaster with 
patience and dignity and cheerfulness. 
They have resisted attempts to lower 
wages, but it is also a fact that the great 
corporations which employ them have 
equally resisted attempts to lower the price 
of products; and we all know that, with 
the exception of some small details, the 
price of living has been as high, if not 
higher, than ever, so that it does not need 
much argument to show that organized 
labor was justified in refusing toconsent to 
any reduction of wages, notwithstanding 
the financial panic and its consequences. 

‘‘And yet, in the face of allthis, we are 
confronted by the fact that the Supreme 
Court of the United States has made a 
decision by the terms of which this great 
instrumentality, by which millions of work- 
ingmen are linked together for progress 
and industrial peace—the one means by 
which the producers of the country can 
protect themselves against the destructive 
tendencies in modern civilization; for 
more and more the workingman is employed 
by great impersonal corporations and has 
no possibility of human touch with his em- 
ployer—this mighty, and beneficent in 
strumentality of progressis put in the class 
of property corporations, against whose 
greed and lawlessness the government has 
been struggling for years. 

“We have appealed to Congress and 
Congress has refused to restore organized 
labor to the status which it had before that 
far-reaching court decision was made. 
We have appealed to Congress for relief 
from the tyrannous abuses of the ancient 
writ of injunction, through which courts 
have practically suspended the operation 
of the ordinary laws and—in labor disputes 
alone, mind you—have subjected working- 
men seeking to secure betterment in their 
lives and theirhomesandsome hope for their 
futures, to punishment or threats of pun- 
ishment by one-sided and arbitrary proceed- 
ings for contempt of court, thus leaving 
the determination of the question whether 
labor disputes have been conducted lawfully 
or not to single judges, without any right of 
review or appeal, rather than to the ordi- 
nary magistrates, grand juries and petty 
juries 

“That is the situation at this moment 
and that is why the American Federation 
of Labor, which is the largest and I believe 
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the most intelligent body of workingmen 
in the world, has found it necessary this 
year to enter into the field of politics in 
order to try out the matter before the court 
of public opinion. 

‘*The American Federation of Labor is 
not an irresponsible impulse. It is not a 
committee sitting in secret. It represents 
men of all trades, all parties, and all races. 
It is a growth as natural as any other 
growth in history. It did not produce it- 
self; it was produced by modern condi- 
tions. 

‘*Early in our national life we had labor 
organizations, although they had small 
numbers and were of few trades. Indeed, 
our country then was almost entirely given 
over to agriculture. Today fully two- 
thirds of the population are industrial. 
And if it was right in the early American 
days that the farmer should be the supreme 
thought of the nation, surely it can not be 
wrong today to regard the industrial 
workers as an important factor in our 
national life.’’ — 

The big, flat desk beside which the black- 
capped, shaven and spectacled leader of 
2,000,000 of American workmen walked 
was piled with hundreds of magazines 
and newspapers owned and published by 
the trades unions of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, some vf them periodicals of 
distinguished typographical beauty and 
containing important and timely articles 
dealing with practical industrial questions. 

For hours I examined these publications, 
including the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, 
the national organ, and, although nearly 
all of them dealt with the injunction ques- 
tion and the Supreme Court decision in the 
Hatters’ case, not once did I find an utter- 
ance that did not support Mr. Gompers’ 
assurance that organized labor in America— 
the Western Federation of Miners and other 
outside socialistic organizations excepted— 
is patriotic and law respecting. 

Day after day I talked with labor leaders 
drawn from all parts of the country and 
representing widely differing trades. All 
spoke intelligently of the common labor 
grievance; all bitterly complained of the 
systematic misrepresentation of their appeal 
for redress; all condemned violence in labor 
disputes as contrary to the principles and 
welfare of organized labor, and all insisted 
that the right tostrike and boycott, together 
with the right to persuade others to strike 
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and boycott, was the only peaceable means 
through which workingmen could prevent 
the great impersonal industrial combina- 
tions of the present time from lowering 
wages and extending hours, while raising 
the cost of living, until the toiling masses 
of the country should sink into an economic 
and social degradation not much above 
slavery. 


If the rich men of America are mostly 
thieving scoundrels, and the workingmen 
are largely envious and vengeful ruffians, 
held in subjection to the law only by the 
fear of armed force, what is it that is de- 
veloping the nation and maintaining it high 
among the mightiest moral influences of 
human history? 

The average American workingman is a 
decent, intelligent, patriotic ana law-re- 
specting man. Why should his nature 
change when he joins a labor union any 
more than a business man’s character 
changes when he enters a corporation? 


The judiciary of the country vigorously 
and unanimously opposes the attempt to 
modify or regulate the use of the writ of 
injunction. It was the aged chief justice 
of the United States who wrote the opinion 
in the Danbury Hatters’ case defining the 
boycott of the Loewe hat manufacturing 
establishments as a conspiracy in restraint 
of trade. It was Justice Harlan, of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, who 
wrote the opinion in the Adair case decid- 
ing that the law forbidding interstate rail- 
ways to discharge any employee because of 
membership in a labor union was uncon- 
stitutional. Thus the Supreme Court has 
condemned the boycott by organized labor 
while sanctioning the blacklist by organ- 
ized capital. 

And while Mr. Gompers and his asso- 
ciates were appealing to the Republican 
national convention to help them in their 
fight to restrict the one-sided and oppres- 
sive use of the injunction process, Justice 
Brewer of the Supreme Court was declar- 
ing in a public speech: 

There never was a time in the history of the na- 
tion when the full restraining power of the equity 
court was of so muchimportance. As the popula- 
tion becomes more and more dense and activities 


increase, the restraining power of the equity court 
is worth vastly more than the punishing power of 
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the criminal court. It isin line with the hichest 


thought of the day. 


Here also is what Justice Brewer said: 

To restrict the restraining power of the court is 
a step backward toward barbarism instead of a 
step torward to higher civilization. Courts make 
mistakes in the granting of injunctions; so do they 
in other judicialaction. = 

I know that labor organizations are especially 
energetic in claiming that the power of the in. 
junction is used mainly against them. Of course 
this is not true. The restraining power of the 
court of equity should be enlarged and not 
diminished. 

Vet, before going to Washington to see 
Mr. Gompers, I had read an injunction is- 
sued by Justice Gould in Equity Court No, 
2, Washington, forbidding the striking 
bricklayers’ union from congregating near 
the business establishments of ceitain build- 
ers or near buildings on which they were 
engaged in work, or near the lodgings of 
their employes ‘'‘/or the purpose of compelling, 
inducing or soliciting such employes to suspend 
or quit work, or leave the employment of the 
complainants.’’ 

Again and again officers of the National 
Civic Federation—whose council includes 
Andrew Carnegie, Cornelius N. Bliss, Presi- 
dent Eliot of Harvard, Seth Low, Henry 
Phipps, August Belmont, Franklin Mc- 
Veagh, Oscar Straus, Archbishop Ireland 
and a tremendous array of millionaires, 
railway presidents, manufacturers, educa- 
tors, and statesmen—have said that the 
substitution of voluntary trade agreements 
for the old system of wasteful, demoraliz- 
ing strikes and lockouts is largely due to 
the power of organized workingmen to 
strike and fo persuade others to strike. 
This power, opposed to the employers’ 
right to lockout and blacklist, is usually 
the only instrumentality through which 
organized labor can avoid constant reduc- 
tion in wages or degrading conditions of 
work. 

Mr. Gompers, in his black silk cap and 
alpaca jacket, sat at his desk awaiting any 
question that might be put to him. For 
hours he had repeated the tale of the sow, 
uphill fight of the labor unions to organ- 
ize nationally on logical lines and s«cure 
recognition. 

He described the bloody, costly s*rikes 
of the past, the rise and fall of the Knights 
of Labor; the formation of the American 
Federation of Labor, withtrade auto .omy 
among the separate unions; the new «ra of 
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trace agreements and steady wage rates, as 
against the old conditions of strife and inse- 
curity—and then he returned to the abuse 
of the writ of injunction and the blow struck 
at organized labor through the Supreme 
Court decision in the Danbury Hatters’ 
boycott. 

‘“You say, Mr. Gompers, that the Su- 
preme Court has taken from organized 
labor its one fair, effective means of fighting 
for higher wages and better conditions. 
Isn't it a fact that organized labor has been 
seeking for means to prevent a non-union 
workingman from taking employment 
where it suits him?’’ 

Mr. Gompers’ fingers drummed on his 
knee. He pushed his spectacles up on his 
forehead and compressed his lips. The 
question seemed to please him. 

‘‘Even the great Supreme Court of the 
United States,’’ he said slowly, ‘‘has fallen 
into the error of holding that agreements 
reached by organized workingmen with 
their employers are evidence of conspiracy 
in restraint of trade. Think of it!—agree- 
ments made With employers to secure and 
maintain industrial peace for a given time, 
and voluntarily entered into by both sides. 
In our time every one regards it as both 
uneconomic and unwise for a large em- 
plover of labor to enter into agreements 
with every individual workman as to con- 
ditions of employment. 

‘‘ No one can imagine for a moment that 
in modern industry, with great concentra- 
tion of wealth, great industrial plants, con- 
stantly developing labor-saving machinery 
and with the division and sub-division of 
labor, where each man produces an almost 
infinitesimal part of the whole product, 
that such workingmen can protect their in- 
terests or rights by individual effort. 

‘‘The idea that workingmen lose their 
individuality when they join a union under 
such circumstances is absurd. The truth 
is that they lose their individuality the 
moment they enter a great modern indus- 
trial plant, and that they regain their eco- 
nomic importance by unity of effort. 

‘‘ There is no denial on the part of organ- 
ized labor of the right of any man to sell 
his labor to whom or for what he pleases. 
But if a non-union man has the right to 
work when and where and for what he 
pleases, the union worfkingman has the 
right to do the same thing.’’ 

‘But, Mr. Gompers, is not any method 


by which union workingmen on strike seek 
to hold up to contempt non-union men who 
take their places, to terrorize them or make 
them objects of persecution in the com- 
munity, is not that denying the freedom of 
action which organized labor seeks for 
itself ?"’ 

‘* The labor unions exercise their greatest 
efforts in attempting to bring the as yet un- 
organized within the pale of organization. 
This is equally true when strikes occur. 
The effort is to secure unity of action, 
making common cause of strike-breakers 
and strikers.’’ 

‘* Still, it is conceivable that a man might 
differ with you and not want to join the 
union or make common cause with you be- 
cause of a principle he might hold.’’ 

It was interesting to observe the sudden 
uplift of Mr. Gompers’ head at this mo- 
ment. He had evidently heard that sug- 
gestion before. 

‘*That is not a matter of fact; there are 
none out of the unions as a matter of prin- 
ciple,’’ he said with some _ sharpness. 
‘* They may be outside through ignorance, 
shortsightedness, greed or immediate neces- 
sity, but not as a matter of principle. All 
workers realize that in unions the best in- 
terests of labor are conserved.”’ 

‘* But, Mr. Gompers,’’—the question had 
to be pressed again—‘‘assuming that a 
workingman denies that?’’ 

‘*We do not deny him his lawful right 
to pursue the course he chooses, but we try 
to persuade him by every lawful and moral 
means to act with us. Beyond question 
there is considerable feeling when strike- 
breakers refuse to agree to such common 
concerted action. It istrue that in exciting 
industrial troubles individuals sometimes 
assault each other, but that would be true 
of any other conflict equally exciting, es- 
pecially when a man’s bread depended on 
it. However, this is no part of the plan of 
organized labor, and no man has the right 
to make such a charge in view of our re- 
peated denials and in the face of the fact 
that the 2,000,000 workingmen in our 
organizations hold their meetings openly 
and proclaim their plans and methods day 
by day all the year around. 

“This is one of the most cowardly 
weapons used by the enemies of organized 
labor to discredit men who are loyal, law- 
supporting, useful citizens, but who feel 
that they have the right the business man 
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has to fight for his pocket, his peace, and 
his prosperity.’’ 

The hazel eyes snapped brightly, there 
was color in the strong face, the hands 
were clenched; Mr. Gompers’ voice rose to 
a higher pitch. 

‘Out of my 58 years of life I have been 
associated with the organized labor move- 
ment for more than 43 years; and covering 
all of this period, including my 26 years as 
president of the American Federation of 
Labor, I have never known any man con- 
nected with the affiliated organizations 
who has not used his best efforts to dis- 
countenance and denounce rioting or any 
attack upon the person or upon property, 
or who has not insisted to the utmost of his 
power that a tradedispute, whether a strike 
ot alockout, should be conducted within 
the law. 


“The sentiment of organized labor, in 
and out of its councils, has always been 
overwhelmingly against violations of law. 
In addition tothe law-abiding character 
of the men in the labor movement, we 
realize that attacks upon property and per- 
sons result injuriously upon the very con- 
test in which the men are engaged, for 
public opinion is shocked by unlawful con- 
duct, and the sympathy, which it often 
gives the men and women engaged in a con- 
test against deterioration or for improve- 
ment, is withdrawn, and, where sympathy 
obtained before, hostility follows. 

‘I can not refrain from calling attention 
to the fact that the detective agencies, of 
which the Pinkertons is the most conspic- 
uous, employ the largest number of their 
agents in industry; that is, they have their 
agents to provoke contests, and, when con- 
tests arise, counsel the most violent action 
with a view of bringing the workers en- 
gaged in the contest into disrepute.”’ 

**Now, Mr. Gompers, what is the exact, 
particular point involved in the present 
situation, the decision of the Supreme 
court and the denial of relief by Con- 
gress?”’ 

‘‘Though the Supreme Court has not 
decided that strikes are illegal, yet the 
logical conclusion of the reasoning of the 
court makes strikes to reach agreements 
with employers unlawful under the Sher- 
man anti-trust law.’’ 

‘*For instance?”’ 

‘*For instance, any agreement made with 
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emiployers, say for a reduction in the hours 
of labor, may be construed to be in restraint 
of trade. The common idea, though errone- 
ous, is that a reduction in the hours of 
labor involves a lessening in production, 
and there is little difficulty in leading up 
to the construction that this is a restraint 
of trade.’’ 

‘*How does that affect strikes?” 

*‘A strike to secure a reduction in the 
hours of labor, say the establishment of an 
eight hour day where nine hours prevailed 
before.”’ 

‘Do you sincerely think that would ever 
be held by the court?’’ 

‘‘T am not so sure that it will; but I 
want to call your attention to the fact that 
the highest court in the state of Massa- 
chusetts has held that certain strikes are 
illegal—that is, where the workmen en- 
gaged in a strike are those not primarily 
interested in the change of conditions of 
employment.’’ 

‘*That is tosay, the sympathetic strike?”’ 

‘*Ves, sir.’’ 

‘‘How far do you think a Sympathetic 
strike ought to go?”’ 

‘‘That is difficult to answer, except to 
say that we have by our movement en- 
deavored to limit strikes to primary causes 
by primary agencies; but the question of 
the lawful right to strike is involved, for, 
if the strike in itself is lawful, it is not 
necessary for any one to give any reason 
for striking. If men have the lawful right 
to strike, they have the right to strike for 
any reason. No man has any property 
right in the labor of the workman. He has 
the right to exercise his labor power or he 
has the right to withhold it. That is the 
distinction between the free workman and 
the slave. And if he has the lawful right 
to strike for an increase in wages—that is, 
to stop work—he has the right to stop work 
to help his fellow in securing increased 
wages, or to prevent or check reductions 
in wages.”’ 

‘Is not the real object of Labor to secure 
the right of the secondary boycott—that is, 
the boycott to break down a man who is 
not a party to the dispute in order to coerce 
a party to the dispute?’ 

‘“The secondary boycott is on the same 
plane as the sympathetic strike, and we 
endeavor to limit and circumscribe it as 
much as possible; but in that also is in- 
volved the question of lawful, personal 
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rights, individual liberty to boycott, as we 
understand it. 

‘‘No man has a property right in the 
patronage of any man. If no one has a 
positive right in the patronage of a man, 
he may bestow it or he may withhold it, or 
he may bestow it upon another; and this is 
true whether it be a secondary party or 
the primary party. 

‘‘The secondary party has no vested 
right in the patronage of the people. The 
people have the right, therefore, to bestow 
upon him or withhold from him their pat- 
ronage; and this for any reason or for no 
reason at all. The term ‘threat’ has been 
exaggerated out of all proportion to its 
real meaning. No man has the right to 
threaten to do an unlawful thing, but any 
one has the right to threaten to do the 
thing that he has the right to do.’’ 

‘‘ That is the very point, Mr. Gompers— 
whether it is lawful or not. But you have 
been speaking only about individuals with- 
holding their patronage. How about a 
collective body of men acting upon an 
agreement with a definite purpose in that 
agreement to break down a man who is not 
a party to the strike—to ruin him?’’ 

‘‘We hold that what one man may law- 
fully do, two or more persons may lawfully 
do and by agreement. The very essence 
of the British Trades Dispute Act, to which 
I call your attention, passed by the British 
parliament in December, 1906, eliminated 
by statute the decision of the law Lords 
in the Taff-Vale case and made it lawful 
for two or more persons to dothe very thing 
which is denied by the present law, under 
the interpretation of the Sherman anti- 
trust law, by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

‘Tf labor organizations can not in an or- 
derly and open manner carry on their 
normal activities for the purpose of bring- 
ing all the power of organized effort among 
the workers upon employers or upon busi- 
ness men, then there is really no cause for 
the existence of organized labor, the in- 
centive to workers to join or maintain 
unions is dispelled, and American work- 
ingmen must, of necessity, then find some 
other means to protect their rights and in- 
terests. What we are aiming to do in the 
immediate future, perhaps in the present 
campaign, is te secure, by political effort. 
the right to our economic organization and 
its natural and normal activities.’’ 
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‘Then how do you distinguish such a 
policy from that of the socialist agitators, 
who desire to convert the workingmen, as 
such, into a distinct political party?’’ 


‘‘As we enter into the political campaign 
we shall not do so as partisans, but because 
as wage-earners we have been shorn of 
rights and personal liberties to which we 
were entitled before the decisions of the 
courts were made. 

‘“Then, again, there is the perversion of 
the beneficent writ of injunction from its 
original and beneficent purpose. The writ 
of injunction was intended to protect prop- 
erty and property rights, never to interfere 
with personal rights—personal freedom. 
The writ of injunction should never be 
resorted to in labor disputes when its use 
would not be tolerated if a labor dispute 
did not exist. 

‘‘What organized laborasked at the hands 
of Congress was not immunity from law, but 
a demand for the fulfillment of the con- 
stitutional guaranty of equality before the 
law with all other citizens. It was a pro- 
test against classdistinctions. The sccial- 
ists have organized a political party, a class 
party, to overcome and conquer what they 
are pleased to call capitalistic govern- 
ment. It is repugnant to the very ideals 
of American equality before the law. The 
organized labor movement of America 
enters into the political campaign to secure 
equality before the Jaw in all respects, to 
co-operate with the most enlightened and 
important elements of all our people, to 
bring about continued material improve- 
ment in the conditions of the workers, to 
make each succeeding day a brighter one 
in the annals of our national development, 
to insist that the theory and basic prin- 
ciples of our republic are sacred. 

‘‘The aims and purposes of our labor 
movement have often been stated before, 
but will bear brief restatement at this time, 
when the attempt is being made in many 
directions to so cripple the activities of the 
unions that they may be shorn of their 
usefulness. 

‘‘Our unions aim to improve the standard 
of life; to uproot ignorance and foster edu- 
cation; to instill character, manhocd and 
independent spirit among our people; to 
bring about a recognition of the interde- 
pendence of man upon his fellow-man. We 
aim to establish a normal workday; to 
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take the children from the factory and 
workshop and give them the opportunity 
of the school, the home, and the play- 
ground. In a word, our unions strive to 
lighten toil, educate their members, make 
their homes more cheerful and in every way 
contribute an earnest effort toward making 
life the better worth living. To achieve 
these praiseworthy ends we believe that all 
honorable and lawful means are both justi- 
fiable and commendable and should receive 
the sympathetic support of every right- 
thinking American. 

““if the workers are to be deprived of 
their opportunities for self-improvement 
and independence, if they are to be held 
at the will of the employer—and, if this 
Supreme Court decision is enforced, such 
might be the consequence—the industrial 
condition of our country would sink lower 
than that of slavery. 

‘* The slave owner was usually restrained 
from going toextremes in the treatment of 
his slaves by the fact that they represented 
property value to him; but if the industrial 
situation indicated by this court decision 
follows, the wage-workers would be more 


under the control of the unscrupulous em- 
ployer than was the slave under his owner. 

‘“We contend that equity power and 
equity jurisdiction—discretionary govern- 
ment by the judiciary for well-defined pur- 


poses and within specific limitations— 
granted to the courts by the Constitution, 
has been so extended that it is invading the 
field of government by law and endangering 
individual liberty. 

“‘As government by equity—personal 
government—advances, republican govern- 
ment—government by law— recedes. 

‘‘Our protest is against that tendency 
which holds that there is either a direct or 
an implied property right in the laborer or 
the labor power of the laborer.’’ 

‘You speak, Mr. Gompers, of the writ 
of injunction being used to control persons 
rather than to protect property, if I under- 
stand your distinction. How would that 
idea work out in the case of a body of 
strikers attempting to prevent the running 
of railway trains, and thus interrupting 
the transportation of the country, para- 
lyzing its commerce, when such strikers, 
by terrorizing methods, even though they 
fall short of violence, prevent other men 
from taking their place in the operation of 
traius? Would not the injunction there be 
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clearly for the protection of property?’ 

‘*To what kind of terrorism do you 
refer?’’ 

‘* Forinstance, the assembling of groups, 
and the pointing out of strike-breakers: 
calling them ‘scabs’ in the streets and 
elsewhere; having the women of union 
families visit the women of the families 
of strike-breakers, calling their fathers, 
brothers or sons ‘scabs’ ; and inevery way 
attempting to make the strike-breakers in- 
famous in the community—a form of perse- 
cution which, of course, it is easy to carry 
on, and does not always come uncer the 
category of violence.’’ 

‘‘Weil,’’ said Mr. Gompers, ‘‘workmen 
when engaged in controversy frequently 
send representatives tothe homes of strike- 
breakers, or to the factory, the purpose 
being to persuade the strike-breakers to 
quit and make common cause with the 
strikers. No one can justify any illegal 
or unlawful conduct on the part of such 
committees. To give strike-breakers in- 
formation, to endeavor to persuade them 
to quit work by lawful means, is justifiable 
and proper. Applying opprobrious epi- 
thets—that isa matter of disorderly con- 
duct and, no doubt, may be regarded as a 
misdemeanor; but surely this is not con- 
templated in the writ of injunction. 

‘*The court order which undertakes to 
enjoin aman from doing a thing carries 
with it the presumption that he is guilty 
or would be guilty of an unlawful act. 
The personal right of every man is that if 
he be charged with, or if he has committed 
an offense, he shall be charged with it and 
dealt with by a magistrate or tried before 
a jury of his peers. But a man may be 
entirely innocent of any unlawful conduct 
and still be enjoined from doing the things 
which he has a perfect lawful right to do 
and the doingof these perfectly lawful things 
makes him amenable for contempt of court 
because he was enjoined from doing that 
thing by the court in the injunction. You 
may ask where is the injury of issuing an 
injunction when a man does not intend to 
do an unlawful act. First, it is a presump- 
tion that he would do it, when the theory 
of the lawis the presumption that he woul 
not. 

**Most of the injunctions in labor cases 
are ex parte and often not even read by 
the court issuing the injunction, which 
simply takes it for granted that when the 





MR. GOMPERS AND HIS TWO MILLION MEN 


petitioner for the injunction files the neces- 
sary. bond that is sufficient.’’ 

‘‘Do you mean to say, Mr. Gompers, 
that courts dv, as a matter of fact—not 
speaking of rare exceptions—issue injunc- 
tions which are substantially orders not to 
strike, enjoining workers from the right of 
withholding their labor ?’’ 

‘One of the injunctions issued by Judge 
Taft prohibited the Brotherhood of Loco- 
motive Engineers from enforcing one of its 
rules, which amounted practically to a de- 
nial of the right to strike on the ground 
that the strike was a contempt of court be- 
cause it interfered with the railroad in 
the hands of the court as receiver, and also 
interfered with interstate commerce.”’ 

‘*In no other instance except in a labor 
dispute would any court attempt to issue 
an injunction prohibiting anybody from 
committing a crime. 

**But,’’ [I urged, ‘‘society prefers to pre- 
vent crime rather than to punish it; and 
where there is reasonable cause to believe 
that a body of men intend to commit a 
crime, and, when the hour in which that 
crime is to be committed and the place where 
the offense is to occurcan not be known 
—so that it is beyond the ordinary power 
of police prevention—can you say then 
that the public policy which seeks to avert 
crime in preference to allowing it to occur 
and then punishing it, is not carried out 
by the writ of injunction in case of ma- 
licious acts by strikers?’’ 

“This is a government of law, and all 
men, even common criminals, are entitled 
to its protection. No man deplores any im- 
proper overtact on the partof workmen more 
than I do. Society has the right to protect 
itself, but it has only the right to do in 
such a form as will conserve the rights of 
its people. The right of its people is to 
be safeguarded by the forms of laws, to be 
tried for any offense by due process of law. 
Society protects itself in the form of police 
and by its militia, its army and navy, and 
its duly constituted courts. If society fails 
to prevent crime, it then succeeds to the 
right to arrest the offender and bring him 
to trial. The due process of law is not 
carried out in the injunction. The injunc- 
tion does not prevent crime. It can not pre- 
vent crime. It merely suspends a portion 
of the normal laws. An injunction, after 
all, is not a punishment for crime, but viola- 
tions of it are punished by contempt of 
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court proceedings; and it is ridiculous to 
imagine a man guilty of committing a crime 
and the penalty being punishment for con- 
temptof court. The punishment for crime 
is fine, imprisonment or execution.”’ 

‘*How do you account for the attitude of 
the judiciary towards organized labor? 
Surely not on the theory of corruption?’’ 

‘*No, no. It is exceedingly difficult to 
fathom the motives of any one. I do not 
attribute corrupt or ulterior motives to the 
Supreme Court of the United States. I 
have absolute faith in its integrity. But 
it must be remembered that the judges 
have all been and still are employers, in 
their homes and offices, and their social 
and professional associations are with em- 
ployers. Success in their profession came 
because they accepted existing conditions. 
They are men of mature years. In their 
early days the industries of the country 
were undeveloped. They are under the 
spell of the past. American industry is no 
longer confined to localities. It is organized 
and operated on a national and sometimes 
international scale. 

‘*It isthe law concept of the old and 
vanished conditions, the concept of the re- 
lations master and servant, that controls 
the judiciary of America today. There 
has been a tremendous growth and a tre- 
mendous change. Something must give 
way. There must be new legislation, as 
the industrial forces of society demand, or 
there must be a more liberal interpretation 
of the existing law to meet the new condi- 
tions After all; the legal profession, from 
which the judges are drawn, is tied down 
to precedent for authority, and precedent 
has its roots in the aristocratic end mon- 
archical institutions of the past, with all 
the social and economic ideas attending 
such institutions. The farther back a lawyer 
can look for his authority the more learned 
and profound he is supposed to be. 

‘“We ask the country to remember that 
the courts are not dealing with inanimate 
property or with merely abstract or eca- 
demic theories, but with millions of living 
men and women who have to exist in 
modern conditions, and whose lives and 
homes, for the present and the future, de- 
pend upon freedom to peaceably protect 
themselves from the tendency of a labor- 
saving, incorporated, ard impersonal indus- 
trial system to force down wages and force 
up the price of living to the very point 
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where no effective resistance can be 
offered. 

‘*We are opposed to lawlessness. Vio- 
lence is no part of the plan of organized 
labor. But we insist that the strike and the 
boycott, as well as the voluntary trade 
agreement between employers and em- 
ployes, are constructive and necessary 
agencies unless the welfare of the nation’s 
workers is to be regarded as of little ac- 
count; for it must not be forgotten that the 
improving wages and conditions conceded 
to non-union workingmen are the direct 
and inevitable results of the standards and 
conditions won by organized labor. 

*‘Of course there are some employers of 
labor who can not appreciate the new 
economic and industrial conditions, who 
mentally live in the medizval mood, and 
regard the organizations of workingmen of 
our day as impertinences; but I am quite 
confident that the most extensive employ- 
ers of labor of our country take a far dif- 
ferent view of the situation, and that the 
time is not far distant when the fossilized 
employers will either drop out of business 
or, through a process of evolution, assume 
a more intelligent and sound economic 
position toward organized labor. After 
all, itis more of a mental attitude than a 
business necessity.’’ 


Let us leave Mr. Gompers in his black 
cap and alpaca jacket at the headquarters 
of the American Federation of Labor in 
Washington and, in spite of the lashing 
passions of the presidential campaign, read 
again that thrilling thing Alexis de Toc- 
queville wrote in 1832 of the future of in- 
dustry in America: 

What can be expected of a man who has spent 
twenty years of his life in making heads for pins? 
And to what can that mighty human intelligence 
be applied in him, except it be to investigate the 
best method of making pin’s heads? When a 
workman has spent a considerable portion of his 
existence in this manner, his thoughts are forever 
set upon the object of his daily toil; his body has 
contracted certain fixed habits, which it can never 
shake off; in a word, he no longer belongs to him- 
self, but to the calling which he has chosen. 

A theory of manufacturers more powerful than 
manners and laws binds him to a craft, and fre- 
quently to a spot, which he can not leave. It 
assigns to him a certain place in society, beyond 
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which he can not go; in the midst of universal 
movement it has rendered him stationary. 

In proportion as the principle of the division of 
labor is more extensively applied, the workman 
becomes more weak, more narrow minded, and 
more dependent. Whereas, the workman 
concentrates his faculties more and more upon a 
single detail, the master surveys a more extensive 
whole, and the mind of the latter is enlarged in 
proportion as that of the former is narrowed. In 
a short time the one will require nothing, but phy- 
sical strength without intelligence; the other 
stands in need of science, and al.uost of genius, to 
insure success. 

This man resembles more and more the admin- 
istrator of a vast empire—thatmana brute . . 
Hence it would appear, on searching to the bot- 
tom, that aristocracy should naturally spring out 
of the bosom of democracy. 

But, since that prophecy was penned, 
organized labor has given to the individual 
workingman the power which it was 
thought he must lose in specialized and 
concentrated industry. As a rulethe single 
workingman no longer attempts to arrange 
for wages or working conditions. He 
deals with organized capital through organ- 
ized labor. Here is an estimate of the 
present membership of labor unions 
throughout the world: 

North America 
Great Britain 


Australasia 
Scandinavia 


Total of organized labor 11,475,000 


The question now raised in America is 
whether the strike and boycott methods of 
warfare and the freedom from summary 
restraints now applied by the courts, which 
organized labor demands as essentials of 
personal liberty and means of social and 
economic progress, can be, as a matter of 
actual practice, reconciled with the indi- 
vidual liberty of non-union workingmen 
and the rights of private property. 

Is it really true that, in its effort to pro- 
tect property, the Supreme Court of the 
United States has at last dealt a deathblow 
to organized labor? 
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GOVERNMENT BY INJUNCTION. 


By E. F. BALDWIN. 


HE struggle over ‘‘government by 
injunction’’ derives its chief im- 
portance because it is really a strug- 

gle between the Justinian code and 

the old Saxon common law. At first 
sight it does not appear to the unthink- 
ing to be of much importance what writ 
issues from the court. Why should we 
regard the writ of habeas corpus as the 
foundation of our liberty, and the writ 
of injunction, when applied to labor 
disputes, as tyrannical, unjust, and unfair? 

The answer to this lies in the difference 
between the old Roman law as exemplified 
in the Justinian code and the Saxon law 
which is based upon the right of the indi- 
vidual. The Justinian law holds that le- 
gal processes of society are for the protec- 
tion of property. Under it the whole 


structure of the Roman commonwealth 
was eaten up by slavery, usury, and the 


domination of wealth over the individual. 

In the meantime, on the shores of the 
Baltic, a new theory of government sprang 
into existence. The little communities of 
the Saxons or the Jutes were each sur- 
rounded by a tun or ditch and each com- 
munity was therefore called a tunship or 
township. Every male who had reached 
the adolescent period was entitled to vote 
and here began the township meeting 
which forms such an important part of 
life in New England. At these township 
meetings a delegate was selected to meet 
other delegates from other townships and 
the whole formed a parliament. Thus, 
these people in their simple way organized 
the representative system. 

The old Roman law was full of tricks 
and evasions, of subtleties and substitutes. 
When it pressed hard upon a patrician, the 
augurs, or the public priests, were appealed 
to and they consulted the auspices—the 
flight of birds, the entrails of animals—and 
they generally found that the gods were 
unfavorable for execution of the law, and 
they brought in government by injunction 
to rescue a member of their own order, al- 
though they never found the rule applica- 
ble to a case where a plebeian was a 
sufferer. 


Thus, while the Roman law was full of 
quips and quiddities, precedents and deci- 
sions, the Saxon law was direct, and the 
maxim was early held that *‘common law 
is common sense,’’ the idea being to protect 
the individual and give him every op- 
portunity to follow the bent of his wishes, 
provided he did not interfere with his 
neighbor. When the Saxons conquered 
England they carried these laws with them. 
Through all the Wars of the Roses, amid 
all the disturbances during Cromwell’s time 
and the Restoration, the township system 
pursued its even tenor—justices of the pe ace 
heard cases, constables served writs, the 
peaceful village life continued without in- 
terruption. 

Finally it was discovered that there were 
certain cases to which the ordinary law did 
not apply. There were certain matters 
coming up that could not be settled by the 
death penalty nor by fines. In these cases 
the parties appealed to the king, who de- 
cided the suits on his conscience. 

Power grows by continued use, ard 
shortly the king claimed the right of dis- 
pensing with the law in any case where he 
saw fit. A long quarrel ensued over this 
point. The Tudors claimed it. When 
Queen Elizabeth used this dispensing 
power for the purpose of giving her cour- 
tiers monopolies, the people rose up, took 
their bills and bows and swore that it was 
better to live under the rule of the great 
Turk than under an English queen who 
continually interfered with trade. Eliza- 
beth heard their complaint, graciously 
thanked them for calling her attention to 
an abuse, revoked her monopolies and re- 
gained in a moment all her old popularity. 

Unfortunately, in 1754 a certain Dr. 
Wheelock came to this country and opened 
aschool to teach Indian children the Chris- 
tian religion. On this basis he went to 
England and begged for funds. The Doctor 
wanted toform a trust, and bequeathed the 
school and his funds to 12 men, with 
power to fill vacancies, so that his trust 
would be perpetual. With this idea in 
view, in 1769, they secured a charter from 
the English crown. This charter declared 
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that the provisions whereby the 12 
trustees might make any regulations they 
pleased for the government of the school 
were unalterable. After the Revolution the 
state of New Hampshire increased the 
number of trustees to 21 and appointed a 
board of 25 overseers. The trustees resisted 
this action, but were defeated by the su- 
preme court of New Hampshire, for Dart- 
mouth College is located in that state, and 
the case was taken to the Supreme Court. 
Daniel Webster, a graduate of the college, 
was employed on the part of the trustees. 

John Marshall, the chief justice, was a 
strong federalist, and he hated Thomas 
Jefferson with a bitter hatred. He looked 
with scorn upon Jefferson’s ideas of the 
Democracy. He was in close touch with 
Hamilton. When the case came before 
Marshall he decided that the charter of 
Dartmouth College was in the nature of a 
contract and that the legislature had no 
right to interfere. 

This decision gave to corporations enor- 
mous power and one that was never antici- 
pated by the founders of this republic, for 
it is repugnant to all ideas of government 
by the people that a legislature can create 
a corporation that shall be greater than 
itself. It was simply an application of the 
old Justinian code that law is for the pur- 
pose of protecting property. This idea is 
taught in all our academic institutions, in 
all our universities and colleges, and is the 
foundation of many of the decisions of the 
courts. The old Saxon maxim that ‘‘com- 
mon law is common sense’’ is overborne in 
a senseless deference to precedents, deci- 
sions, oftentimes in plain contravention of 
the rules of justice and of the rights of 
individuals. 

Its workings can be seen in the present 
labor difficulties. A man comes into court 
with a bill against a corporation. If the 
corporation is unable to pay, the judge 
forthwith appoints a receiver, throws the 
management out of their position, suspends 
the payment of interest on their obligations 
and instructs the receiver to manage the 
property with the sole idea of paying the 
debt. The old Justinian code holds that 
law is for the protection of property and 
primarily for the protection of the creditors. 
The law was forthe protection of the cred- 
itor, and when a judge appoints a receiver 
over a corporation, he is simply enforcing 
the old Justinian rule. 
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But, when an employe of this same cor- 
poration finds that the earnings of the 
company are taken to pay dividends on 
watered stock, that his wages are remorse- 
lessly cut down, that he is not allowed any 
voice in the management, and his protests 
are unheeded, and he goes into court, the 
judge tells him that he has no remedy in 
law. The workingman must, therefore, 
fall back upon the old Saxon method of 
trial by battle—that is, he must strike. 
Now, no workingman wants to strike. It 
means to him enormous loss, sometimes fail- 
ure, change of position, and evenif he be suc- 
cessful, he is looked upon by capital as a 
disturber. But he is forced to do it by the 
action of the court in refusing to listen to 
any complaint where a wrong is done an 
individual. 

The Justinian law protects property, while 
the Saxon law recognizes the right of the 
individual to protect himself. Now, the 
corporations are endeavoring to apply the 
Justinian lawto these strikes. They want 
the court to issue injunctions against labor, 
resorting to trial by battle, on the ground 
that it is the duty of the court to protect 
property. The courts compel the working- 
men to strike in order to obtain their rights, 
but want to enjoin them from interfering 
in any way with the management of the 
men who have brought the strike about by 
their tyrannous conduct. The railroad 
men, for instance, have time and again 
suffered a cut in wages, been obliged to work 
additional hours and had their pay delayed 
for weeks and months in order to pay divi- 
dends on watered stock, and they have seen 
the money squandered recklessly in high 
living and in all sorts of conduct, running 
from recklessness tocriminality, while they 
have labored faithfully and loyally to keep 
the corporation together. 

What Labor demands is that it shaJl be 
put upon the same basis with property. 
If the management deliberately defrauds 
its employes, oppresses them, the individ- 
uals ought to have the same right of legal 
process that would be given them if the 
road owed them money. This is plain 
common sense. This is the old Saxon law, 
and this isthe reason why there is such 
violent opposition to government by injunc- 
tion. It is an effort to put the dollar 
above the man and in theend it reduces 
the worker to a condition of slavery. 
When we neglect this plain and sensible 
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principle, we strike at the very foundation 
of good government, 

For the effort of organized society must 
be in the last analysis the elevation of the 
common man. The weakest child that 
plays in the gutters of our great cities has 
a right to demand pure food, pure air, pure 
water and the development of all the facul- 
ties the Almighty has given him, and if 
organized society fails to listen to his plea, 
it will suffer the penalty. 

The truth is that all great reforms are 
simply the repeal of bad laws. All great 
reformers are those who have been most 
successful in this work. The law must 
continually be altered to meet the varying 
conditions of trade. The true statesman 
sees this. It is only the obstinate, pig- 
headed conservative who cries out that it 
is the duty of the legislator to ‘‘stand pat’’ 
and not move out of his tracks. In the 
meantime, society passes him and then he 
mourns that republics are ungrateful and 
that his eminent services have received no 
reward. 

We are beginning to see that it is the 
duty of organized society to protect the in- 
dividual; that when a state ceases to pro- 
duce men decay sets in. 

The application of the Justinian code 
thus produces in modern society just what 
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it did in ancient Rome. In putting the 
dollar above the man, it exterminates the 
man. 

These are facts that lie at the fonndation 
of good government. If the individual is 
forced by the construction of the law by 
the court to fall back upon the old Saxon 
trial by battle, he should be allowed an 
opportunity to carry his fight to its logical 
conclusion. This will teach organized 
society that it must listen to his complaint 
and give him a legal remedy. If capital 
has the right to appoint a receiver when 
the corporation violates its obligations, 
Labor ought to have the same right. This 
would go far towards stopping the issuing 
of waterec stock and overloading our rail- 
roads and the corporations with obligations 
for the benefit of the privileyed few. If the 
first earnings of the road should go towards 
labor and towards the protection of the 
public in keeping up the rolling stock, the 
dividends on the bogus stock would soon 
be so small that the stock would be worth- 
less. 

It will thus be seen that government by 
injunction is not a mere question in the 
difference of a writ, but it strikes at the 
very foundation of good government, and 
as it is settled, we shall have a government 
by the people or by the corporations. 
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HEADQUARTERS AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., October 12, 1908. 


‘len of Labor, Lovers of Human Liberty: 
You are believers in the form of govern- 
nent described by the immortal Lincoln 
as government of the people, for the people, 
nd by the people. You would not be true 
.mericans if you were not. This form of 
»vernment—the democratic form-—is a 
overnment by law and is the direct oppo- 
‘ite of the despotic form, which is govern- 
went by discretion. Government by in- 
‘inction is government by discretion—in 
other words, despotic. You would not will- 


ingly assist in destroying our present form 
of government in the United States, and I 
therefore assume that you would have the 
issue in this campaign stated plainly and 
simply in order that you may do your 
duty. 

The fact is that the judiciary, induced 
by corporations and trusts and protected by 
the Republican party, is, step by step, de- 
stroying government by law and substitut- 
ing therefor a government by judges, who 
determine what, in their opinion, is wrong; 
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what, in their opinion, is evidence; who, 
in their opinion, is guilty, and what, in 
their opinion, the punishment shall be. It 
is sought to make of the judges irrespon- 
sible despots, and by controlling them use 
this despotism in the interest of corporate 
power. 

In order to do this it was necessary to 
proceed secretively to prevent opposition 
becoming too strong; some strained ‘‘justi- 
fication ’’ for it had to be sought in the 
constitution of the United States. Thecon- 
stitution provides that judges shall have 
jurisdiction in law and equity, and by ex- 
tending the jurisdiction of judges “‘ sitting 
in equity’’ all safeguards erected to pro- 
tect human liberty are swept aside. 

Instead of the accuser proving the guilt 
of the accused, the accused is compelled to 
show cause why he should not be punished. 
The absolute power, in specific instances, 
of a judge sitting in chancery (which is the 
real name for equity) is gradually extended 
over the several fields of human activity, 
and a revolution is perfected. We then 
have despotic government by the judiciary 
in place of government of, for and by the 
people. 

This revolution has already progressed 
very far. It is depriving the workers of 
their rights as citizens, by forbidding the 
exercise of freedom of speech, freedom of 
the press, freedom of assembly and the 
right of petition, if, in the opinion of the 
judge, the exercise of these rights may 
work injury to the business of some cor- 
poration or trust. It is applicable to the 
worker today and will inevitably be made 
applicable to the business man at a later 
period. 

The progress of this revolution must be 
stopped. 

We must return to government by law 
in all instances where the revolution has 
been successful. 

This virus and poison has not only at- 
tacked the judicial branch of government, 
but has in several instances entered upon 
the legislative field, by making laws which 
may be enforced by equity process—that is, 
the judge is by law authorized to: 

Disregard all accepted rules of pro- 
cedure and of evidence, to 

Dispense with jury trial and substitute 
instead of these safeguards of human 
liberty his own opinion of what is right. 

It was with these serious thoughts in 
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mind that Labor’s representatives sub- 
mitted to the party in power—the Repub- 
lican party—in 1906 Labor’s Bill of Griev- 
ances, and respectfully urged that necessary 
legislation be enacted. Nothing was done. 

Injunction after injunction was issued, 
forbidding men to assist each other, to give 
information to each other, and to do in 
unison those things which it was the un- 
disputed right of the individual to do for 
himself. 

Inthe meantime the dispute between the 
hatters’ union and Mr. Loewe, of Dan- 
bury, Conn., was in progress from one 
court to another, until it reached the 
United States Supreme Court, where it was 
decided that: 


Organizations of working men and 
working women, for mutual aid and 
assistance, are illegal combinations in 
restraint of trade under the so-called 
Sherman anti-trust law; 


That any one injured thereby may recover 
threefold damages from the organizations, 
and if they have not the means, then from 
individual members thereof. Between this 
law, enforceable by equity process and the 
extension of the use of the writ of injunc- 
tion, the individual freedom of the worker 
to combine with others for mutual aid and 
protection is swept away and his rights as 
a citizen disregarded and denied. 

For all these steadily growing, dangerous 
tendencies there is but one remedy—legis- 
lation by the people through their proper 
representatives. Again, we appealed to 
Congress, and again our answer was a dis- 
tinct and emphatic “‘NO.” 

We drafted and caused to be introduced 
in Congress specific bills to stay and remedy 
the evil, but to no purpose. 

Labor was not only given an emphatic 
“NO,” but it was coupled with a statement 
by candidate for vice-president, Mr. Sher- 
man, accepted and approved by the majority 
of Congress, that his party fully under- 
stood what it was doing and accepted all 
responsibility both for what it did and 
what it did not do. - 

It is no attack upon the judges to say 
that they are men with a fair averaye 
quality of human nature; that they are 
subject to the prejudices and passions of 
men. 

They can not divest themselves of their 
humanity by putting on the judicial ermine 
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any more than can the king divest himself 
of his by putting on the crown. 

Despotic power under the ermine is as 
dangerous as despotic power under the 
crown. ‘To stay its progress some remedy 
must be had, and we therefore appealed to 
the Republican convention at Chicago and 
were given the same answer in still more 
insulting language if that were possible. 
We asked for bread and they showed us a 
whip, and in order to be certain that the 
whip will be effectually used the Republican 
party nominated as its standard bearer Mr. 
William H. Taft, the originator and spe- 
cific champion of discretionary govern" 
ment—that is, government by injunction. 
In passing I may say that his nomination, 
under the circumstances, was logica]. It 
would have been impossible for the party 
to find a more effective representative of its 
policy. 

Labor’s representatives then went to 
the Democratic party. That party made 
Labor’s contention its own. It pledged its 
candidates for every office to those remedies 
which Labor had already submitted to Con- 
gress. The standard bearer of the Demo- 


cratic party, Mr. William J. Bryan, entered 


fully into the essence of this struggle and 
declared that the real issue in this campaign 
is, ‘‘Shall the people rule?’’ 

The Republican party and its candidate 
stand for upholding and further extending 
into our country a despotic government 
vested in the judiciary. 

The Democratic party and its candidate 
stand for government by law vested in the 
people. 

As an American citizen, in view of these 
facts, I have no choice—I have only duty. 
Duty to preserve with my voice, pen, and 
ballot, that form of government for the 
preservation of which Lincoln said: “‘Men 
died at Gettysburg.”’ 

Human freedom and equality of all men 
before the law is the result of the struggle 
of the ages, and our holiest inheritance. 
This we must regain; this we must extend, 
so that it shall be a living, character mak- 
ing, conduct governing principle in Ameri- 
can life. 
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Labor has been and will be accused of 
partisanship, but in performing a solemn 
duty at this time in support ot a political 
party Labor does not become partisan to 
a political party, but partisan to a prin- 
ciple. 

As the campaign progresses, accusations, 
misrepresentations of all conceivable kinds 
will come thick and fast. In answer to them 
all, I have but tosay that men who have 
given a whole life’s energy to the great 
cause of labor and who, in all the years 
gone by, have been found faithful, honest 
and sincere are not likely to change their 
character all of a sudden. If we were de- 
sirous of either office or other emoluments 
they could have been obtained with greater 
ease from the party in power. 

I have said before, and now say again, 
that there is no political office in the gift of 
the American people, elective or appointive, 
that I would, under any circumstances, 
accept. Not that such offices could be 
lightly put aside by an American citizen, 
but that I believe I can do more for the 
ideas that I cherish and the work in which 
I am engaged, either as an official or as a 
member in the rank and file of the labor 
movement, and the threats of politicians 
to ‘‘burn brush fires’’ behind me where- 
ever I may go; to ‘‘create rebellion’’ 
in the labor’ movement against me 
and bring about my defeat for the presi- 
dency of the Federation, can have no influ- 
ence upon my mind and can not alter my 
course. As workers and citizens we have 
our franchise, as citizens we must use it 
to protect and extend equality of all men 
before the law and secure individual 
liberty for all men. 

And now, fellow-workers and friends of 
human liberty, Labor calls upon you to 
be true to yourselves and to each other, 
to stand faithfully by our friends and 
elect them, oppose and defeat our ene- 
mies, whether they be candidates for 
President, for Congress or other offices, 
whether executive, legislative or judicial. 

Sincerely and faithfully yours, 
SAML. GOMPERS, 
President, American Federation of Labor. 
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EDITORIAL. 


By SAMUEL GOMPERS, 


The twenty-eighth annual convention of the American Federation of Labor 
opens at Denver, on November 9th. It promises to be one of 


DENVER 

CONVENTION the largest conventions ever held by the American Federa- 
OF THE tion of Labor and will perhaps be the most important. 
A. F.OF L. Hundreds of delegates will gather there representing nearly 


two million wage-workers of the country. The deliberation of these dele- 
gates will touch upon so many fundamental problems of civic and indus- 
trial life that public attention will be sharply focused on the actions of the 
convention. 

Each annual convention of the American Federation of Labor is truly 
more important than its predecessors. Our Federation yearly grows in 
numbers, influence, and scope of activity. During the past year it has been 
evident that the opposition of those who would exploit humanity grows 
more desperate as an enlightened public opinion and the strength of the 
organized workers compel a greater degree of justice for the workers. 

The trade union movement as voiced by the American Federation of 
Labor is a basic and logically necessary outgrowth of present indus- 
trial conditions. These conditions are kaleidoscopic in their constant 
change, but the fundamental economic principles remain, and doubtless we 
apprehend them more clearly, as they evolve in new combinations. The 
trade union, while adhering to policies which experience has shown to be 
wise, daily grows and learns and readily adapts itself to every new require- 
ment of the times. It is at once the inspiration, the teacher, and the defender 
of its members—aye, of the masses as a whole. 

Important events have crowded so fast since the last convention that 
we may truly say that never in the history of the labor movement was 
there greater need of earnest, united, and loyal action on behalf of the 
toilers. We believe that never was there among the workers so great an 
earnestness of purpose, so serious an aspiration to achieve the highest 
ideals which our movement contemplates. 

At the time the Norfolk convention was held (November, 1907) an 
application was pending for an injunction by the Van Cleave Buck’s Stove 
and Range Company against the officers of the American Federation of 
Labor, its affiliated unions and members. The temporary injunction was 
granted in December, 1907, and made permanent in March, 1908. The 
most important development in the case, however, is the pending trial for 
alleged contempt of the injunction, in which Samuel Gompers, Frank 
Morrison, and John Mitchell are ordered to ‘‘ show cause’’ why they should 
not be punished for their exercise of the rights of free press and free speech 
in discussing the injunction. 
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The trial will not have been concluded before the Denver convention, 
and the defendants, in making their report to the convention of the present 
status of the case, may be held to be additionally in contempt. It is indeed 
a new development in economics to have the officers of the American 
Federation of Labor performing their duty to their members with the 
menace of a jail sentence hanging over them for so doing. It is indeed a 
situation which may well make the deliberations of this convention memor- 
able. It may be said here, however, that no fear of such punishment will 
deter these officers from serving their members as faithfully and fully at 
this convention as they have always endeavored to do in the past. 

Hardly had the sweeping character of this injunction been realized by 
our members than a new menace arose which still threatens not only the 
future usefulness, but indeed the very existence of organized effort of the 
workers. 

We refer to the decision of the Supreme Court in the Danbury Hatters’ 
case, classing the labor unions as trusts and illegal conspiracies in restraint 
of trade under the Sherman anti-trust law, and rendering even individual 
members liable in threefold damages and subject to fine and imprisonment 
or both. The right to make peaceful wage agreements with employers 
was decided to be evidence of conspiracy. That the decision has not yet 
been applied in all its severity renders the situation no less serious, for it 
may be enforced at the whim, caprice, or anger of any administration, in 
its utmost rigor at any time. 

So grave was the crisis deemed that a conference of officers and re- 
sponsible representatives of all affiliated international unions was called at 
Washington last March. It was decided first to appeal to Congress for 
legislation which could readily be enacted to amend the Sherman law so as 
to restore it to its original intent and also to define the power of injunction 
and restrain its abuse in labor cases. Should Congress fail to heed this ap- 
peal the officers of the American Federation of Labor were directed to take 
such further steps as would enable the workers exercise their political 
power to correct these evils. 

It is a matterof recent history that Congress utterly refused to enact 
the desired legislation and boasted that it was willing to be judged by its 
record. 

Acting upon instructions the officers of the American Federation of 
Labor then visited both the Republican and Democratic conventions and 
asked that Labor’s demands be inserted in the platforms. 

There was nothing politically partisan in this action nor has there been 
in any of the subsequent movement in which the workers have participated 
in the struggle for their rights. 

The Republican party refused to incorporate Labor’s demands in its 
platform and instead adopted a plank which favored the enactment intolaw 
of all the injunction abuses of which the workers complain. Labor’s atti- 
tude in regard to the Supreme Court decision in the Danbury Hatters’ case 
was construed as an attack upon the dignity of the courts. 

The Democratic convention accepted Labor’s demands and made them 
a part of its platform. 
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This action of the two great parties was laid before the rank and file of 
labor. The campaign is still in progress as this is written, and it is impos- 
sible to say what the result will be, but having faith in the intelligence and 
patriotism of the men of labor and all liberty loving citizens, we have confi- 
dence in the result. 

This, however, may be said of the forthcoming Denver convention. 
Labor will not discontinue its efforts to utilize its political power in order 
to secure the restoration and protection of its rights. The present campaign 
has been waged along strictly non-partisan political lines. The workers have 
thrown off the shackles of party domination. They have acted, not as 
Republican or Democratic partisans, but as wage-workers, who love freedom, 
acting as responsible citizens, determined to exercise their utmost power to 
resist the encroachment of those forces which threaten to undermine human 
freedom—the very stability of our Republic. How tostill further strengthen 
and utilize the forces of industrial liberty, civic rights, and equality before 
the law will be the most important subjects to be considered at the Denver 
convention. 

The delegates will bring to their important tasks a strong appre- 
ciation of the gravity of the issues involved and we feel sure that 
from the united wisdom of their deliberations will. be evolved plans of pro- 
cedure for the coming year which will carry the American Federation of 
Labor far along the path of organizing and educating all the toilers of the 
country into one grand federated movement united in purpose, energetic 
in action, inspired by high ideals, and imbued with the true patriotism 
which in seeking the good of the labor movement seeks also the best 


interests of all. 





The realization has come rather tardily to Mr. Taft and his party that 
what they term the “‘labor vote’’ is a most important factor 
CANDIDATE , : : 
TAFT, TAKE ” the present campaign. Mr. Taft and his party have 
NOTICE! largely their own record to thank for the present well nigh 
unanimous, spontaneous, and enthusiastic political activity 
of the workers in their own behalf. It was a Republican congress which 
flouted Labor’s most reasonable legislative demands. It was a Republican 
convention which insulted and scorned the request of Labor for reasonable 
recognition in its platform. It is Mr. Taft’s injunctions and other matters 
affecting the rights of the workers which make him an undesirable and 
unpopular candidate. 

Yet from the loud protest which arises from Republican sources it 
would seem that this party had an idea that it owned the labor vote and 
had only to herd it upto the polls to be voted. The howl about the wicked- 
ness of attempting to ‘‘deliver the labor vote’’ comes from those who ex- 
pected to handle it without trouble in Mr. Taft’s favor. 

The fact that the workers intend to deliver their own votes causes con- 


sternation. That the trend is strongly toward the Democratic party and 


Mr. Bryan in this campaign is logically because from that party and candi- 
date came the assurances of sympathy and help which were so openly 


refused by the Republicans. 
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If there were any prospect that the workers could be deceived and 
cajoled into voting en d/oc for Mr. Taft, then would the Republican press 
teem with fulsome flattery to the toilers as to their sagacity and wisdom. 
Verily it makes a difference whose ox is gored. The labor slogan: 

‘‘Not partisan toa political party, but partisan toa principle’ may well 
cause anxiety, for it is the notice to all parties that the workers propose 
to unite for the interests of the great common people and to vote at all 
times in whatever direction will best accomplish that result. 

But, realizing the defection of the workers from their ranks how do 
the Republicans meet the issue? We regret to say that the situation has 
been met with abuse and misrepresentation of the workers and their chosen 
advisers rather than in any broad spirit of patriotism. 

Let us consider Mr. Taft’s character as revealed by his campaign 
utterances. Let us judge from them and from his record what sort of 
a President he would make. 

As a jurist, asa statesman, as aman of presumably broad public spirit, 
as one asking the suffrages of the people to administer the highest office 
which can be given at their hands, should we not above all things expect 
of Mr. Taft thorough candor, profound sincerity, nobility of purpose and 
an earnest desire to realize the highest ideals of a free government? 

Yet do we find Mr. Taft displaying these qualities of broad statesman- 
ship in his attitude toward the questions in which the workers and other 
liberty loving citizens are most vitally interested ? 

We regret to say that Mr. Taft exhibits exactly the opposite of all 
these desirable qualities in his frantic and undignified pursuit of the labor 
vote. He knows in his heart that neither his record nor his character 
entitle him to that support, and his tactless and insincere methods are such 
as to arouse resentment and distrust. 

Mr. Taft spends a good deal of time discounting his own record as an 
injunction judge. He seems always to be oppressed with the necessity for 
“explaining.’’ With the most elaborate sophistry he beclouds and con- 
fuses the real history of hisfamous Ann Arbor and Phelan and Ohio brick- 
layer injunction cases. He protests that he really has been misunderstood. 
He only followed precedent and if he made any mistakes it was because of 
that bugbear ‘‘precedent.’’ With a ponderous effort to be jocose he some- 
times says: 

While a judge on the bench, I had to decide a good many cases which, if I had 
looked forward to holding political office, I might have wished to avoid. 

In this remark he comes nearer being candid than at any time in the 
campaign. He never discusses the basic principles involved. He never 
admits that he abused the injunction power. With a curious lack of com- 
prehension of the intelligence of the workers, Mr. Taft seems to think that 
his ingeniously twisted history of his injunctions will be received without 
question by the workers of the country. 

But the workers remember the injustice and suffering inflicted at the 
time. They remember that under his injunctions men were sent to jail who 
had committed no crime or violated any law. They also realize the greater 
mischief wrought through the precedents set by Judge Taft in these 
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injunctions since followed by other judges. Audiences did not become 
enthusiastic over Mr. Taft’s explanations which failed to explain. 

He then went about the country asserting that he had ‘‘done more 
for the working people than Mr. Gompers ever did.’’ Softly, Mr. Taft; 
let us leave the decision on that point to the toilers and their friends. But 
we would suggest, in all mildness, that, had Mr. Taft's services been so 
great and valuable, he would not have been obliged to shout himself hoarse 
‘“‘explaining.’’ The wage-workers and their friends are not slow to appre- 
ciate the services of anyone who, in doing much for them, has also advanced 
the interests of humanity at large, but the services must be vea/. Words 
without deeds are the hollowest of all claims. 

One would think to read Mr. Taft’s speeches that he had not only 
protected the rights of the workers but established a few new ones for them. 
Indeed, one would infer Mr. Taft wanted the wage-workers to believe that 
he invented the labor union. But this buncombe is in fact very wide of 
the truth. Mr. Taft has always been the active and energetic servant of 
the corporations as against the unions, as his judicial record proves. He is 
now the acceptable candidate of the trust and Van Cleave interests. It 
will be noted, too, that Mr. Taft uses this gush about his friendship to the 
toilers only when talking to wage-worker audiences. Pray why does he 
shift his talk when addressing business men ? 

Mr. Taft in his speeches omits any reference to some very interesting 
phases of his career as judge. We will briefly consider his action in order- 
ing a 10 per cent reduction in wages in the case of Thomas vs. Cincinnati, 
New Orleans, and Texas Pacific Railroad Company ( Federal Reporter, vol. 
62, pp. 669-671, Circuit Court, S. D., Ohio, W. D., April 30, 1894, No. 
4,598). 

We quote from Mr. Taft’s decision, not so much to give a history of 
the case as to show his animus toward the wage-workers, whor ~=> now 
professes to love so dearly. 

Mr. Taft says: 

This is an application by the employes in the service of the receiver of the Cincin- 
nati, New Orleans & Texas Pacific Railroad Company to the court to direct the receiver 
to rescind an order made by him reducing the wages 10 per cent from tomorrow, the 
istof May. * * * The employes have no legal rights which are about to be vio- 
lated by the order complained of. * * * Jfthey are not content with the wages, they 
are not compelled to accept them, and may retire from his employment. 1 repeat that 
from a strictly legal standpoint they have no standing in this court to call for an adjudi- 
cation of any rights. But the petitioners, so long as they remain in the receiver’s 
employ, are very important in the operation of the road. The receiver is the agent of 
the road in operating the road. The petitioners are the employes of the receiver, and 
therefore are the employes of the court. This isa petition to the court, as their em- 
ployer, to exercise its discretion not to reduce wages. Their appeal is exactly like that 
of an appeal by an employe to an employer, except that, whi/e an employer may be 
moved by considerations of charity, the court is limited in the exercise of its discretion to 
such action as may be consistent with the preservation of the property and i/s due admin- 
istration in the interests of those who own it. How much of a discretion these limits give 
to the court it is not necessary now todetermine. Zhe employes have, doubiless, by 
reason of arrangements made for living along the road, a motive for remaining in the 
employ of the road, and it will be a loss to them to withdraw from the employment of the 
receiver, and seek employment elsewhere, larger than the mere cut in wages. 
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How familiar all this coldly contemptuous sort of patronage sounds. 
How often have we heard it before from employers whose chief business 
in life is to coin dollars from the necessities of their employes. Of course 
men are not compelled to accept the cut in wages. They can always re- 
tire from employment and while looking for work starve to death along 
with their wives and little ones. 

But Mr. Taft in the latter portion of the above quoted paragraph allows 
the vea/ reason to appear why he thinks it safe to enforce the cut in wages. 
The employes are ving along the road. It will be more expensive for them 
to go elsewhere and seek employment than to accept the cut in wages. 
There you are, the most cold-blooded, grasping selfishness in taking ad- 
vantage of the situation in which the workers find themselves, is typified. 
No query as to what it costs them to live; no investigation as to the justice 
of the proposed reduction in wages. No consideration of their reduced 
efficiency in serving the public, by reason of lowering their standard of 
living. No comparison with wages paid elsewhere for the same work. 

Judge Taft shows by the following statement that the hearing granted 
to the employes was a mere farce. He and the receiver had consulted 
and in advance he had endorsed the cut in wages; he says: 

The receiver, before issuing the order in question (to reduce wages 10 per cent), 
considered it of sufficient importance to consult the court as to its propriety, and ‘the 
court approved it on his recommendation. 

The employes based their protest against the reduction on the fact that 
other roads in the same vicinity were paying higher wages for the same 
kind of work. Judge Taft declined to go into that question and said: 

As already stated, ‘he order was made by the receiver after consultation with the 
court (Taft); and, in the absence of a strong showing to the contrary, the court must 
presume that the order was well made. The order must therefore stand and go into 
force tomorrow. But counsel for the men will have the right, upon five days’ notice to 
counsel for the receiver, to present an application to modify the order. When the appli- 
cation is duly made it will be heard on the evidence then presented. Meantime the 
motion to file the present petition is overruled and ¢he order will stand. 

The employes did later present overwhelming evidence to sustain their 
contention. Judge Taft declined to accept their testimony against that of 
the receiver (who had formerly been president of the company), and the 
cut in wages was enforced. There was no investigation as to how much 
watered stock was absorbing profits or by what bad management the road 
had come into the hands of a receiver. Judge Taft pointed his second re- 
fusal to modify the order for a 10 per cent reduction of wages with the 
following eulogy on the receiver, who had made the cut: 

We desire to testify to the fidelity, energy, and singleness of purpose with which 
he (the receiver) has discharged his duties, and the sense of fairness he has always 
manifested in respect to his employes. If the time shall come when the interests of his 
trust and returning prosperity permit, we doubt not he will be glad to restore wages 
and work to all whom this order injuriously affects. 

How that must have soothed the employes who had wages reduced; 
yet that same year the courts in other portions of the country reversed the 
action of the receivers in ordering a general cut in wages on the Union 
Pacific, on the ground that the employes could not give the public efficient 





964 AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST 


service if their wages were cut beyond the prevailing rate. So Judge Taft 
could not have based his order on the average state of wages throughout 
the country. We are inclined to the belief that the employes on the Union 
Pacific were better organized and had the luck to present their case to a 
judge who had more conception of the rights of the people than Judge Taft. 

We call especial attention to this case because it illustrates so well Mr. 
Taft’s characteristics. It is always words, words for the toilers and deeds 
for the corporations—no conception of anything outside corporation 
influence and precedent. 

He is now willing forsooth to give a hearing to both sides (sometimes) 
before issuing an injunction. But his injunction record shows that he 
knows well the hearing would not alter the previous determination to issue 
the injunction. He listened to the employes’ protest against the action of 
the receiver of a railroad (having first agreed with the receiver~privately ), 
then brushed their evidence aside and reaffirmed the agreement he had 
reached with the receiver. His injunction history shows the same willing- 
ness to bow to corporate influence. Would he do differently were he 
President? : 

Mr. Taft and his supporters put the finishing touches on their labor 
oratory when they beseech men to vote for him as the representative of 
the ‘‘full dinner pail.’’ It is an insult to the intelligence of the workers to 
assume that so material a symbol measures the height of their ideals and 
aspirations; but the sad truth is that at present they have not even the full 
dinner pail, nor have they had it for the past year. It is most unfeeling to 
tantalize, and brutal to make such a reference to our hundreds and thou- 
sands of idle men. 

The lack of employment was brought about by no fault of the workers, 
but by the manipulations of the Princes of Finance, under the administra- 
tion which urges the people to vote for Taft if they want a continu- 
ance of all the policies which now characterize our national life. 

Mr. Taft does not say very much about the Panama Canal, and wisely; 
but what he does say is colored by the same spirit of misrepresentation 
which runs through all his other defenses. He speaks of the high wages 
paid to the shovelmen. In this Mr. Taft has nothing but Hobson’s choice. 
He must pay those wages or leave the canal undug. Surely he does not 
pay the same rate of wages to machinists, carpenters, and others, and for 
the very good reason that these men consent to work for less, and he 
therefore pays them less. In a letter just received from a machinist 
employed on the Panama Canal, he declares emphatically that foreign 
mechanics and workmen are retained in empolyment and American me- 
chanics dismissed from the service, and that the effect of the repeal of the 
eight hour law, so far as it applies to the Panama Canal, not only affects 
foreign, but American workmen. A repeal, by the way, advocated by 
Mr. Taft when he was Secretary of War, on the ground that the men, 
having no amusements on the Panama Canal, if they work them longer 
than eight hours it would keep them out of devilment (see Congressional 
hearings). 

It should not be forgotten that Mr. Taft favored the importation of 
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Chinese labor to dig the canal, and this project was only given up upon the 
urgent protest of the toilers of our country, made through the American 
Federation of Labor. The organized workers on the canal can thank their 
unions, and not Mr. Taft, for the conditions they have secured there. As 
to the vast mass of unorganized employes on the canal, the less said about 
them by Mr. Taft the better. 

In the matter of the abuse of injunctions Mr. Taft ignores the fact that 
any injustice has ever been done. The important thing to be remembered 
about his discussion of the injunction question is that he stands for the 
Republican platform which favors the enactment into law of the very injunction 
abuses of which the workers complain. The recent Republican Congress also 
refused to enact any legislation which would give reliet from the injunc- 
tion abuse. Does Mr. Taft ever-try to ‘‘explain’’ that? 

We admit that it must be pretty difficult to stand upon such a plat- 
form and with such a party and judicial record behind him and yet make 
a satisfactory showing to the workers, but Mr. Taft would better remain 
silent than try to impose upon the toilers with the shallow sophistry and 
abuse which characterize his speeches. 

Mr. Taft and his party seem not to realize that the workers and their 
friends are so fully alive to the abuses to which they have been subjected, 
that they are not going to be satisfied with political claptrap. 

The issue is absolutely clear. Labor asked Congress for the Pearre 
injunction bill, H. R. 94, to remedy the abuse of injunctions and the 
Wilson bill, H. R. 20,584, to amend the Sherman anti-trust law to exempt 
labor unions from its application. Congress refused. 

Yet Mr. Taft seems to think that the workers should support him and 
his party after such treatment. If he is really the friend of the workers; 
if he is in favor of their equality before the law with all other citizens; if 
he is opposed to judicial discrimination against the toilers; if he loves 
liberty and human freedom, why does he not recommend the enactment 
of the Pearre and the Wilson bills? They involve less than was accorded 
even the workers of monarchical England by the Trades Dispute Act; they 
surely ought not be denied to the toilers of our Republic. 

The Trades Dispute Act passed by the British Parliament December, 
1906, was opposed by the Tories of that country. Mr. Taft representing the 
Tories of the United States is sophistical, where he is not silent, hypo- 
critical, instead of candid, and thereby seeks to hide his real antagonism 
to according to the toiling millions of our country the justice and freedom to 
which they are naturally and rationally entitled and will secure—candidate 
Taft’s silence or opposition to the contrary notwithstanding. Candidate 
Taft, the spirit of justice and freedom is aroused. 

Take notice! 

For all these reasons: 

We now call upon the workers of our common country to 
Stand faithfully by our friends, 

Oppose and defeat our enemies, whether they be 
Candidates for President, 

For Congress, or other offices, whether 

Executive, legislative, or judicial. 
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Mr. Taft has never denounced coercion of employes as to how they shall 
MR. TAFT, WHAT vote, although he must know it is being widely em- 
IS YOUR OPINION  Ployed in his behalf. If he does not, then he knows 
ON COERCING THE too little to be a safe President. 

“LABOR VOTE?” Here is what the Associated Press quotes Mr. 

Bryan as saying on this point: 

Bryan read from a dispatch in a Columbus paper which stated that 500 workmen 
of the ‘‘Big Four’’ railroad at Bellefontaine, part of the New York Central system, had 
been called together in the shops and notified that if Bryan was elected there would be 
a 10 per cent reduction in wages, and that if he was defeated there would be an increase 
in both pay and work. 

The dispatch stated that these officials were making a tour of the entire sy stem for 
the purpose of making the same announcement to all the employes. 

‘*There, my friends,’’ said Bryan, ‘‘is the statement in a Republican paper of the 
threat made by the officials of a great railroad system. They threaten to punish men 
for voting the Democratic ticket by a 10 per cent reduction in their wages, and a promise 
of increase in pay and work if they will vote the Republican ticket. 

‘*T say to you that the little ward heeler who goes around and bribes a man for $5 
is a moral character beside the man who attempts to use his power to threaten those 
who work for him and to buy them bya promise of increase or threaten them by a 
promise of decrease. 

‘*T want the American people to understand that we have something like 1,500,000 
of railway employes. And if the managers of these roads can enter politics and coerce 
that many men, then independent elections are past in this country. And if these men 
can put into office men hostile to the *-boring man, then by these coercions they can 
force upon the laboring man any antagonistic legislation that they desire. 

‘*We tell the laboring menthat if we win we will amend anti-trust laws so as to take 
the labor organization from under the operation of those laws. Now come these heads 
of railroads to tell their employes that if they dare to ask for relief from this anti-trust 
law they will be punished by a reduction in wages. 

‘*We sayin our platform that if we win we will limit the writ of injunction so that a 
labor dispute will not in itself be a sufficient ground for the issuance of that writ; that 
there must be something done; there must be conditions that would justify that writ 
even if there were no labor dispute, before it shall be used in such a dispute. And now 
come the heads of these great corporations and notify these men that if they dare to 
ask for relief from this writ of injunction under these circumstances they will be 
punished by a reduction of wages.”’ 

Mr. Taft is silent on coercion of workmen. Mr. Bryan has spoken. 


Choose between them. 





In several sections of the country the Republican candidates for Con- 
gress are obliged by their constituents to pledge themselves not to vote for 
the election of Cannon as Speaker of the House. ‘‘Genial Uncle Joe’’ has 
been requested of to speak in several places outside his own district. Con- 
gressional nominees regard him as a sure hoodoo. Quite a number of 
church societies have ‘‘Uncle Joe’’ on their unfair list and are pushing an 
active boycotton him. Poor old Mephistopheles! And the representatives 
of the workers are traveling up and down that gerrymandered Danville 
district telling ‘‘Uncle Joe’s’’ constituents how obnoxious to the whole 
country his conduct as Czar of the House has made him. 

His constituents are earnestly considering voting to let him stay at 
home. It looks as though the speakership days of Cannon were over, and 
most of his party pray for that consummation quite as devoutly as do the 
workers. Then why not give ‘‘Uncle Joe’’ the privilege of private life? 
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Workers everywhere should be on their guard against the insidious 
attempts which will be made to defeat Labor’s campaign 
TIMELY for its rights. Noslander against your officers and friends 
WARNING. will be too vile to be placed in circulation. Every scheme 
that malice and trickery can devise will be brought into 
play. We have been warned, and we believe it to be true, that the 
country will be flooded a few days before election with newspaper attacks 
and campaign literature making false and sensational attacks upon the 
officers of the American Federation of Labor and those who have promised 
to safeguard the interests of Labor. This will be done to confuse and dis- 
tract the minds of the voters. 

As far as possible the worst of such attacks will be timed so that they 
can not be successfully answered before the vote is taken. Every union, 
every worker, every friend of Labor should be on guard against attacks of 
this sort. Consider the sources from which they come. Remember the object 
which they aim to accomplish. 

Never before was Labor so alert to vote for its own rights and 
interest. Never before were its opponents so desperately determined to 
divide and disrupt the workers and defeat their effort in this campaign. 

If the workers will but remember that those who have been their 
tried and true friends and advisers for years are not likely to prove false 
to them in their hour of need. If the workers will but stand together for 
their own interests all such efforts will prove fruitless. 

This is a time that tries men’s souls. 

Workers, be true to yourselves, and do not allow yourselves to be 
fooled and led astray even by those enemies who, falsely masquerading as 
friends, would first disrupt your forces and then reduce you to serfdom. 





In his speeches candidate Taft makes a point of attacking the president of 
MR. TAFT— the American Federation of Labor. The following was 
ANSWER given to the press of the country by Mr. Gompers, in 
BEFORE reply to one of Mr. Taft’s most abusive attacks. As Mr. 
ELECTION. Taft has neither apologized nor admitted that he was 
wrong, it is deemed well to give the matter here for the consideration of 
our readers. 

Mr. Gompers said: ‘‘Candidate Taft is going from bad to worse. 
During his tour of North Dakota he, so the newspapers report, handled 
‘that man Gompers roughly, and ridiculed him with rasping sarcasm.’ 
Again, at Denver, Judge Taft was reported as ‘vigorously and positively’ 
attacking me, and added, ‘this thing of Mr. Gompers having the labor vote 
in his power and laboring men believing the lies he tells is something that 
I complain of.’ 

It is quite evident that candidate Taft is losing his temper, as well as 
his manners and his dignity. He can not meet the truth and the justice 
of Labor’s contention as regards his injunction record. He can not explain 
away his party’s refusal in Congress to accord the relief from discriminat- 
ing decisions against the workers in the injunction abuse, and from the 





968 AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST 


interpretation of the Sherman anti-trust law by the Supreme Court, under 
which the voluntary organizations of the working people are held as trusts. 
I assert that he can not meet these issues, and he, therefore, resorts to the 
well-known policy of the pettifogger who has a bad case—that is, abuse of 
the other side. He evidently believes that by accusing me he can extricate 
himself from a bad situation. 

Mr. Taft has worn the judicial ermine and occupied high public office 
and is now appealing to the people for their votes for the highest office 
within their gift. He should cease from dealing in generalities and 
specify in any particular where I have lied about him, and I now declare 
that if heso specifies and his accusation is true, I will make public re- 
traction and due apology to him. Upon the other hand, as an American 
citizen, I have endeavored to be faithful and loyai to the interests of Labor 
and have aided somewhat in the common uplift of all our people, and there 
is a large portion of the manhood and womanhood of our country who en- 
tertain respect for and confidence in me, and out of respect to them as well 
as to myself, I insist that unless Mr. Taft specifies in what particular I 
have lied about him, that he make public retraction and due apology to 
me. Mr. Taft, don’t defer this until after election; do so now. 

Candidate Taft knows that his party and he have declared against any 
relief from the un-American discrimination against the working people 
practiced by the courts denying to the workers equality before the law or trial 
by jury when disputes arise between trusts and corporations on the one hand 
and their employes on the other. 

The working people of the country know that Mr. Taft’s ‘‘ridicule 
and rasping sarcasm’’ are not aimed at me personally, but at them, for 
there is not one thought I have expressed or one step which I have taken 
but what had their initiative in the desire of the rank and file of America’s 
toiling masses, unorganized as well as organized. 

In any event, the grievances which the workers have to endure, and 
which they voice and emphasize even more strongly than I do, deserve 
something better than ridicule and rasping sarcasm at the hands of Mr. 
Taft, the presidential candidate. 

But Mr. Taft, departing from his lighter vein of attack, now accuses 
me of lying. Perhaps he imagines that because he has been a judge 
aud later occupied high office that he therefore is immune from counter 
attack, and is at liberty to apply insulting epithets to me because I have 
always been, and prefer to remain, with the masses of our people who 
struggle for justice and right. It is likely that Mr. Taft would not use 
such epithets toward any citizen providing he were other than a repre- 
sentative of labor. 

But in what have I lied in regard to any matter which touches Judge 
Taft? Those who know me will attest my dependability and my veracity. 
Judge Taft is the first respectable man to question either. With my asso- 
ciates of the Executive Council of the American Federation of Labor I 
have placed before the people the hostile record of the recent Republican 
Congress and the Republican platform’s injurious declarations in regard to 
Labor. In editorials and in public addresses I have reiterated and 
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emphasized these, and have reviewed Judge Taft’s injunctions and his 
declarations in his letter of acceptance and his speeches since his nomina- 
tion, showing their hostility to Labor. 

I have pointed out that the Republican majority in Congress refused 
to pass any law asked by Labor involving the principle of equality before 
the law of the workers with all other citizens—or even to pass a law 
restoring to the voluntary organizations of the workers the rights of which 
they were shorn by the Supreme Court decision in the Hatters’ case. The 
law which Labor asked Congress to pass is less than is contained in the 
Trades Dispute Act passed by the British parliament December, 1906. Labor 
believes that the modicum of justice granted to the workers in monarchical 
England should not be denied to the workers in the republic of the United 
States. I also stated that candidate Taft has not uttered a word on this 
subject, before or since his nomination, which would show a more just 
feeling on his part. 

In making these statements, was I lying or telling the truth? 

I have asserted that Senator Hopkins for the Republican platform 
committee, at Chicago, told the spokesmen of: Labor that they could have 
ten nfinutes in which to present their case. The labor representatives 
declared they could not do so in that prescribed time, and if confined 
thereto would prefer to go away unheard; that finally, but grudgingly, a 
few more minutes were granted. 

I have stated that the Republican platform is a denial of any relief 
from wrong and injustice to Labor; that it would have been less of an 
insult had the subject been entirely ignored. When chagrin was expressed 
at the result of Labor’s efforts, representative Republicans, at Chicago, 
scornfully declared that we ought to ‘‘go to Denver.’’ This was made a 
slogan by Mr. Van Cleave and his industrial and political cohorts who are 
supporting Mr. Taft’s candidacy. 

In so stating was I lying or telling the truth? 

In most of the injunctions issued by the federal courts in labor dis- 
putes the injunctions issued by Judge Taft form the basis for their action. 

The injunction issued by Justice Gould of the Supreme Court of the Distriad 
of Columbia, in the case of the Van Cleave Buck's Stove and Range Company 
against the American Federation of Labor, its officers, and their two million 
constituents, is based on Judge Taft's injunctions. Indeed, Justice Gould quotes 
Judge Taft’s language in issuing that injunction. Under Justice Gould’s 
injunction John Mitchell, Frank Morrison, and I are now on trial to 
‘show cause’’ why we should not be fined, or imprisoned, or both, for 
alleged violation of the terms of that injunction in exercising our right 
of free press and free speech. 

In so stating have I been lying, or have I told the truth? 

I have said that the Republican platform did not even provide for 
formal notice before the issuance of injunctions and indeed that such 
notice in itself is neither a relief nor a remedy from the abuse and perver- 
sion of the injunction writ. A notice of intent to do a wrong does not and 
can not make the wrong right. Justice Gould gave notice of the Buck’s 
Stove and Range Company injunction suit against the American Federa- 
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tion of Labor and its officers, but the injunction was granted without 
change or modification; and this injunction prohibits the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor, the Federation itself, its affiliated organiza- 
tions, and their two million members from exercising the right of free 
speech and free press. 

In so stating have I been lying, or have I told the truth? 

The basis upon which Justice Gould issued his injunction is well 
known to Judge Taft. Will Mr. Taft say definitely and clearly whether 
that injunction is not in accord with the language of his letter of 
acceptance ? 

In view of the Republican party’s binding declaration, which affirms 
the present practice and abuse of the injunction process applied to 
Labor. With Mr. Taft in the presidential chair, with ‘‘Sunny Jim’’ Sher- 
man (who declared that he and the Republican party knew what they were 
doing in the recent Congress and were responsible for legislation or for the 
failure of legislation) in the United States Senate presiding officer’s chair, 
and with ‘‘genial’’ Uncle Joe Cannon, the Mephistopheles of American poli- 
tics, in the Speaker’s chair, what promise or hope can there be for con- 
gressional relief from the unjust, un-American condition in which the 
toilers and the masses of the people of our country are now placed? 

Did not candidate Taft read, or did not someone tell him, that neither 

my colleagues nor myself have either by word or action assumed that we 
had the right or the power to deliver the ‘‘ Labor vote’’ to any candi- 
date? Does he not know that upon every occasion in this campaign that I 
have emphatically declared that I did not presume either to dictate to, or 
deliver the vote of any citizen of the entire country, and having known 
this fact, is it fair for Mr. Taft to declare and reiterate so palpable an un- 
truth? Isit not indeed an attempt to deceive the people? Mr. Taft will 
learn that the working people and all other liberty loving people are doing 
their own thinking and will deliver their own votes to their friends, despite 
his chicanery and abuse. 

The Republican party and its candidate Judge Taft have spoken—so 
have the Democratic party and its candidate Mr. Bryan, and the people 
have made their choice and know for whom they will vote. The men of 
the American labor movement and their supporters have declared that 
they will: 

Stand faithfully by our friends, 

Oppose and defeat our enemies, whether they be 

Candidates for President, 

For Congress, or other offices, whether 

Executive, legislative, or judicial.’’ 





As a proof of the widespread public interest in our campaign we point 
to the fact that the American Federation of Labor headquarters is besieged 
with requests for speakers to explain the labor issues of the campaign. 
All other questions pale into insignificance before it. Labor’s campaign 
has become the great patriotic campaign of the common people for their 


rights. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Workers, victory is ours if we but be true to ourselves, elect our 
friends and defeat our enemies. Let no trick of the opposition, sprung at 
the eleventh hour, take victory from us. Each man must make his choice 
and vote as his conscience dictates. The toilers are united in purpose. 
Don’t let any employer dictate to you how you shall cast your vote. Be 
men, not dumb, driven cattle. Be not misled by lies and abuse concerning 
those you have trusted. Vote for the candidate who has promised to pro- 
tect your interests and restore your rights. Let every man do his duty on 
election day and the workers—yes, the people of the country—will score 
a splendid victory against the powers which seek to crush you. 

What a strange commentary on their lack of political sagacity that the 
Republican press and Republican campaign orators have nothing but 
abuse, misrepresentation and vilification for the workers in this campaign. 
There has been no recognition of the industrial crisis which drives the 
toilers, organized and unorganized, from farm, field, factory, mill and 
mine and shop, to make common cause for their rights. How short- 
sighted and cowardly to have only abuse for the honest, law-abiding effort 
of the workers to use their political power for the betterment of the nation. 
Can it be that the dominant party believed the workers to be already so 
weak, so helpless, so cowed that they dare not assert themselves? It would 
be almost unbelievable—did not the facts of this campaign prove it—that 
a dominant party with its hostile record toward any tangible proposition 
involving justice or liberty should have expected to gather in the votes of 
the toilers whom it had despoiled, scorned and defied in every way. 

When aroused to the fact that Labor is a most vital and important 
factor in this campaign—still only abuse, lies, and calumny. This treatment 
should be to the workers the strongest proof of what they will receive at 
the hands of Injunction Judge Taft, if it were possible to elect him President. 

Van Cleave’s official journal American /ndustries prints a long list 
of replies to his political circular from members of the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers. They all favor the election of Taft and urge as 
the reason that he will protect and further ‘heir interests. Fellow-workers, 
take notice! The ‘‘interests’’ of the Van Cleave outfit are the destruc- 
tion of unions and reduction of wages. They are interested in perpetuating 
the abuse of the injunction so that workmen shall be prohibited from leaving 
employment no matter how oppressive; that they shall be deprived of the 
right of public assemblage, and freedom of speech and freedom of the press. 
If the Van Cleaves are for Taft, that in itself should be proof where your 
interests lie. 


Note at what length the daily Republican press reports the abuse 
which Debs heaps ypon the president of the American Federation of Labor. 
Is this because it loves Debs? The Republicans hope thereby to mislead 
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the ignorant or unwary workmen and persuade them to vote in oppo- 
sition to the American Federation of Labor’s political campaign. It will 
not work, gentlemen. You have no idea how alert, intelligent, and deter- 
mined are the toilers of our land. 





Events are proving the truth of what we said early in the campaign 
about the Independent and Socialist parties being Taft Aid Societies. 
Workmen who can not vote for Taft are urged to vote the Socialist or In- 
dependent ticket. This is good politics from their point of view for they 
realize that to divide the labor vote is the next best thing to having it unit- 
edly for Taft. A vote for the Socialist or Independent party is one lost to 
the Democratic candidate. ‘‘Divide the opposition,’’ is ever the cry of the 
enemy. It is admitted on all hands that neither the Socialist nor Inde- 
pendent party have the slightest chance of winning in this campaign. It 
is also admitted that their only hope to make a showing is by the votes of 
wage-workers. Men of labor, do not allow yourselves to be deceived by 
any such will-o’-the-wisp. The industrial crisis which confronts us de- 
mands that you cast your votes where they will be of immediate practical 
use. Victory lies only with one of the great parties. Choose between 


them. 


Just imagine the desperation to which Labor’s opponents are driven 
when they undertake to question the motives of the American Federation 
of Labor or its president because of advertisements published in the official 
journal, the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. First of all, whatever advertise- 
ments are published in these columns are paid for at the ordinary rates; 
second, payment for them is turned over to the funds of the American 
Federation of Labor; aud, third, whoever imagined that the opinions of 
the president of the American Federation of Labor were controlled by 
advertisements in the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 





The ‘‘Workingmen’s Protective Association,’’ a favorite nom de plume 
of theemployers’ association is employing Colonel Mulhallto send broad- 
cast circulars urging employes of many manufacturing institutions to vote 
for Taft. These circulars threaten that unless Taft is elected the factories 
and mills of the country will ‘‘shut down,’’ as they did from 1892 to 1896. 
Mulhall is one of Van Cleave’s agents and heclaims to be in close touch 
with the Republican National Committee. It was the same Mulhall who, to 
make itappear that he had an organization in Baltimore and to secure his job, 
presented Mr. Van Cleave with a gold-headed cane on behalf ‘‘of the work- 
ingmen of Baltimore.’’ It was the same Mulhall who, on behalf of Van 
Cleave’s Workingmen’s Protective Asscciation, went into Littlefield’s dis- 
trict in 1906 to help elect that gentleman. The title ‘‘Workingmen’s 
Protective Association’’ is a purely bogus one to mask the tactics of Van 
Cleave and his manufacturers’ association. Workers haidly reed to te 
advised to beware of circulars emanating from such a source. 
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PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT’S ATTACK 
On LABOR. 


ANSWERED BY SAMUEL GOMPERS. 


So President Roosevelt has again thrust himself into the campaign. 
He not only becomes bitterly partisan, but must needs attempt to throw 
the weight and influence of his great office in the scales against the inter- 
ests and equal rights with all other citizens, to which the workers of our 
country aspire and are justly entitled. He makes a direct and specific 
attack upon Labor. 

The pretence that the attack is upon me is too thinly veiled to deceive 
any one. He strikes over my shoulder at the hearts of the great rank and 
file of the workers and other liberty loving citizens of our country. So far 
as I am concerned, I have neither the inclination nor the desire to bask in 
the sunlight of President Roosevelt’s ‘‘benevolent assimilation,’’ by which 
he placates some, by the Big Stick, brow-beats others, and by his sophistry 
hopes to fool the masses into supporting Injunction Judge Taft. 

President Roosevelt says that Senator Knox hasa peculiar right to dis- 
cuss the principles involved in injunctions because he as Attorney-General 
prosecuted a civil suit for damages to an injured workman. That Senator 
Knox was the special counsel of the Pennsylvania Railroad and of the United 
States Steel Corporation would indeed qualify him to discuss the injunction 
abuse, but certainly only from the viewpoint of the friends of corporations 
who profit by the abuse of the injunction writ, as it brings advantage and 
profit to corporate greed and power. 

But does President Roosevelt imagine that the workers of our country 
will accept his credential to Senator Knox as the spokesman of Labor’s 
rights in preference to those whom the great rank and file have themselves 
chosen as the champions and defenders of their interests and rights? No, 
indeed. In this contest, knowing the ‘‘peculiar’’ interest which the Presi- 
dent manifests in his candidate, will the masses accept even him as the 
infallible judge of what are the principles of equal rights and liberty for 
which they contend. 

But to consider at this time the subject of Senator Knox is of lesser 
importance, inasmuch as the President has thrust himself across the path, 
and I therefore propose to answer his diatribe of abuse and misrepresenta- 
tion. 

If the courts have not invaded human liberty, if they have not under- 
taken to protect corporate interests to the detriment of the people, why did 
President Roosevelt characterize Judge Grosscup’s reversal of Judge 
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Landis’ $29,000,000 fine upon the Standard Oil trust as ‘‘a gross miscar- 
riage of justice?’’ Why did he, in his special message to Congress January 
31, 1908, say: 

“Tt is all wrong to use the injunction to prevent the entirely proper and 
legitimate actions of labor organizations in their struggle for industrial 
betterment, or UNDER THE GUISE OF PROTECTING PROPERTY RIGHTS UN- 
WARRANTABLY TO INVADE THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE INDIVIDUAL. 
It is futile to concede, as we all do, the right and the necessity of organized 
effort on the part of wage-earners and yet by injunctive process to forbid 
peaceable action to accomplish the lawful objects for which they are organ- 
ized and upon which their success depends.’’ And further: ‘‘If some way 
of remedying the abuses is not found, the feeling of indignation against them 
among large numbers of our citizens will tend to grow so extremeas to 
produce a revolt against the whole use of the process of injunction.’’ 

In the same message he says he ‘‘considers it most unwise to abolish 
the use of the process of injunctions.’’ The veriest tyro of a layman, much 
less one familiar with the injunction process, in his wildest dreams never 
suggested the abolition of the injunction process. It is not its abolition 
that Labor desires but the vesforation to its beneficent use from which 
it has been ruthlessly diverted; from the protection of property rights to 
the invasion of personal freedom. 

I cite this to show the utter confusion of the entire matter of injunc- 
tions in Mr. Roosevelt’s mind. In the one message he states a funda- 
mental principle, then makes an absurd deduction, and in his attack on me 
goes back on it all. 

When corporations secure injunctions against workmen with whom 
they are engaged in a dispute, the injunctions are based upon the theory 
that the carrying on of their business is a property right; that those work- 
men (strike-breakers ) whom they may have secured are necessary to carry on 
their business and that they have some sort of property right in those 
strike-breakers, and the striking or locked-out workmen are enjoined from 
interfering, inducing, or persuading the strike breakers from leaving the 
employment of the corporations on the ground that such interference, in- 
ducement, or persuasion is an interference with their property and property 
rights. 

Indeed, in the injunctions sought by the corporations, they further 
allege, quoting from one, ‘‘It is impossible for the plaintiff to obtain work- 
men, without whose assistance the property of the petitioners becomes 
utterly valueless for the purpose of their trade.’’ When this claim was 
considered by the higher courts of Great Britain, all the judges agreed that 
the lower court had exaggerated its function and jurisdiction in issuing 
such an injunction. 

The decisions of the higher courts of Great Britain were totally disre- 
garded, and the decision of the lower court which was reversed accepted as 
the basis for the issuance of the injunctions in our country. The injunc- 
tions issued by Judge Taft, Judge Ricks, Judge Jackson, Judge Dayton, 
Judge Gould, and others are based upon the theory that along with the 
ownership of the mine, factory, workshop, transportation, acertain vested 
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right exists in so much labor or patronage as is needed to make the opera- 
tion profitable, and that this constitutes a form of property or property 
right in the laborer. 

The relations between employers and employes are personal relations 
as distinct from property relations; that the rights of either party are per- 
sonal rights, as distinct from property rights, no intelligent man dare 
dispute; and yet the courts, in extending their equity power, step in by the 
injunction process and filch from the toilers, because they are toilers, their 
rights as citizens and freemen. 

Mr. Roosevelt has quoted portions of the Pearre injunction bill, and I 
ask any fair-minded citizen to compare it with the provisions of the Trades’ 
Dispute Act passed by the British Parliament less than two years ago. Its 
main provisions are: 

‘‘An act done in pursuance of an agreement or combination by two or 
more persons shall, if done in contemplation or furtherance of a trade dis- 
pute, not be actionable unless the act, if done without any such agree- 
ment or combination, would be actionable. 

‘It shall be lawful for one or more persons, acting on their own 
behalf or on behalf of a trade union or of an individual employer or firm 
in contemplation or furtherance of a trade dispute, to attend at or near a 
house or place where a person resides or works or carries on business or 
happens to be, if they so attend merely for the purpose of peacefully ob- 
taining or communicating information, or of peacefully persuading any 
person to work or abstain from working. 

‘‘An act done by a person in contemplation or furtherance of a trade 
dispute shall not be actionable on the ground only that it induces some 
other person to break a contract of employment or that it is an interference 
with the trade, business, or employment of some other person, or with the 
tight of some other person to dispose of his capital or his labor as he wills. 

‘‘An action against a trade union, whether of workmen or masters, or 
against any members or officials thereof on behalf of themselves and all 
other members of the trade union in respect of any tortious act alleged to 
have been committed by or on behalf of the trade union, shall not be 
entertained by any court. 

‘‘ Nothing in this section shall affect the liability of the trustees of a 
trade union to be sued in the events provided for by the trades union act, 
1871, section nine, except in respect of any tortious act committed by or 
on behalf of the union in contemplation or in furtherance of a trade 
dispute.’”’ 

Surely, Mr. Roosevelt would not pretend to say that the monarchy of 
Great Britain would confer upon the workers the lawful right to exercise 
‘‘brutal, unfeeling or despotic power;’’ and yet, the provisions of the Pearre 
bill and the Wilson bill are not as broad or comprehensive in scope as the 
British Trades Dispute Act. 

The mere fact that Mr. Roosevelt denounces a proposition as wicked 
does not so constitute it; time and circumstances and party obligation have 
persuaded him to modify his judgment and his utterances. _ Surely, it 
must bring unction to him to find his unwarranted attack on me so thoroughly 
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appreciated by the New York Sun, which characterizes him for his past 
utterances in as severe language as that with which he now attacks me— 
the New York Suz which charges him with apostasy to his record and 
welcomes him into the galaxy of Cannon, Littlefield, Van Cleave, and 
others of the same sort. 

It is the purpose of the opponents of Labor to vilify the labor move- 
ment through me and Mr. Roosevelt now joins the chorus upon the pretext 
that I have attacked the federal courts. As aman and as a citizen, I have 
nothing to retract; but I insist that despite great provocation I have always 
expressed my views and criticism—perhaps in strong, yet respectful 
language. If any one desires to look for criticism and arraignment of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, let him read the dissenting opinion 
of Justice Harlan in the Barry Baldwin vs. Robert Robertson case. Let 
him read the opinions of the four dissenting justices when the Supreme 
Court declared the law, limiting the hours of bakers in the State of New 
York to 10, unconstitutional. Let him read the four dissenting opinions 
of the Supreme Court’s decision when the five justices declared the income 
tax unconstitutional. No severer indictments were ever expressed by any 
citizens of our country against the invasions of the people’s rights and 
liberties. 

But quite independent of the dissenting justices’ opinions and arraign- 
ments it is not amiss to quote the expressions of others equally qualified. 
Men of highest renown in the legal profession; men whose minds have re- 
mained unperverted by the glitter and grind of corporate greed and power; 
men who stand for justice and who apprehend the dangers to our Republic 
if personal, discretionary, and arbitrary government is permitted to take 
the place of government by law. 

In October, 1897, Hon. W. H. Moody, now justice of the United States 
Supreme Court, said: 

I believe in recent years the courts of the United States, as well as the courts of our 
own commonwealth (Massachusetts), have gone to the very verge of danger in apply- 
ing the process of the writ of injunction in disputes between labor and capital. 

Hon. Thos. M. Cooley, president of the American Bar Association, 
said: 

Courts, with their injunctions, if they heed the fundamental law of the land, can 
no more hold men to involuntary servitude for even a single hour than can overseers 
with the whip. 

Governor Pingree of Michigan, said: 

I consider government by injunction, unless stopped, the beginning of the end of 


liberty. Tyranny on the bench is as objectionable as tyranny on the throne. It is even 
more dangerous, because judges claim immunity from criticism, and foolish people 


acquiesce in their claims. 
Judge M. F. Tuley, of the Appellate Court of Illinois, used these 
words: 
Such use of injunction by the courts is judicial tyranny, which endangers not 
only the right of trial by jury, but all the rights and liberties of the citizens. 
Governor Sadler, of Nevada, said: 
The tendency at present is to have the courts enforce law by injunction methods 
which are subversive of good government and the liberties of the people. 
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Hon. J. H. Benton, Jr., of Massachusetts said: 


The courts have gone too far. It is impossible for them to go on in the course 
they have taken and retain the confidence of the people or preserve their own powers. 
It is idle to say that the popular complaint on this subject means nothing, or that, as 
one judge has said, ‘‘nobody objects to government by injunction except those who 
object to any government at all.’’ It does mean much. It means that the courts have, 
in the judgment of many of the most intelligent and thoughtful citizens, exceeded their 
just powers; that they have, by the so-called exercise of the equity power, practically 
assumed to create and to punish offenses upon trial by themselves without a jury, and 
with penalties imposed at their discretion. . . . The people will not, and they 
ought not to, submit to decisions like those in the Northern Pacific and Ann Arbor 
cases (Taft’s injunction). 

Prof. F. J. Stimson of Harvard, one of the greatest legal authorities, 
in his new work on ‘‘Federal and State Constitutions,’’ after citing many 
authorities, says: 

These are sufficient to establish the general principle that the injunction process 
and contempt in chancery procedure, as well as chancery jurisdiction itself, is looked 
on with a logical jealousy in Anglo-Saxon countries as being in derogation of the com- 
monlaw; . . . taking away the jurisdiction of the common law courtsand depriving 
the accused of his trial by jury. 

Judge John Gibbons, of the Circuit Court of Illinois, declared that: 

In their efforts to regulate or restrain strikes by injunction, they (the courts) are 
sowing dragons’ teeth and blazing the path of revolution. 

In the last edition of his great book, that legal authority, High ‘‘On 
Injunctions,’’ says: 

Equity has no jurisdiction to restrain the commission of crimes or to enforce 
moral obligations in the performance of moral duties; nor will it interfere for the 
prevention of an illegal act merely because it is illegal, and in the absence of any injury 
to property rights, it will not lend its aid by injunction to restrain the violation of 
public or penal statutes or the commission of immoral or illegal acts. 


I have quoted from these legal celebrities, not with the hope of being 
able to convert the judgment of Mr. Roosevelt, but I have done so simply to 
conclusively prove to him how ‘‘ wicked, brutal, and unfeeling’’ are these 
jurists and legal authorities. Mr. Roosevelt has placed me in good company. 

Might I not recall Jefferson’s prophecy, when he said: ‘‘It has long 
been my opinion that the germ of dissolution of our federal government 
is in the constitution of the federal judiciary, an irresponsible body, 
working, like gravity, by day and by night, gaining a little today and a 
little tomorrow, and advancing its noiseless step like a thief over the field 
of jurisdiction until all shall be usurped.” 

Of course, everyone knows that the President ‘‘strongly’’ urged every 
measure which he advocated, and then accepted what his political oppo- 
nents in his own party chose to give him. It is general knowledge that he 
had a more liberal platform prepared for adoption by the Republican Con- 
vention at Chicago and then accepted what they doled out. All know that 
the nomination of Mr. Sherman for the Vice-Presidency was concocted by 
Senator Burroughs and ‘‘Genial Uncle Joe’’ Cannon as a slap in the face 
to Mr. Roosevelt; but the President, because his Injunction Judge, Mr. 
Taft, has been nominated for the presidency, now not only swallows the 
whole fof pourri, but must needs directly and indirectly attack me in the 
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fight which my fellow-workers and I are making in defense of equality 
before the law, of the men of labor with all other citizens, and for the 
establishment of human freedom. 

Pray, what has transpired to have induced the President to change 
from a position of, at least, apparent friendship to bitter, indefensible an- 
tagonism? The Pearre injunction bill, which Mr. Roosevelt attacks, has 
been before several congresses without a word of criticism or comment 
from him. 

It has been my pleasure to have often had the privilege of discussing 
with President Roosevelt a number of the fundamental questions of right, 
justice, and moral and social uplift. Included in these discussions were 
the invasions of personal rights and human liberty by the courts in the 
injunction abuse. It is true that the President has not always fully agreed 
with my contentions, but he has never until the publication of his latest 
utterance hinted, much less charged, that anything which I advocated was 
lawless, unfeeling, despotic, brutal, or wicked; and yet the rights for 
which the workers of our country contend and which, as best I can, I 
defend and advocate, have been as well known to him during the past 
several years as they are when he now so unjustifiedly undertakes to misrep- 
resent my work, my motives, and my law-abiding citizenship. Surely that 
opinion was not always entertained by the President, as the following will 
show: 

In the February, 1908, issue of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST I pub- 
lished the chapter ‘‘ Some Equivocal Rights of Labor,’’ from Hon. George’ 
A. Alger’s book, ‘‘ Moral Overstrain.’’ ‘The chapter of the book is as keen 
criticism of the courts of the country in their decisions affecting the rights, 
interests, and liberty of the workers as anything I have ever said or 
written. I quote this one brief paragraph of Mr. Alger’s article: 

‘*Stated as concretely as possible, the principal difference between 
the working people and the courts lies in the marked tendency of the 
courts to guarantee to the workman an academic and theoretic liberty which 
he does not want, by denying him industrial rights to which he thinks he 
is ethically entitled. His grievance is, that in a multiplicity of instances the 
courts give what seems to him counterfeit liberty in the place of its reality.’ 

Just before publishing that article, I sent the following letter to the 


President: 
‘‘WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 25, 1908. 


My DEAR Mr. PRESIDENT: I am greatly indebted to you for calling 
to my attention the chapter entitled ‘Some Equivocal Rights of Labor’ in 
George A. Alger’s ‘Moral Overstrain.’ I was so much impressed with it, 
that I requested and secured permission from the publishers to republish 
this chapter in the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. It appears in the Feb- 
ruary issue and I am taking the liberty of sending you herewith a copy of 
that issue, which you will please accept with my assurances of high regard. 

Very sincerely yours, SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, American Federation of Labor. 


To THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 
President of the United States.’ 
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To which I received the following reply: 
‘*THr WHITE House, 
WASHINGTON, January 27, 1908. 

My DEAR Mr. GompERS: You may be amused to know that I have 
sent copies of the ‘Moral Overstrain’ to Justices Day and McKenna. I am 
glad that you were able to use it in the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, and 
thank you for sending me the copy of the magazine. 

Sincerely yours, 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 
To Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS, ; 
President, American Federation of Labor, 
Washington, D. C.’’ 

President Roosevelt quotes a statement made by the Hon. T. C. 
Spelling, before the judiciary committee of the House. Without express- 
ing an opinion at all upon the quotation, it may not be uninteresting to 
call attention to the fact, without disrespect to Mr. Spelling, that he is 
not an attorney for the Federation now, and that very soon after his utter- 
ance which President Roosevelt quotes he was appointed as an expert for 
the Interstate Commerce Commission and later appointed in the Depart- 
ment of Justice; that a day or so after his latest appointment Attorney- 
General Bonaparte gave out a statement to the press that he had appointed 
an expert on the law of corporations, and Mr. Spelling proudly showed 
me the interview. 

Surely Mr. Roosevelt does ‘‘Mr. Mitchell and other labor leaders’’ an 
injustice when he says that they differ from me in the matter of the Pearre 
and the Wilson bills or the principles upon which they are based. Mr. 
John Mitchell, Mr. Frank Morrison, and I are now on trial to show cause 
why we should not be sent to jail because we exercised our constitutional 
rights, having violated no law of state or nation. Will the President 
publicly justify Justice Gould’s injunction and the contempt proceedings 
to send Mitchell, Morrison, and me to jail on the grounds for contempt 
which are put forward by the Buck’s Stove and Range Company under 
that injunction? The injunction issued by Justice Gould is based upon 
injunctions issued by Judge Taft and Judge Taft’s language is quoted by 
Justice Gould. 

The fact of the matter is that President Roosevelt, having made 
Injunction Judge Taft the candidate of the Republican party for presi- 
dent, and seeing that the ‘‘labor vote,’’ which so often has been cor- 
ralled, diverted, and perverted by the politicians, is now aroused and 
determined to deliver its own vote; that the toilers will not be cajoled, 
deceived or brow- beaten, has become desperate and angry, and in his anger, 
by the worst exhibition of demagogism, tries to instill into the employers 
and business men the fear that their property and business are in 
danger if a ‘‘square deal,’’ implied by equality before the law and 
human freedom, are accorded to the workers with all other citizens. It is 
an exhibition of impotent rage and disappointment, and an awful descent 
from the dignity of the high office of the President of the United States. 
No one but himself will be deceived as to the purpose of Mr. Roosevelt. 

The workers and liberty-loving citizens are aroused as never before 
since 61. The ‘‘ Battle Cry for Freedom’’ is again taken up. Then it 
was for the Union and the abolition of black slavery; today it is for the 
Union, equal rights, and freedom for ALL. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


A warrant bas been issued for the arrest of Broughton Brandenburg 
who recently sold to a New York paper the so-called Cleveland anti- Bryan 
letter. Brandenburg claimed the letter had been given to him by ex-Presi- 
dent Cleveland just before he died. The warrant was issued after the letter 
was discovered to be a forgery. 

This is the same Brandenburg who, as an agent of the Van Cleave 
association of manufacturers, attempted to bribe Samuel Gompers and 
threatened to destroy his character by publishing a forged letter. It will 
be remembered that Mr. Gompers exposed Brandenburg at the Norfolk 
convention of the American Federation of Labor. Brandenburg’s recent 
villainy but emphasizes the sort of agents Van Cleave employs in his 
attempt to assassinate the character of the men of labor and to disrupt the 
unions. The full history of Brandenburg’s dastardly attack on Mr. Gom- 
pers and the Federation was recently given by Mr. Gompers as a part of 
his testimony in his trial for alleged contempt of the Van Cleave Buck’s 
Stove and Range injunction. The hearings were being held before a Com- 
missioner in Washington, D. C. They were discontinued immediately 
after this testimony and Mr. Van Cleave’s counsel departed to look else- 
where for testimony. ‘The case is still pending. 


‘As we predicted the trial of ree Mitchell, Frank Morrison, and 
Samuel Gompers for alleged contempt of the Van Cleave Buck’s Stove and 
Range injunction will still be pending on election day. Mr. Van Cleave’s 
counsel obtained from the court an additional 20 days for the taking of testi- 
mony on hisside, so that the defendants (Gompers, Morrison, and Mitchell) 
will not be able to enter any defense until after November. Meanwhile 
election day is November 3d. Can there be a coincidence in this case 
being held over until after election? Had the Van Cleave side of the case 
finished taking testimony in the original 30 days granted by the court, the 
defendants (Gompers, Mitchell, and Morrison) would have finished their 
defense in a few days and the case would have gone to the judge for deci- 
sion before November ist. We had no interest in postponing the decision. 
We have been unable to see any good reason for giving the Van Cleave 
side until November to complete its examination of witnesses. Every- 
thing material to the case could have been secured by both sides within 10 
days from the time the hearings began. 


In another part of this magazine we publish an article by James Creel- 
man, entitled, ‘‘Mr. Gompers and His Two Million Men.’’ While we 
appreciate the courtesy intended by Mr. Creelman, we should have pre- 
ferred, if it were possible, to have discussed the subject rather than the 
individual, particularly in a title, but in reproducing an article written 
by another we have not the right to change the caption chosen by the 
author. However, we commend the body of the article to the very serious 
consideration of our readers. 
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To Orricers AND MemBers oF CENTRAL LABor Boobies. 


HEADQUARTERS A. F. OF L., 
423-425 G Street N. W. 
WASHINGTON, D. C., October 17, 1908. 

DEAR SIRS AND BROTHERS: The purpose of ad- 
dressing you now is twofold; one, to urge that a 
general or special meeting of all central bodies be 
held Saturday, October 31, or Sunday, November 
1,and also to give a warning notice to all our 
fellow-workers against any attempt on the part of 
Labor’s open enemies, or worse still, Labor’s mas- 
querading friends, should any attempt be made to 
spring some sensational charge or insinuation as 
to the honesty of the representativesof Labor, and 
their loyalty to the needs of the workers and the 
people generally; some charge or insinuation 
sprung sensationally, too late for it to be met and 
answered. 

Since the abuse of the injunction writ, all the 
working people, whether organized or unorgan- 
ized, have protested and denounced that judicial 
invasion of the rights of the workers to equality 
before the law, and the denial of the right of trial 
by * i 

he decision of the Supreme Court in the Hat- 
ter’s case which brings our labor organizations 
under the Sherman anti-trust law, making every 
member of our organizations liable to threefold 
daniages, and to be fined by the court in the sum 
of $5,000, and imprisoned for one year, has endan- 
gered the existence of the organized effort of the 
workers; has placed them at the mercy of unscru- 
— employers, as well as the whim or fancy of 
ederal administrations. Every labor organization, 
every worker, felt the injustice which placed in 
the same category the greedy and tyrannical cor- 
porations and trusts with the voluntary, beneficial, 
and humanizing efforts of the voluntary organiza- 
tions of labor. 

When the great conference of the responsible 
officers of our international unions was held at 
Washington, March, 1908, a protest to Congress 
was drafted, unanimously agreed to, and presented 
to the representatives of the Republican majority 
in Congress. Itset forth the relief which the toil- 
ers of our country demanded from such an intol- 
erablesituation. That conference also drafted and 
issued an address to all the workers of our country. 
Mass meetings of the toiling masses of the United 
States were held April 19-20, and resolutions 
adopted declaratory of their unalterable and deter- 
mined purpose to demand relief now, and pledgin 
all to such industrial and political action as would 
secure it. 

Congress turned a deaf or an insulting ear to 
the toilers. The Republican convention at Chi- 
cago spurned with illy concealed contempt any 
declaration for relief. “The Democratic party cor- 
dially welcomed Labor’s representatives, and 
adopted in its platform the specific remedies for 
os wrongs, and for the establishment of its 
rights. 


The Republican party’s candidate, Mr. Taft, has 
emphasized his position, his injunction record as 
judge. 

The Democratic party’s candidate, Mr. Bryan, 
has unflinchingly committed himseJf to Labor's 
contention—that is, to guarantee the existence 
and rights of organized labor, and the real remedy 
for the abuse of the injunction, and, in addition 
thereto, the demands which Labor makes for ma- 
terial improvements. 

The Executive Council of the A. F. of L., fully 
in accord with the sentiment and purpose of the 
workers of our country, has placed the conduct of 
the general campaign of Labor’s political duty of 
the hour in the hands of the undersigned, and 
you have been communicated with from time to 
time in regard thereto. 

Conscious of the full responsibility resting upon 
us all, and with the knowledge that the labor move- 
ment of ourcountry must be preserved, not only in 
this campaign, but forall time to come, we earnestly 
impress upon all our fellow-workers to stand true 
to their union and tothe cause of humanity. We 
recommend that arrangements at once be made 
for a general or special meeting to be held on 
Saturday, October 31, or Sunday, November 1, and 
that there resolutions be adopted setting forth the 
attitude and duty of the workers and the people 
of our country in this critical hour. 

Enclosed you will find a letter under date of 
October 12, addressed to the men of Labor and 
lovers of human liberty, which we ask you to 
carefully read, and give your deliberate and earn- 
est consideration. ; 

The Labor movement is not politically partisan. 
It is neither Democratic, nor Republican, nor 
other. Our movement proposes to be as independ- 
ent from political partisan domination now and 
in the future as it has ever been. 

The rights, interests, and welfare of the work- 
ers have been jeopardized and flagrantly disre- 
garded and repudiated by the Republican party 
and its candidate 

The Democratic party and its candidate have 
made Labor's rights, interests, and welfare their 
own contentions. Roth political parties and their 
candidates have spoken. 

The workers and liberty loving men of our 
country have made and are making their choice, 
as their duty and conscience dictate. It should be 
affirmed and emphasized by resolutions and action. 

Without a word of disparagement to third 
parties, no one pretends to believe that it is possible 
for them to win inthis campaign. What the work- 
ing people now need is not promises which are 
empty and can not be carried out, but successful 
legislation which can be secured now. 

The Executive Council and the Labor Repre- 
sentation Committee have no other interests to 
serve but the cause of the workers and the cause 
of the people. No reward either of a financial 
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character or political office of any sort can or will 
result to us from the industrial or political activi- 
ties of the workers of our country. 

Bear in mind and be forewarned against any 
sensational canard which may be sprung to defeat 
not us, but you. Treat them with the disdain and 
contempt which they may merit. The men of 
labor will answer to you, with their honor and 
their life’s work, during the campaign and after 
it, and will be found true now and in the future 
as they have been in the past, and for which they 
have merited and received your respect and con- 
fidence. 


AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST 


Again we urge all central labor bodies to hold 
general or call special meetings Saturday or Sun- 
day, October 31, or November 1. 

Long live the cause of Labor—the cause of the 
people—of human freedom—of humanity itself, 

Fraternally yours, 
SAML. GOMPERS, 
President, A. F of L 
Jas. O'CONNELL, 
Vice-President, A. F. of L., 
FRANK MORRISON, 
Secretary, A. F. of L.. 
Labor Representation Committee, A. F. of L. 





Bryan's PLEA FOR LABOR. 


\ 


Voters Should Know What Influences Are at Work—Unions Not Trusts—Injunc- 
tion Plank Does Not Rouse a Class Spirit. 


Mr. Bryan said, in commenting upon the Re- 
publican attitude toward Labor: ‘‘I think too 
much of the next generation to stop my efforts to 
rid this country of the evil of private monopoly. 
I am willing to go down on my knees every morn- 
ing and say to my Father in heaven, ‘Give us this 
day our daily bread,’ but God forbid that I should 
make my countrymen go down on their knees at 
morning and say to a trust magnate, ‘ Give us this 
day our daily bread,’ and have him answer, ‘I will 
if you will vote the ticket I want you to.’ 

‘*You can not afford to fasten that sort of 
system on this country or any other country. 

‘‘Why is it that the Republican leaders want to 

control? Why is it that they go to the trust mag- 
nate and to the man who gets the benefit of the 
high tariff for contributions? Why do they go to 
these men who get the benefit of special legisla- 
tion? It is because they put these men under obli- 
gations to the Republican party, and these men 
expect now to put the Republican party under 
obligations to them by supplying the sinews of 
war. 
‘What will they do if they win by the aid of 
these corporations? They will proceed to pay these 
men back out of the pockets of the people, and 
they have laid foundations for it in their platform. 
Do they promise the laboring man the remedies 
that he believes he needs? No. Do they give him 
a platform that suits him? No. What elements 
dominated at Chicago in the writing of the labor 
plank? A few large corporate employes controlled. 
The laboring man was not heard; his petition was 
not heeded.”’ 

Speaking of the Democratic platform in relation 
to Labor, Mr. Bryan said: 

“The Democratic platform draws a distinction 
between associations of wage-earners, organized 
for the protection of wages and the improvement 
of labor conditions, and industrial corporations, 
which act in restraint of trade. The difference 


between a labor organization and a trust is so ap- 
parent that no disinterested person will deny that 
they should be treated separately. To class the 
two kinds of organizations together and deal with 
them under one law is bound to do injustice to 
one or the other.”’ 


Workingmen and the Courts. 


“‘An attempt has been made to raise a false issue 
in regard to the courts and to make it appear that 
the demand for trial by jury is an assault upon the 
integrity of the courts. Those who make this ar- 
gument might as well insist on the abolition of 
the jury in all cases, for the jury system itself is 
just as much a reflection upon the bench as is 
this demand for trial by jury in these particular 
cases.’’ 

Referring to Mr. Van Cleave’s attack on the 
Democratic platform, Mr. Bryan says: 

‘*But there is another labor plank that Mr. Van 
Cleave probably has in mind. This is the plank 
that declares that parties to all judicial proceed- 
ings should be treated with rigid impartiality, and 
that an injunction should not issue in any case in 
which an injunction would not lie if no industrial 
dispute were involved. Do the business men insist 
upon partiality in judicial proceedings? Do they 
insist that the mere fact that there is an industrial 
dispute should justify an injunction? That plank 
does not attempt to interfere with the issue of an 
injunction where other conditions justify it, but 
it does oppose the issue of an injunction merely 
for the purpose of bringing the court into the dis- 
cussion of an industrial dispute. 

‘*Mr. Van Cleave asserts that this plank rouses 
‘a class spirit,’ and constitutes a demand for ‘class 
favors.’ But this is nottrue. It is a declaration 
that the writ of injunction should not be used for 
the purpose of creating a class or favoring a class. 
The laboring men resent an attempt to discriminate 
against them in favor of any other class.’’ 
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LABOR’S DUTY IN POLITICS. 


ADDRESS BY SAMUEL GOMPERS AT INDIANAPOLIS, IND., 
SEPTEMBER 29. 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 

& FOE CANNON is the Mephistopheles of 

American politics and Jim Watson is the 

Faust that is attempting to pollute and 

defile the Marguerite of American citizen- 
ship,’’ was the way Samuel Gompers, president of 
the A. F. of L. referred to the two politicians last 
night, in his speech at Tomlinson Hall. He fol- 
lowed this with as bitter denunciation of Cannon 
and Watson and their public records as has been 
heard here in many a day. 

“Joe Cannon says one thing, however, that I 
admire,’ Mr. Gompers continued, ‘‘and thatis that 
he does not try to be consistent. He changes front 
easily without making any excuses, but every time 
he changes it is from bad to worse. Behind that 
sinister smile lies incarnate antagonism to human 
progress. 

“But Iam not here to fight Joe Cannon. I do 
not like long range fighting. I did that in his own 
home town on Labor Day. I am here for game 
that is nearer home.*’ By this he meant Con- 
gressman Watson, Republican candidate for gov- 
ernor. 

Altacks Watson's Record. 

Mr. Gompers was making a speech on ‘“‘Labor’s 
Side in Politics,’’ under the auspices of the Central 
Labor Union. The hall was filled with laboring 
men and women, who applauded frequently. 

“Congressman Watson made a speech at Gary 
some months ago’’ said Gompers, ‘tin which he 
spoke of his being nominated for governor. He 
said he was being denounced by a man named 
Samuel Gompers, who was pointing to his record 
in Congress on labor matters. Watson said Gom- 
pers was charging that he voted against the in- 
tetests of labor on numerous occasions, but that 
Gompers did not point out any specific instances. 
‘Produce the proof,’ said Watson. Well, I’ll pro- 
duce the proof. 

“Watson voted to annul the eight-hour law on 
a Panama canal. Organized labor opposed the 

ill. 

“We wrote letters to the members of Congress 
asking them to state their positions on various 
Measures in which Labor was interested. Watson 
never answered. We wrote him again and still 
he made no answer. 

Ship Subsidy Action. 

“Watson voted in favor of a bill to abolish com- 
pulsory piloting of vessels, even in dangerous 
harbors, thus endangering the lives of seamen. 
Organized labor opposed that bill. 

“Watson voted in favor of the ship subsidy bill, 
which provided that the subsidy should only be 
enjoyel by any shipowner who required his 


seamen to sign an agreement to hold themselves 
subject to the call of the government for naval 
service. Organized labor opposed that bill. 

“A bill was pending before Congress to limit the 
hours of workmen on railroads. Watson not only 
opposed that bill, but, as whip of the House, he 
was sent out by Speaker Cannon to order every 
Republican Congressman to be present to vote 
against it. 

“Am I offering the proof? 
wish any more proof? 

‘In his Gary speech Watson said Samuel Gom- 
pers had never taken out his naturalization papers; 
that he was not a citizen of the United States, and 
had never voted, but that he was advising Ameri- 
can voters how they should vote.’’ 


Does Mr. Watson 


Naturalization Papers. 


Mr. Gompers drew from his pocket a document 
and read it. The paper was his naturalization 
paper, dated October 4, 1872, issued by the su- 
perior court of New York, admitting Mr. Gompers 
to ful. citizenship in the United States. Mr. Gom- 
pers was cheered when he read this paper. 

“The fact that I was born in another country 
would prevent me from holding the office of Presi- 
dent or of Vice-President,” he said, ‘‘but Jim Wat- 
son has no more show of being elected governor 
of Indiana than I have of holding one of those of- 
fices.’’ Again he was cheered. 

Most of Mr. Gompers’ speech was devoted toa 
discussion of the injunction question, and he is at 
this time on trial before a federal court in Wash- 
ington, together with John Mitchell and Frank 
Morrison, charged with contempt of court. Mr. 
Gompers said all he did was to print in the 
AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST articles regarding the 
Buck’s stove case, in which an injunction was 
issued against the A. F. of L. 

‘*T am enjoined by that court order from even 
mentioning the case in any manner,”’ he said. ‘I 
am in contempt of court right now for speaking of 
the case, but I propose to speak of it just the 
same. I may go to jail, but I shall discuss it. If 
I don’t I'll explode. 


Taft's Injunction Decision. 


‘‘In granting the injunction against us in the 
Buck’s stove case, Judge Gould quoted from the 
famous injunciion decision of Judge Taft. He said 
Congress and the Jegislatures had from time to 
time granted franchises and special privileges to 
one class and took away the rights and liberty of 
the masses. And courts, he said, were interpret- 
ing the laws in such a manner as Congress and 
the legislatures would not dare to pass them. 

‘*Who ever believed that the courts would hold 
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that labor unions are trusts coming under the pro- 
visions of the Sherman anti-trust law?” he in- 
quired. ‘‘The members of organized labor may 
not know it or believe it, but according to the 
court decisions they are all members of a trust. 
They are trust magnates because they are con- 
nected with a labor organization. But the failure 
to prosecute any of you under that decision is due 
to one of two causes, either the administration 
does not believe in doing it, or the administra- 
tion does not believe it practicable to do it at this 
time.’’ 
As to Contempt Proceedings. 

Speaking further on the subject of the contempt 
proceedings pending against him in Washington, 
Gompers declared: 

“As long as I retain my health and my sanity I 
will speak on any subject on God’s green earth. 
And as editor of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST I 
will discuss every subject that appeals to me as 
just and right. I have not surrendered and am not 
likely to surrender the right of freedom of speech 
and freedom of the press. 

‘*To me it is an insult to the workers when any 
man seeks to intimidate or induce the action of 
other men, either by threat or starvation, or 
promise of a full stomach. It is inhuman. It is an 
appeal to the beast and not to intelligent indi- 
viduals. The full dinner pail was not brought to 
labor on a silver platter. It was due to the brawn 
and muscle of labor and to organization. When 
you go to astore to buy a piece of goods the store- 
keeper fixes the price which you must pay or leave 
the goods alone. But the judge-made law of the 
land saysthat the buyerand not the seller of labor 
shall fix the price. 


One Vote to Deliver. 


‘‘A dispatch today says that Taft, in a speech, 
dealt with Gompers in rasping sarcasm and said 
Gompers could not deliver the entire labor vote to 


the Democratic party. I have never said I could’ 


deliver the labor vote. I would not attempt to de- 
liver it. Taft tries to fool the people with the false 
and oft-denied charge that I have said I could. I 
have three sons and I could not and would not 
try to deliver their votes. I can only deliver one 
vote—my own—and that one vote is cinched this 
time. 

‘Taft says that Labor has the right to organize 
to sing ‘Long live the President,’ or to say ‘You 
first, my dear Alphonse,’ or to shout ‘That is a 
good fellow,’ or as a mutual back-scratching 
society. But he says it has no right to organize 
for the purposes for which organized labor stands, 


and President Roosevelt endorses the Taft injunc. 
tion policy when he says Taft is right on the in. 


junction question.”’ 


Turned Down by Republicans. 


Mr. Gompers said organized labor went to the 
Republican national convention and asked thata 
plank be inserted in the platform favoring trial by 
jury in cases where men were charged with con- 
tempt of court for the violation of an injunction in 
a labor dispute. 

“But we were turned down. Mr. Van Cleave 
and his influences kept out such a declaration,” 
he said. ‘‘Then we went tothe Democratic na- 
tional convention at Denver and asked the same 
thing. There we were received and the plank was 
placed in the Democratic platform. The Demo- 
cratic party showed us that it was our friend, and 
that is why we are in this campaign working for 
the success of the Democratic ticket. Congress- 
man Watson says Iam a Democrat. I am nota 
Democrat. My first vote was cast for General 
Grant for President in 1 72. I have been offered a 
Republican nomination for Congress, and have 
declined torun. I have declined Republican nomi- 
nations for state senator. President McKinley 
offered me several good paying, honorable posi- 
tions in the government service, all of which I de- 
clined. Does that look like I am a Democrat?” 

Mr. Gompers closed his speech by urging or- 
ganized labor to vote for Bryan for President. 
During his speech he was applauded vociferously 
at times and at the close there was loud cheering. 


Escortedto Hail. 


Before the meeting opened, Mr. Gompers was 
escorted by several hundred union labor men and 
a band from the English Hotel to Tomlinson Hall. 
Jesse Pigman was temporary chairman of the 
meeting and explained that the purpose was to 
have an expression from the highest authority in 
organized labor circles on the political situation.— 
Indianapolis News. 


West Virginia State Federation of Labor Endorses, 
A. F. of L. Political Campaign. 
HunNTINGTON, W. VA., October 27, 1908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS: 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a resolution 
adopted by the West Virginia State Federation in 
convention assembled, endorsing the A. F. of L. 
political campaign. 

Fraternally yours, W. T. CuRRY, 
Secy-Treas., W. Va. Federation of Labor. 
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AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST 


A. F. OF L. POLITICAL CAMPAIGN. 


Endorsements by International Unions, State Federations, Central Labor 
Bodies, Local Unions, and Official Labor Press. 


nternational Bridge and Structural Iron Workers Endorse 
A. F. of L. Political Campaign. 

Resolutions endorsing the action of Samuel Gom- 
pers and the Executive Council of the A. F. of L. 
in ‘securing a favorable expression from one of 
the dominant parties to the interests of labor,’’ and 
pledging support to the effort to elect men friendly 
to Labor’s interests were unanimously adopted, at 
the annual convention of the International Asso- 
ciation of Bridge and Structural Iron Workers. 

WHEREAS, The United States court for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia has seen fit to uphold the con- 
tention of some employers of labor by issuing an 
injunction against the interest of the trade union- 
ists, as shown in the Buck’s Stove and Range 
Company case; and 

WHEREAS, The United States Supreme Court in 
its decision in the United Hatters’ case declares 
that trade unions are combinations in restraint of 
trade and come under the operation of the Sher- 
man anti-trust law, under which law they are held 
to be liable for threefold damages in cases brought 
against them; and 

WHEREAS, At a meeting of the officers of the 
national and international unions affiliated with 
the A. F. of L., held in Washington, D. C., March 
18-19, 1908, at which a plan was indorsed whereby 
the officers of the A. F. of L. were authorized to 
use every honorable means to secure equal rights 
for labor under the laws; and 

Wuereas, The A. F. of L., through its presi- 
dent and Executive Council, having sought to have 
the laws amended by Congress, sothat Labor would 
obtain these rights, and being unsuccessful, ap- 
pealed to the conventions of the dominant political 
parties to have them insert in their platforms the 
demands of Labor; therefore, be it 
_Resolved, That we, the International Associa- 
tion of Bridge and Structural Iron Workers in con- 
vention assembled, do hereby endorse the action 
taken by President Samuel Gompers and the 
Executive Council of the A. F. of L. in securing a 
favorable expression from one of the dominant 
patties to the interests of Labor, as reported in 
the Augustissue of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, 
and we pledge ourselves as American citizens to 
work for the enactment into law of the amend- 
ment as presented by the president and the Execu- 
tive Councilof the A. F. of L., and the election 
to office of only those who are friendly to our in- 
terests,as one of the means by which the rights 
of the wage-earner can be protected against un- 
Scrupulous employers. 


Scranton (Pa.) Central Labor Union. 
: Oct. 4, 7908. 
WHeEREAS, The Republican and Democratic 
Parties were requested by the Executive Council 
of the A. F. of L. to insert in their platform a 
declaration promising to enact legislation curbing 


the power of federal judges in issuing the writ of 
injunction in labor disputes, and granting a trial 
by jury toall persons charged with contempt of 
court when thealleged contempt is not committed 
in the presence of the court, and to remove in- 
dustrial organizations from the purview of the 
Sherman anti-trust law; and, 

WHEREAS, The Republican party has refused to 
grant Labor’s request or any relief from the unjust 
decisions that have been rendered by the federal 
courts, but instead turned a deaf ear to all its ap- 
peals for justice; and, 

WHEREAS, The Democratic party in convention 
assembled by its platform therein adopted has de- 
clared its friendship for, and committed its party 
and candidates to the passage of the laws de- 
manded by the A. F. of L., 

Therefore be it Resolved, By the Central Labor 
Union in regular session assembled that we en- 
dorse and support the political policy of the A. F. 
of L. as set forth by President Gompers and the 
Executive Council, and that President Gompers 
be notified that we are with him in this fight to 
the end, that Labor’s rights may be secured, and 
Labors’ enemies rebuked; and, 

Be it further Resolved, That we extend a hearty 
invitation to President Gompers and his fellow 
officers of the A. F. of L., to speak in this city un- 
der our auspices, and that the executive board is 
hereby instructed to make arrangements for such 
a meeting. 

Jos. P. GIBBON, 
M. J. HANNON, 
HvuGH FRAYNE, 


PETER E. HEERE, 
J. H. DEVINE, 
JOHN W. MULLIN, 
E. C. PATTERSON, JOHN LENIHAN, 
JOHN HARRINGTON, JOHN COOMBE, 
PATRICK MCDADE, N. P. GorRTon, 
Joun C. MASTERS, Committee. 


St. Joseph (Mo.) Central Labor Council. 


Oct. 5, 1908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS: 

DEAR SIR AND BRo.: Our central body on this 
date unanimously endorsed the political campaign 
of the A. F. of L. And have instructed our 
delegate to the Denver A. F. of L. convention to 
vote in favor of endorsing the action of yourself 
and executive board in the action you have taken. 
With best wishes and hoping we win, I remain, 

C. L. KENNEDY, 
Sec.-Treas, 


Kewanee (Ill.) Trades and Labor Assembly. 


WHEREAS, The action taken by the Federation 
officials, in arousing the wage-earners to the neces- 
sity of exercising their political franchise, that 
Labor may be protected in its constitutional 
rights; and 
_ WHEREAS, The opposition to Labor is conniv- 
ing in every possible way to cast insults upon our 
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movement and especially Samuel Gompers, presi- 
dent of the Federation, that our efforts may be 
nullified; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we, the Kewanee Trades Assem- 
bly, in session do hereby affirm our confidence in 
the integrity of Samuel Gompers, president of 
A. F. of L, and members of the executive board 
in the stand they have taken. 


Logansport (Ind.) Trades Assembly. 
Oct. 5, 1908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS: 

At a regular meeting of the Logansport Trades 
Assembly tue legislative committee made a report 
on the question of action on the political program 
of the A. F. of L. as embodied in the circular 
letter of August ist, and recommended that we, 
as laboring men, endorse the political campaign 
of the A. F. of L. and the stand taken by Samuel 
Gompers, president of the A. F. of L. 

The recommendation of the legislative com- 
mittee was received and unanimously concurred 
in by the Trades Assembly of Logansport. We are 
of the opinion that ‘‘Gompers is right.’’ 

Yours fraternally, O. P. SMITH, 
Secy., Logansport Trades and Labor Assembly. 


Mahoning (Pa.) United Labor Congress. 


Acting as special representatives of Samuel 
Gompers and the A. F. of L., Thomas Flynn, a 
national organizer, and Arthur E. Ireland, presi- 
dent of the Trades Council of Pittsburg,and mem- 
ber of the International Board of Machinists’ 
Union of North America, addressed a good-size 
crowd Wednesday evening at the open quarterly 
meeting of the United Labor Congress. The action 
of Samuel Gompers in rallying Labor to the 
standard of William Jennings Bryan in the present 
campaign was unanimously endorsed. The Lador 
Record, reputed to be the official organ of the 
United Labor Congress in this city, was severely 
arraigned and unanimously condemned for pub- 
lishing paid matter sent out by the Republican 
national committee and enemies of organized 
labor, attacking Mr.Gompers and misrepresenting 
the laboring people of the Mahoning Valley 

The following resolutions were adopted: 

WHEREAS, In the past organized labor has suf- 
fered greatly at the hands of the political party 
now in power; and, 

WHEREAS, The A. F. of L. has placed the party 
on the unfair list; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the United Labor Congress of 
Mahoning County in executive session assembled, 
endorse the action of Samuel Gompers, president 
of the A. F. of L., and the Executive Council of 
the A. F. of L. in the present campaign.—Youngs- 
town (Ohio) Vindicator. 


Olean (N. Y.) Central Labor Union. 


Sept. 4.—The Central Labor Union held a 
largely attended meeting in the Trades and 
Labor Hall Wednesday evening. At this meeting 
resolutions were unanimously passed endorsing 
the position of Samuel Gompers in his advocacy 
of the principle and platform of the Democratic 
party and his suggestion to the workingmen of 
this country that their interests would be best 
served by supporting the nominee of the Demo- 
cratic national ticket. 
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Roanoke (Va.) Central Trades Council. 


Oct. 6.—Resolved by the Central Trades and 
Labor Council of Roanoke, Va., that we affirm 
our unswerving faith in the integrity of purpose 
and sound judgment of President Samuel Gom. 
pers and the Executive Council of the A. F, of 
I,., and voice our high appreciation of the noble 
fight they have made and are now making in 
behalf of the toilers of the world. We realize 
that the attacks upon our chosen leaders are not 
aimed at individuals, but at organized labor, which 
in the present crisis as in the past will prove equal 
to the occasion.—Roanoke (Va.) World. 


Philadelphia-Central Body Indorses Gompers. 


PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 11.—By a vote of 22 to 14 
the Central Labor Union of Philadelphia, at its 
meeting today, indorsed as an organization the 
candidacy of William Jennings Bryan for Presi- 
dent. While not mentioning his name in so many 
words, the union adopted a resolution ‘‘that the 
Central Labor Union heartily indorses the political 
policy of the A. F. of L.,’’ which means that the 
union supports Samuel Gompers and the officers 
of the association in their efforts to boom the 
Bryan cause. 

Several months ago a resolution indorsing Gom- 
pers and his advocacy of Bryan’s candidacy was 
offered in the Central Labor Union and lacked 
only two votes of a passage. It was referred 
finally to the legislative committee, and there 
it slumbered until today when the committee 
made its report.—New York 7imes. 


Indiana State Federation of Labor. 

Vincennes, Ind., Oct. 2.—‘‘All against Watson,” 
the slogan adopted by the Indiana Federation of 
Labor here yesterday afternoon will lose the Re- 
publican nominee for governor thousands of votes 
at the election on November 3d. The slogan ap- 
pears in a long resolution denouncing Watson for 
his attitude toward Labor. The resolution says 
Watson is the personal and political friend of 
Labor’s arch-enemy, Joseph G. Cannon, Speaker 
of the National House of Representatives. That 
Labor is strongly against Watson was shown when 
the resolution was passed by a vote of 136 to 15.— 
Indiana Journal. 


Virginia State Federation of Labor. 

Mr. W. E. Nichols, president of the Virginia 
Federation of Labor, sent the following telegram 
to President Gompers: 

ROANOKE, VA., Oct. 5, 7908. 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, A. F. of L., 
Washington, D. C. 

You command the applause of all wage-earners 
in rebuking Mr. Taft for his coarse insult to or- 
ganized laborin his Denverspeech. Such language 
comes with bad grace from one who aspires (o be 
the head of a great nation of wage-earners. 

W. E. NICHOLS, 

President, Virginia State Federation of La 


Minnesota A. F. of L. Bryan Club. 


Sept. 28.—The labor interests of Minn 
jumped into the thick of the presidentia! 
paign with the formation in St. Paul Satu 
night of the Minnesota A. F. of L. Bryan 
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A. F. OF L. POLITICAL CAMPAIGN 


Forty prominent labor leaders from various parts 
of the state met in St. Paul Saturday night and 
organized for the coming campaign, electing 
George B. Howley, president of the state federa- 
tion, president, and W. A. McEwen, of Duluth, 
treasurer. 

The purpose of the organization is to boost for 
Bryan among the laboring men of Minnesota. 
Bryan clubs will be formed among the working 
class in every town of size in the entire state, these 
clubs to be under the general direction of a general 
committee, which will be under the supervision of 
an executive committee. 

The general committee includes one representa- 
tive from each labor organization in the state, 
while the executive committee includes one man 
from each town. This state move for Bryan among 
labor leaders is taken to be one of national 
moment.—Minneapolis (Minn.) 7ribune. 


Rhode Island State Federation. 


Sept. 25.—The Rhode Island state branch of 
the A. F. of L. will begin its political campaign 
in behalf of the Democratic party in Cumberland, 
in accordance with the decision taken at the an- 
nual convention of the organization last Sunday. 
It was voted at that time to indorse the political 
circular of President Gompers of the A. F. of L., 
and work for the Democratic candidates. 


California State Federation. 

San JOSE, CaL., Oct. 7, ’08.—The California State 
Federation of Labor in ninth annual convention 
assembled, unequivocally endorses the political 
policy of its parent body, the A. F. of L. 

The California State Federation of Labor de- 
sires to particularly direct the attention of the 
working men and women of this state to the fol- 
lowing facts: 

1. That bya recent decision of the United States 
Supreme Court, the Sherman anti-trust law has 
been made to apply to trades and labor unions; 
that the Sherman anti-trust law so interpreted 
makes it possible for an employer who claims to be 
financially injured as a result of a controversy with 
atrade union, to bring suit against said union and 
recover treble the damages he may allege to have 
suffered. If the treasury of the union is not suffi- 
cient to pay the award, suit may be brought against 
each and every individual member. 

2, That laboring people are now, and have been 
for several years, denied the right of trial by jury 
by the action of federal judges in issuing injunc- 
tions in labor disputes. At the present time the 
honored president of the A. F. of L., Samuel Gom- 
pers, the secretary, Frank Morrison, and vice- 
president John Mitchell are in danger of being im- 
prisoned as a result of an alleged violation of a 
mandate issued by a federal judge. 

3. That the present Congress has not only re- 
fused to adopt legislation remedying these injus- 
tices to the working people, but has openly insulted 
the duly accredited representatives of labor. 

_4. That the national convention of the Repub- 
lican party refused to inserta plank in its platform 
Promising Labor relief from the injunction abuses 
and the provisions of the Sherman anti-trust law. 

5. That the national convention of the Demo- 

poy . rty did insert the planks requested by the 
. of LI 
6. That either one or the other of the above 
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named parties will elect the next president and 
have a working majority in Congress. 

In view of these facts, the California State Fed- 
eration of Labor earnestly requests the working 
people of this state to use every honorable means 
to defeat its enemies and elect its friends. 

Adopted by a practically unanimous vote. 


Lynchburg Lodge, No. 17, L. O. O. F. 


LYNCHBURG, VA., Sept. 5, 7908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
Washington, D. C. 

DEAR Mr. GoMPERs: I most heartily congratu- 
late you upon the nobie fight you are making, and 
want to say to you that the whole community down 
this way is with you to the finish. 

You have my best wishes for your unbounded 
success, and with best regards, I am, 

Sincerely yours, W. W. MARMADUKE. 


Woodbury (N. J.) Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association. 


Oct. 5, 1908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS: 

Branch No. 14 has taken favorable action on the 
Federation’s political campaign, fully endorsing 
its position. We have donated $20. 

Yours fraternally, CHas. E. HERITAGE. 


Providence (R. I.) ““ Minute Men.” 


The ‘‘ Providence League of Minute Men of 
Labor ’’ was organized in the labor temple yester- 
day afternoon at an enthusiastic and harmonious 
meeting held by the leaders of the trades union 
movement, Not a dissenting voice was heard 
during the afternoon. 

Officers were elected to take charge of the new 
organization, whose object is to follow the advice 
of the Executive Council of the A. F. of L. and 
work for the success of the Democratic presiden- 
tial nominee. 


Donation From Mine Workers. 


Sept. 24.—District No. 9, United Mine Workers 
of America, has donated the sum of $100 to the 
campaign fund of the A. F. of L. 

The contribution was made in response to the 
appeal of President Samuel Gompers and is an 
indication of the way the mine workers through- 
out the region feel towards Bryan and Kern’s 
candidacy. So have most of the big labor organ- 
izations in the country. In this locality the Central 
Labor Union subscribed $25 to the fund. 

District No. 9 takes in the mine workers in the 
Schuylkill region, of which John Fahey is presi- 
dent. The donation was made with the unanimous 
approval of the whole convention.—Scranton 
(Pa.) Zimes. 


BuFFALO, N. Y., Sept. 76, 1908. 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
Pres., A. F. of L.: 

I enclose you an express money-order for $10, 
It strikes me that the Federation is doing excel- 
lent political work this year. I was a newspaper 
correspondent for 20 years and for 14 of them was 
around the Capitol. I know Congress laughed at 
the labor measures and always considered that the 
labor vote could be split up or bought up. The 
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leaders in Congress did not fear the labor vote be- 
cause they regarded the small union labor leaders 
as purchasable all over the country or at least able 
to be scared into submission. 
Very respectfully yours, 
RALPH M. MCKENZIE. 


NEw YorK City, Sep/. 77, 7908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
Washington, D. C.: 

Enclosed please find a check for $10 which I 
wish to offer as a contribution to the A. F. of L., 
toward defraying the expenses of their officers in 
their commendable effort to present tothe mem- 
bers of that great noble organization the vital im- 
portance of voting for political candidates from 
whom if elected they may expect legislation favor- 
able to their interests. 

As you know, I am not a member of any organ- 
ization affiliated with the A. F. of L., but I have 
watched the unselfish, courageous, and untiring 
devotion of its officers and the many instances of 
noble sacrifices on the part of its members and I 
can not refrain from giving them some financial as 
well as moral support in their great work in up- 
lifting humanity. 

I trust the result of this campaign will be com- 
mensurate with your efforts and will prove that 
organized labor and intelligent unorganized labor 
too has the wisdom to discriminate between its 
friends and enemies. 

Sincerely yours, 
COLMAN J. DE GOODE. 


SouTH Boston, VA. 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, A. F. of L.: 

I have claimed no higher honor than to bea 
laboring man, being fully persuaded that Labor’s 
most potent weapon in forcing the Republican 
party to respect its rights is the ballot. In this 
step you have my hearty approval. Let us 
rally in united force and show to advocates of 
trusts and corporations how important a factor in 
the make-up of this American government Labor 
can be. We would be unworthy the name of free 
men did we longer hesitate to strike from our 
limbs the fetters with which they have bound us. 
The opportunity is before us; let us accept it with 
an enthusiasm that shall gather with each suc- 
ceeding wave a power that shall lift our stranded 
bark from the sands upon which she has been im- 
bedded. In the great naval battle of Trafalgar 
Lord Nelson, commander of the English, had this 
simple order fastened to his flag-ship: ‘‘England 
expects every man to do his duty today.’’ Nobly 
and bravely did they obey and won for the glory 
of their country a victory that every Englishman 
honors to this day. 

Respectfully, Wo. H. Hopce. 
NEw York City, Sepi. gth, 7908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GoMPERS, President: 

Asan enrolled Republican I want to congratulate 
you and your executive committee of the A. F. of 
L. on the stand you have taken on behalf of Labor 
and all its interests in this campaign to support 
the Democratic candidate William J. Bryan and 
his party. I have always advocated since the year 
of 1873, that all questions pertaining to labor lies 


in politics in this country for there is nothing that 
can shake my belief if the wage-workers of this 
country and particularly those organized had con- 
trol of the legislative, of the law making power 
and then had control of the judges to put those 
laws iuto honest execution the labor trouble 
would then be solved and in a few years the in- 
dustrial classes would be free from the yokes they 
now wear. This year I am going to vote and work 
for William J. Bryan and the Democratic party for 
I feel perfectly sure that Bryan if elected wil] 
come nearer putting into execution the honest 
demands of organized labor than any other candi- 
date in the field. As faras Mr. Eugene V. Debs 
and his Socialist party is concerned they can never 
be from a national standpoint a political success‘ 
for no political party in this country can be a suc- 
cess without the agricultural voter and those who 
are directly interested in them and the success of 
Mr. Debs’ party in my opinion can only reacha 
certain height and then fall to pieces like the old 
Socialist labor party. Mr. William R. Hearst and 
and his Independence League has missed their 
opportunity forever in my opinion the fatal error 
of leaving the middle of the road and forming a 
coalition with other political parties has damned 
him forever with the independent voters of this 
country outside of those who are looking for some 
peculiar interest. 

Your critics all over the country in the labor 
movement are the best evidencein the world tomy 
mind that your A. F. of L. Executive Committee 
and yourself are sincerely honest in this political 
movement, and I would like to ask these same 
critics that if there was a general order issued by 
your executive board and yourself to have nothing 
to do whatever in the future with Mr. Van Cleave 
and his association as the most bitter enemies that 
organized labor has at the present time would they 
obey your orders or earnest appeal to that effect. 
In my opinion they would certainly do so or be 
branded as traitors to the labor movement of this 
country and that in my opinion is what this move- 
ment in appealing to the voters of the country as 
you have done recently simply means that and 
many other measures of like character in the 
interest of organized labor. I believe the time has 
come when we can use the revolutionary word that 
organized workers have got to hang together in 
this campaign or they will be hanging separately 
in an industrial way for many long years to come, 
and when they get down to the basis of an empty 
stomach and an empty pocket which includes the 
empty dinner pail (in case they refuse to support 
you in this movement) then they will have no one 
to blame but themselves. 

Prejudices of all kinds, political and otherwise, 
should be set aside among organized labor for this 
coming campaign and for oncein our lives show 
the money interest of this country that we have 
brains enough to look after our own interests once 
in a while and that we also recognize the fact that 
brains has always run this world and always will 
and this is the time to use brainmite instead of 
dynamite, and although I have passed my two score 
or more years working in the interests of Labor! 
am still willing to buckle on the armor in this 
good cause and tender you my services in any way 
you see fit to help this splendid movement along 
and try to make it a success, 


Fraternally yours, WILLIAM MARTIN. 
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LABOR’S POLITICAL DUTY 


AURORA, ILL., Sept. 28, 7908. 
SAMUEL GOMPERS. 

DEAR SIR: Will youallow a lawyer to commend 
the judicious yet emphatic way in which you handle 
the interests of the laboring men in the present 
campaign. 

Every bondman in his own hand bears the power 
to cancel his captivity. I hope the laboring men 
have seen enough of the Republican party to 
realize their interests should not be left in their 
hands. The laboring man should think for him- 
self. He should reid both sides of all questions. 
He should regard the advice of those who like 
yourself are competent to decide for him when in 
doubt. 

Without going into details, into a consideration 
of each plank of the Democratic party, there is not 
one of them upon which it is not for the best in- 
terests of the laboring mento stand, and stand 
firm. I hope they will have too much manhood 
this year to be driven to the polls by threats. 

The tariff—which robs the laboring men as well 
as others—is not the cause of good wages. Men 

et good wages because of the labor unions. Manu- 
acturers, and others pay the wages they do, de- 
cause they have to. 

Those who do not belong to the unions also get 
better wages than they would if it were not for the 
unions. Labor unions should keep themselves 
strictly within the bounds of what is just and fair 
and right. On the other hand, they should de- 
mand, and should have what is just and fair and 
right. It should never be forgotten that this is a 
government of the people and by the people and 
for the people, 

Very truly yours, F. M. ANNIS. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Sepiember 15, 1908. 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, A. F. of L.: 

I have just finished reading the last issue of the 
AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST and feel exceedingly 
gratified at the many expressions of confidence 
tendered in your behalf by prominent unionists, 
labor organizations, and labor press. 

From what I know of the influences in control 
of the Republican party, I expected no concessions 
of any value. Its utter disregard of the demands 
of organized labor, the absolute surrender to the 
Post-Van Cleave contingent, the brazen boldness 
with which Joe Cannon and his ilk proclaim their 
servility to the anti-union sentiment has startled 
me some, as under ordinary circumstances it 
could hardly be considered good politics; but 
they did not seem to care about that. They seem 
to have been anxious to enter into a fight with or- 
ganized labor to test its strength. At Chicago the 
ultra-plutocracy was in the saddle and with whip 
and spur rode over everything that in any degree 
might interfere with their power to exploit. 

When in contrast is considered the action taken 
by the Democratic convention at Denver which 
incorporated the demands of Labor in its platform, 
what else can self-respecting trade unionists do 
but support the platform and nominees of the 
Denver convention ? 

As to the assaults made upon you personally by 
Mr. Hearst, the owner of the Independence 
League (called here the ‘‘Doodle Dees’’), nothing 
else could be expected. We knew him in Cali- 
fornia. His well laid plans to at some time or 
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another call the labor movement his asset have 
slipped acog. He has tried to cajole would-be 
‘*prominents in the labor movement for many 
years past. For ten years past he has made every 
effort to control the Democratic party of the state 
and when he failed be opened his malodorous vials 
and besmirched the character of the candidates 
He assailed the best men this state ever had. 

He has never been true to any cause and here in 
California, outside a few paid adherents, he is con- 
sidered a standing joke. 

But I know that you are too big to mind anything 
he may say. Enmity from such a source is a com- 
pliment and an acknowledgment of true power 
and influence. 

I have no doubt of the result of the present cam- 
paign. The success, which I feel is sure to come, 
will place Labor in a position of prominence and 
influence, and will serve as a warning to all parties 
in the future not to ignore reasonable demands 
made by Labor. 

HERMAN GUTSTADT. 


URBANA, ILL., Sept. 27, 71908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS: 

All labor is taking a helping hand in the Federa- 
tion campaign as organized labor sees that we are 
in the right and we must protect ourselves by 
putting in Congress our friends and not the men 
who treat us as slaves. The railroad employes have 
held together in fairly good shape under the hard 
times. Wo. GILLESPIE. 


Victoria, B. C., Sept. 23, ’08. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS: 

I have been a consistent Republican since I cast 
my vote for Horace Greeley. But party politics 
must be swept aside when the nation’s liberty is 
assailed. I am glad that organized labor has taken 
this step in advance. I am also glad that you have 
not declared yourself as a po.itical party, but have 
agreed to support any party that is willing to pre- 
serve thespirit of the Declaration of Independence 
and the constitution as handed down to us by our 
fathers to guard and defend, and as it was under- 
stood by Washington, Jefferson, and Lincoln; that 
it was to be a government of the people, by the peo- 
ple, and for the people, and not as those in power 
would have us believe, for the few rich, arrogant, 
or wise, but for the whole people. It is right that 
we should support any party that will preserve in- 
violate that noble heritage they gave us to guard 
and defend. This question of our inherent rights 
is of far more importance than any question of 
party politics. EDWARD W. HARTERY. 


BROOKLYN, N. Y., October 5, 1908. 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: I have been a closely 
interested observer of the Federation’s political 
program for this campaign. In a degree I have 
been a participant, silencing assailants of the Fed- 
eration officials by seizing the opportunity when- 
ever occasion arose of saying that the steps taken 
by the latter were in good faith and sufficiently 
authorized by the representative men in general 
of the labor movement at the conferences on the 
subject. President Gompers’ reiterated statement 
that he has never undertaken “to deliver the 
union vote’’ is to the point. He and his associates, 
while conceding to each the right to vote in ac- 
cordance with his judgment, but advise trade 
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unionists, in considering the issues of the day, to 
give due weight to the one issue which in its re- 
sults may most intimately affect the existence of 
unionism in many trades. This position of the A. 
F. of L. officials, in itself sound, has not to my 
knowledge been deviated from in their actions 
thus far in the campaign. If the voters of the 
unions will but be as fair to their leaders in mak- 
ing their decision how they shall vote as the 
leaders have been fair to the voters in making their 
recommendations, I see no reason for doubt as to 
the result. 
J. W. SULLIVAN. 





A. L. Walter in Brooklyn Chat.—The coming 
election will open the eyes of the people to the 
fact that organized labor is going to vote asa unit 
this year at least, for that party which is most 
favorable to their interests. How many men are 
there outside of the toiling class who can under- 
stand and appreciate its meaning? I dare saya 
few. But to the point. 

Labor has always divided its vote, and with it, 
its power, influence and respect, between the two 
dominant parties, and after the election was over 
and the candidates elected, the workers who 
placed them in power were given the boot when 
they asked for bread as theirreward. But, thanks 
to the teachings of trade unions, that time has 
passed forever. 

Labor in the future will act in harmony and by 
unity of action will reduce to practice the knowl- 
edge that they have gained after many years of 
discussion and experience. 

That united action is absolutely essential to 
force, immaterial to what party may be in power, 
to concede to labor such demands that they are, as 
human beings, entitled to. 

To defeat our enemies and help.our friends will 
be the weapon that will do the trick. 

When Mr. Gompers said that he would take off 
his coat and work for the election of Mr. Bryan, 
because the party that he heads has given Labor a 
square deal, that was simply the utterance of a 
good and true trade unionist; he was only carry- 
ing out the will of its members and the principle 
upon which the organization is based. 





Harrisburg (Pa.) Jndependent.—The Taft organs 
asseverate every day that Mr. Samuel Gompers, 
president of the A. F. of L. has undertaken to 
‘deliver the labor vote’’ to William Jennings 
Bryan. To repeated demands for proof that he has 
undertaken the heretofore unheard of task of 
delivering the ‘‘labor vote’’ to anybody they have 
remained silent. They hoped and purposed to 
nullify the appeal of Mr. Gompers and other labor 
leaders, to all workingmen, to support the party 
that offered them what they wanted and what they 
had vainly asked the dominant party to give 
them. They have from time to time, since the 
Denver platform was adopted, declared that other 
labor leaders were not with Gompers in this mat- 
ter, whereas the fact is that he was acting with 
them, and only representingthem, when he asked 
the Denver convention for certain promises as to 
future legislation if the Democratic party should 
win next November. The Taft people have been 
misrepresenting the facts. No man has under- 
taken, or will undertake, to deliver the votes of 
the workingmen. They will deliver their votes 
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themselves—if a voluntary ballot can be called a 
delivery—and that is what worries the organs and 
other representatives of special privileges. 





Newark (Ohio) Advocate.—Samuel Gompers, 
an honorable representative of organized labor, is 
being maligned by Republican politicians and 
trust newspapers because he hasa mind of his own 
and is supporting Bryan for President. We believe 
Mr. Gompers is honest in this matter, which is 
more than can be said of his persecutors. 





Buffalo (N. Y.) Courier.—The Taft organs are 
continuing to hound President Samuel Gompers, 
of the A. F. of L. They accuse him of being un- 
faithful to his labor leadership, of pursuing a sui- 
cidal policy, of risking the complete destruction 
of the great labor organization that has so long 
honored him, and of doing his best ‘‘to deliver 
the labor vote of the country.’’ Ina Labor Day 
address at Danville, Ill., the home of Speaker 
Cannon, Mr. Gompers, replying to these accusa- 
tions, said: ‘‘Iam no man’s man. I can deliver 
no vote but my own. I can dictate no man’s vote. 
It is my duty to discuss with you and counsel with 
you in regard to the conditions which prevail and 
which conditions may be very serious to us, so 
that we may come toa conclusion as to how we 
may make a wise choice.’’ He thus describes his 
attitude clearly and fairly. In discussing with 
labor unions the conditions referred to, Mr. Gom- 
pers is simply repeating a statement of facts re- 
garding the results secured by him, John Mitchell, 
and other officers of the A. F. of L., who went to 
Chicago and Denver in accordance with the action 
of the governing body of the organization. The 
fact that he is doing this is certainly no justifica- 
tion for the personal abuse to which he is sub- 
jected by Republican newspapers and spell binders. 





The Misrepresentation of Samuel Gompers. 


Official Journal Bricklayers and Masons’ Inter- 
national Union.—The misrepresentation of and 
cowardly attack upon brother Samuel Gompers by 
the capitalistic newspapers is sickening to all good, 
true union men, who know deep down in their 
hearts that brother Gompers never did and never 
will assume for one moment the right to dictate to 
his fellow trade unionists concerning the men or 
party whom they shall cast their ballot for on 
election day. He will, however, tell all union 
men what his conscience dictates to him is right. 
As president of the A. F. of L., he with his 
colleagues will give to affiliated and non-affil- 
iated unions a true account of his and their 
strivings with the two great political parties at 
their recent conventions. He willshowthe measure 
of protection that each one is prepared to give 
against the evils that have assailed our economic 
life by the one-man injunction power, and by the 
application ot laws that were never intended to be 
used to destroy trade unionism. Having done 
this, both he and his associates will leave it to the 
conscience of each union man as to how he shall 
mark his ballot on election day. 

Samuel Gompers and his colleagues have done 
nothing but what the delegates of organized 
labor, in attendance at the last convention of 
the A. F. of L., ordered them to do. Having 
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carried out those instructions and given the re- 
sult of their joint labors with the representa- 
tives of the two dominant political parties, they 
have but performed their duty, and when they 
ask all union men and their sympathizers to 
stand with them in giving aid to the friends of 
labor and punishment to its enemies, they are 
simply asking union men to be true to themselves. 

For this much, then, the paid hirelings of capi- 
talistic interests are to wage a warfare of mis- 
representation and abuse, and by their insidious 
methods seek to discredit and drive into obscurity 
Samuel Gompers, who has been tried on many a 
field of battle and who has been found true and 
steadfast through years of service given for the 
uplifting of those whom he loves with his whole 
soul, the common people. 

Can such a devilish plot succeed? No; a thou- 
sand times,no. The hatred of the Van Cleaves, 
Parrys and Posts will but endear him to a still 
greater degree in the hearts of his fellow trade 
unionists as well as win for him the respect and 
confidence of those American citizens who stand 
with us for equal justice to all, rich and poor, and 
for special privileges to none. 


Buffalo (N. Y.) 7imes.—Republican Congresses 
have for session after session used the hold-up 
tactics of the highwayman against labor legislation. 
The Republican platform has dodged the question 
by a plank which can be read any way you please. 
Taft, the injunction judge, has pretended a suspi- 


cious aud sudden solicitude for the welfare of labor. 
He fools nobody. Workingmen are looking at his 
record, not at his campaign pose. They know 
that if he had been really their friend, he would 
have found it out before now. Bryan and the 
Democratic platform stand for fair play to labor 
and the right of trial by jury. There never has 
been a doubt us to the choice Labor would make. 


Railway Employes Loyal to A. F. of L. Campaign. 

Oct. 5.--If any evidence should be needed to 
prove the loyalty of Labor to Bryan and Kern and 
the Denver platform, it is available at the labor 
bureau in Democratic headquarters. The organi- 
zation of Bryan and Kern railroad men’s clubs are 
reported in every mail, and with these reports 
come enthusiastic letters making application for 
literature aud campaign buttons. More than 
twenty Bryan and Kern clubs were reported yes- 
terday. The majority of these were organized in 
Illinois towns. The letters received from trainmen 
identified with these clubs indicate that the vote 
of the railroad employes, generally speaking, will 
be cast for Bryan and Kern. The president of one 
Bryan and Kern railroad men’s club wrote: 

‘**We are wearing the Bryan buttons this year. 
We didn’t dare do such a thing in 1896. Person- 
ally, I have seen only a very few railroad men 
wearing the Taft buttons. We number 1,600,000, 
and 400,000 of our men have been thrown out of 
work. There is no mistake about how we will vote 
this year.—Buffalo 7imes. 





Buitoinc Traves DEPARTMENT. 


Convention Call. 
HEADQUARTERS, COLORADO BUILDING. 
WASHINGTON, D. C., October 17, 1908. 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: You are herewith 
advised that the first annual convention of the 
Building Trades Department of the A. F. of L. will 
convene in the city of Denver, Colo., at 10 a. m. 
Monday, November 23, 1908. 

The general committee of arrangements have 
selected the Albany Hotel as the official head- 
quarters, and the convention will be held in the 
banquet hall of the Albany Hotel. 

Your organization is entitled to — delegates, 
and credentials are herewith inclosed, duplicates 
of which should be returned to this office at the 
earliest possible moment. 

Your attention is drawn to the constitutional 
provision requiring that delegates must be mem- 
bers in good standing of the unions they repre- 
sent, and per capita tax must be paid on the full 
membership up to the ist day of October, 1908. 

Many matters of interest are now before the 
Building Trades Department. Jurisdiction claims 
will be discussed and if possible adjusted, and 
each international is urged to send their full quota 
of delegates, as our constitution does not provide 
for proxy representation. 

Anticipating the pleasure of meeting a full dele- 
gation from your organization, and hoping that 
the approaching conference will reflect added 
Prestige and influence to your international, I beg 
toremain, Fraternally yours, 

AMES KIRBY, 
President, Building Trades Department. 


The representation of the affiliated international 
unions to the convention of the Building Trades 
Department is on the following basis: 

Unions of less than 4,000 members, 1 delegate. 

Unions of 4 000 members or more, 2 delegates. 

Unions of 8,000 members or more, 3 delegates. 

Unions of 16,000 members or more, 4 delegates. 

Unions of 32,000 members or more, 5 delegates. 

Unions of 64,000 members or more, 6 delegates. 

Unions of 128,000 members or more, 7 delegates. 

Unions of 256,000 members or more, 8 delegates. 

The roster of our local building trades councils 
shows a decided increase since last month, and 
we have on file several applications from different 
cities, which will be issued in a very few days. 

The general building condition throughout the 
country shows slightly improved conditions, and 
we are glad to report that every indication points 
towards a fairly good winter. Many building con- 
tracts that have been held up for some months are 
now being figured. The western part of the coun- 
try shows a considerably greater percentage of im- 
provement than the east. 

Another very noticeable fact is that in many 
cities where the employers’ association have main- 
tained bitter fights against the building trades 
mechanics they are gradually resuming operations 
with union men. Some of our most bitter enemies 
of the past are now either employing union men 
exclusively or sub-letting their work to union con- 
tractors with the clause requiring the employment 
of union labor in the contract. 

WILLIAM J. SPENCER, 
Secretary-Treasurer, 
Building Trades Department. 











MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Sepi. 22, 7908. 
Editor AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 

DEAR Sir: Recently there appeared in the New 
York Freeman’s Journal, a Catholic paper, a 
communication from its weekly contributor Robert 
Ellis Thompson, on ‘‘Labor and the Election,’ 
assailing Mr. Samuel Gompers for dragging or- 

anized labor into politics. Isent to the #veeman’s 
Fevent the subjoined reply which that paper has 
not thought proper to publish. Its failure to do so 
prompted me to send the article to you. 

Very truly yours, 

REv. HucGH F. LILty, O. P., 
Holy Rosary Convent (Dominican Convent). 





To the Editor of the Freeman’s Journal: 

Next to the articles from the pen of the distin- 
guished editor-in-chief, the principal attraction, 
perhaps, in late years of the Freeman’s Journal 
has been the weekly contribution from Prof. 
Robert Ellis Thompson. He writes on a great 
variety of subjects, and usually brings to his theme 
a fund of information which proves that Professor 
Thompson like every other scholar is still a 
student. But the professor has his limitations as 
is evident from his contribution on ‘‘Labor and 
the Election’’ in this week’s Freeman. In this 
article there is so little cogent reasoning and so 
much unfounded assertion, that, were it not for 
his name at the head of the article, one could 
hardly believe that Professor Thompson had 
writtenit. He claims that he deals with the sub- 
ject as a friend of organized labor, but most 
persons who read the article will come to the con- 
clusion that it was written, not in the interests of 
Labor, but of the Republican party. 

The spectacle of Professor Thompson lecturing 
Mr. Gompers on his duty to the Labor party will 
strike most persons as bordering closely on the ludi- 
crous. Nodoubt Mr. Thompson is pertectly sincere 
in believing that he is better qualified to speak on 
the duties of the Labor party than the man whom 
the workers persist in retaining as their chief, but 
whoelse will believe it? Unfortunately forthe pro- 
fessor, his overweening self-confidence is not com- 
municable. He will find that, notwithstanding 
his beneficent efforts at proselytism, both Mr. 
Gompers and the rank and file of the Labor party 
will remain obdurate. They may take their liter- 
ature from the professor, but their politics must 
be bomemade. 

The keynote of the professor’s communication 
is found in the following sentence: ‘‘It is the duty 
of organized labor, as such, to hold itself aloof 
from political as much as from religious affilia- 
tions of every kind.” 

Now, let us see whether this contention is well 
founded. Is it true that organized labor should 
hold itself aloof from political and religious affili- 
ations? On the contrary, I contend that it is the 
duty of organized labor to affiliate with any and 
every organization, whether political or religious, 
which, by legitimate means, may assist it in gain- 
ing its legitimate end. Unless this is the scope of 
the labor movement, it might as well have re- 
mained unorganized. 

To exert its proper influence, to make its power 
not only known but felt, was, I take it, the very 
purpose of its organization. Why, then, stultify 
tself by organic inaction. The cry against ming- 
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(CORRESPONDENCE. 








ling in politics is a bogie that has frightened the 
workingman long enough. 

For either of the two great political parties, as 
such, organized labor cares not a straw; but the 
labor leaders would be irredeemable mossbacks if 
they failed to exert their influence in behalf of that 
party which most favors their organization. 

REV. HuGuH F. LILy, O. P. 





DALLAS, TEXAS. 
Resolved, By the Dallas Trades Assembly, that 
a vote of thanks be extended to Mr. Samuel 
Gompers, president of the A. F. of L,. for his visit 
to Dallas on September 2d, 1908, and for the able 
and timely address delivered by him on that day 
at the Fair Park auditorium; and be it further 
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be 
forwarded to the A. F. of L. for publication in the 
AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, and the same be 
spread upon the minutes of the assembly. 
J.J. GARRITY, 
C. H. ApaMs, 
C. H. OEDAMER,S R. ., 
Committee. 





PINE HI, N. Y., Oct. 76, 1908. 
My DEAR MR. GOMPERS: 

Just a line to say that I approve of your present 
course in politics, and tbat I’ll vote for Bryan and 
push in that direction. Now that you have taken 
your stand, you can not afford to be beaten. Taft 
must be beaten. If Bryan wins, as I believe he 
will, the Federation will at abound become almost 
a department of the Government. 

Yours fraternally, 
HERBERT N. Casson. 


INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF BOILER- 
MAKERS ENDORSE ACTION OF THE EXECU- 
TIVE COUNCIL OF THE A. F. OF L. 


Be it and it is hereby resolved that we, the mem- 
bers of the Executive Council of the Brotherhood 
of Boilermakers, Iron Shipbuilders and Helpers of 
America, assembled in session, do heartily approve 
of the action of the Executive Council of the A. F. 
of L. in their efforts and success in having an 
anti-injunction plank inserted in the Democratic 
national platform. h 

We also wish to offer our condemnation to the 
party that refused to adopt an anti-injunction 
plank in their platform, due to the efforts of the 
Hon. Joseph Cannon, Van Cleave. Post, Parry, and 
other oppressors of Labor, both organized and un- 
organized, and further we ask our brothers to do 
everything in their power to assist with their only 
weapon, the ballot, in removing from the statute 
books of all states all legislation detrimental to the 
interests of the producers of all the wealth of our 
country. 

J. A. FRANKLIN, /nil. Prest. 

A. HinzMan, sst Intl. Vice-Prest. 

JouN F. GALuivan, 2d nil. Vice-Prest. 

A. Senc, 3d Intl. Vice-Prest. 

THos. NOLAN, gth Intl. Vice-Prest. 

JOHN STeTzER, 5th Intl. Vice Presi. 

N. QuESNEL, 6th Jnil. Vice-Prest. 

JOHN Downey, 8th Jnil. Vice-Prest 

Joun F. Scumirt, 9th Intl. Vice-Prest. 
Wo. J. GintTHorRPE, /nil. Secy.- Treas. 
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WHAT OUR ORGANIZERS ARE DOING. 


FROM THE ATLANTIC TO THE PACIFIC, 


In this department is presented a comprehensive review of industrial conditions throughout the 


country. 
This includes: 


A statement by American Federation of Labor general and local organizers of labor conditions in 


their vicinity. 


Increases in wages, reduction of hours, or improved conditions gained without strikes. 


Work done for union labels. 
Unions organized during the last month. 


City ordinances or state laws passed favorable to labor. 


Strikes or lockouts; causes, results. 


A report of this sort is rather a formidable task when it is remembered that nearly 1,000 of the 
organizers are volunteers, doing the organizing work and writing their reports after the day’s toil is 


finished in factory, mill, or mine. 


The matter herewith presented is valuable to all who take an intelligent interest in the industrial 


development of the country. 


It is accurate, varied, and comprehensive. 


The information comes from 


those familiar with the conditions of which they write. 


These organizers are themselves wage-workers. 


They participate in the struggles of the people 


for better conditions, help to win the victories, aid in securing legislation—in short, do the thousand 
and one things that go to round out the practical labor movement. 

Through. an exchange of views in this department the wage workers in various sections of the 
country and the manifold branches of trade are kept in close touch with each other. 

Taken in connection with the reports from secretaries of international unions, this department 
gives a luminous vision of industrial advancement throughout the country. 


FROM INTERNATIONAL OFFICERS. 


Ottawa and Fernie, Canada; Granville, Ill, and 


Blacksmiths. 

Chas. N. Glover.—State of employment only 
fair, with slight improvement in railroad shops. 
The attempts of a number of railroads to abrogate 
contracts and force wage reductions have only 
resulted in strikes. No settlement has as yet been 
effected. About one-third of our members are out 
of employment. 


Cutting Diemakers. 


Joseph J. Brady.—Our members are fairly well 
employed. About forty members were affected in 
strike of one day’s duration. They won their de- 
mands. 


Glass Workers. 


Wm. Figolah.—Trade is improving slightly, but 
labor conditions have been dull. We are renew- 
ing our agreement in some cities without trouble. 
We intend to maintain union conditions and wages. 
_ the month we paid outin death benefit 


Lathers. 


Ralph V. Brandt.—Slight improvement has 
been noted in trade conditions during the past 
two months. We have chartered new unions in 


Vallejo, Cal. We had six deaths during the month 
and paid in benefits $600. 


Leather Workers. 


Murt Malone.—We are building up our mem- 
bership, organizing unions and agitating the 
labels, so it can be seen that our members are 
active in the movement for bettering conditions. 
New unions were recently organized in Philadel- 
phia, and Oakland, Cal. Trade conditions show 
slight improvement during the past month or so. 


Printing Pressmen. 


Patrick J]. McMullen.—We are actively agitating 
with the view of establishing the eight hour day 
and union shop throughout ourtrade. New unions 
have recently been formed in Michigan, Texas, 
Alabama, and Massachusetts. Trade conditions 
are improving slowly. We have expended $24,000 
in benefits for unemployed members and $1,100 in 
death benefits. 


Tile Layers. 


Jas. P. Reynolds.—Condition of trade very poor; 
about one-half of our members idle. During the 
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past year we had strikes in Pittsburg, Indianapolis, 
and Washington against the open shop. We have 
recently decided to hold biennial conventions in- 
stead of annual. We have also increased our tax 
rate from 20 to 25 cents per member. Our consti- 
tution has been revised, and we elect our officers 
f or two years instead of one. During the month 
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we reinstated a local union in New York. A new 
union was recently organized at Albany, N. Y. 
Wood Carvers. 

John S. Henry.—Trade conditions have been 
dull, and there is only slight improvement in 
sight as yet. We paid out in death benefits 
$1,800 during the month. 


FROM DISTRICT, STATE AND LOCAL ORGANIZERS. 


ARKANSAS. 

Hot Springs.—P. I. Hensley: 

All union men are supporting union candidates 
for office in state and county. Building trades are 
in healthy condition, although their busy season 
is now over, about ninety-two per cent of them are 
unionized. Unskilled labor is mostly unorganized. 
Hodcarriers have advanced wages from $1.75 to 
$2 aday. Lathers increased prices from $2.50 
to $3 perthousand. The unions have control of 
about four-fifths of the work done here. Hodcar- 
riers and building laborers have organized during 
month. 

Little Rock.—l,. H. Moore: 

Although a number of men are still out of em- 
a. trade conditions are slowly recovering 

rom the effects of the panic. Organized trades 


have maintained wages and general conditions, 
while unorganized industries have fallen back. 
Continual agitation is carried on for all union 


labels. Carpenters recently organized union at 
Conway, Ark. 

Midland.—C. J. Acton: 

Organized labor making steady advance as re- 
gards industrial conditions. Employment has 
been uncertain, but there are some indications of 
improvement. Retail clerks are organizing. 


CALIFORNIA. 

Los Angeles.—Arthur Hay: 

Condition of organized laborsteadily improving, 
but unorganized industries remain poor. Union 
men have had comparatively steady employment. 
We have held union label exhibitions and con- 
tinually advertise and boom all union labels. 

Vallejo.—J. B. Dale: 

It is evident that all the trade unions on the 
Pacific coast are thoroughly aroused to the im- 
portance of the abuse of the injunction, and it is 
safe to predict that there will be still more un- 
easiness in certain political quarters because of 
this issue in the campaign. This campaign will 
leave impressions on the minds of politicians for 
years to come. 

Union men have enjoyed steady employment 
during the summer. The unorganized workers are 
not in as good shape as the union men, but ina 
measure their conditions have been improved 
through the efforts of the more progressive and 
far-seeing trade unionists. Geo. A. Tracy, presi- 
dent of California State Federation of Labor, who 
has been nominated for Congress on the Demo- 
cratic ticket, is receiving the support of all work- 
ingmen. The municipal committee of the trades 
and labor council attends all meetings of the city 
council, urging the observance of the eight hour 
day on all municipal contracts. 


CONNECTICUT. 

Hartford.—James T. Manee: 

Employment has been unsteady, but improved 
somewhat during the past month. Through the 
efforts of Central Labor Union and strong agitation 
of the union labels, garment workers’ union is 
making good progress, securing increased wages 
and adoption of their union Jabel. All other labels 
are receiving attention and are well advertised. 


FLORIDA. 

Key West.—W. F. Maloney: 

Employment has been unsteady. No change in 
conditions since last report. East Coast Railroad 
Company tried to force 10 hour day at $1.25 a day, 
but the men would not stand for it. A federal 
union was organized during the month. Have a 
couple of other unions under way and hope to re- 
port them organized soon. 

GEORGIA. 

Augusta.—B. F. McIntyre: 

Organized labor in good condition. A large num- 
ber of people have been thrown out of employ- 
ment by the great flood during August, one of the 
worst disasters which has ever happened in this 
city. Unorganized labor in poor shape. 

Columbus.—A. C. Snyder: 

Union men secure better hours and wages than 
the unorganized. Employment has been fairly 
steady. No changes in condition since last 
month. 

ILLINOIS. 


Alton.—O. V. Lowe: 

Union men have good conditions with steady 
employment. Wages and hours remain the same 
as last month. MHorseshoers have organized. 
Everything is working in harmony. Good de- 
mand for all union labels. 


Aurora.—E. R. Davis: 

We are going to support friendly political can- 
didates this fall, regardless of partisan affiliations. 
Organized trades in good shape, particularly in 
the building industries. In this line conditions 
are first-class with union shop, eight hour day and 
good wages. All trades in building line are 
steadily employed Other trades have not had 
steady employment during the past year. Few 
strikes have occurred, but in most instances we 
have gained a victory. However, most advances in 
wages or conditions have been secured through 
more conservative means. Splendid work has 
been done by women’s label league in the prormo- 
tion of all union labels. 

Carrier Mills. —E. T. Davis: 

Organized trades are enjoying sdvantages over 
the unorganized workers in securing work at 
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better wages. Organized labor in good shape. 
Employment fairly steady. 

Chicago.—J. C. Colgan: 

The workingmen here are intensely interested 
in the political campaign and much enthusiasm 
was created by the speeches of P-esident Gompers 
at Danville and Bryan at Chicago, on Labor Day. 
Condition of organized labor in this city is fairly 
good considering the general condition through- 
out the country. 

Danville.—Ciifford Reed: 

All trades with the exception of building indus- 
tries are steadily employed. Condition of organ- 
ized labor is fully 50 per cent better than the 
unorganized. All organizations are booming. 
Unorganized labor is not much in demand and in 
generally badshape. The retail clerks’ cards are 
being advertised. Street and electric railway em- 
ployes have formed union. Horseshoers have 
union under way. 

Decatur.—Chas. Eaton: 

Employment has not been up to the usual stand- 
ard during the past year. Organized labor has by 
far the best conditions here. There are no changes 
in conditions or wages to report. 

Du Quoin.—Phillip Davis: 

The working people here are enthusiastic in 
the political campaign this year and intend to 
make their power felt at the polls. We are doing 
all we can to elect our friends and defeat our 
enemies. The issue of ‘‘government by injunc- 
tion’’ is uppermost in the minds of the workers. 
We are especially out to defeat ‘‘Uncle’’ Joe Can- 
non. Good demand for all union labels in this 
section. 

Mattoon.—R. F. Craddick: 

Organized labor in fair shape. Employment 
has improved slightly during past month. Street- 
car men are beginning to realize the helplessness 
of their unorganized condition ard will get in line 
tosecure better hours and living wages. Union 
labels are demanded by most unionists. 


Mt. Olive.—F. W. Dingersen: 

Condition of organized laborfair. Work is fairly 
steady in most trades, with exception of mine 
workers. Trades and labor council supports a la- 
bel committee which is doing splendid work. 


O’ Fallon.—F. M. Evans: 

Nearly all trades are enjoying steady employ- 
ment. Improved conditions have been secured by 
union men without strike. Miners are working 
four or five days a week, but other trades run full 
time. Good work is done for all union labels. 


Paris.—Edward Low: 

Unorganized labor in very bad shape, and em- 
ployment is very uncertain. Union men secure 
better hours and higher wages than the unorgan- 
ized. All union labels are demanded. 


INDIANA. 

Indianapolis.—John Gallivan: 

Union men in fair shape, but unorganized labor 
in poor condition. Employment has been un- 
steady. 

Logansport.—Dora Smith and O. P. Smith: 

The political campaign of the A. F. of L. is en- 
dorsed by unionists and non-unionists as well, 
throughout this section. Organized labor is hold- 
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ing its own and most unions report increased 
membership. Employment has not been steady 
and there is no immediate prospect of much im- 
provement. Textile workers, teamsters, and retail 
clerks are organizing. 

Muncie.—B. W. McGinnis: 

Condition of organized labor fairly good. Prac- 
tically all glass workers have returned to work. 
There is good demand for all union labeled goods. 


IOWA. 

Davenport.—J. T. Sheehan: 

There seems to be great hustling on the part of 
— to secure the labor vote in this section. 

he Independent party candidates who spoke here 
Labor Day did not receive much attention from 
the workers, who are intending to support a party 
which can really make good its promises for relief 
from present conditions. Tri-city labor celebra- 
tion which included Moline and Rock Island, II1., 
was held in this city and received much favorable 
comment. Organized labor in this section in good 
shape and steadily gaining ground. Union men 
secure 20 per cent higher wages than the un- 
organized. City ordinance secured at Rock Island 
requires that union men be employed wherever 
possible. 

Dubuqgue.—Simon Miller: 

The political action of President Gompers in 
regard to present campaign meets with approval 
of unionists in this section. Condition of organized 
labor fair, but among the ranks of unorganized 
labor there are great numbers of unemployed 
men. Employment this year does not compare 
favorably with last year, especially in building 
trades. All building trades have eight hour day. 
Unorganized workers have suffered wage reduc- 
tion. Last year they received $2 and $2.25 a day; 
this year they work for $1.75 a day. 


KANSAS. 


Emporia.—J. P. Cowen: 

Organized labor making steady progress. With 
the growth of trade union organization there is 
noticed great improvement in conditions gener- 
ally. Employment is fairly steady. Considerable 
public work under way. Union men are working 
shorter hours than the unorganized. Teamsters 
have formed union. 


KENTUCKY. 


Louisville.—John Young and Charles Peetz: 

Organized trades in fair shape, although em- 
ployment has not been particularly plentiful. Un- 
organized working conditions very poor. Quarry 
workers renewed their wage scale of last year. 
Laundry workers are organizing. There is in- 
creasing demand for all union labels. 


LOUISIANA, 

New Orleans.—J. E. Schroth: 

My first work as organizer, advocating label 
goods, bore good results Have organized barbers 
and bartenders of Baton Rouge, also the Building 
Trades Department of New Orleans. Have re- 
organized the coffee, spice, and baking powder 
workers’ union and oil cake packer and domestic 
house girls. Textile mill operators who are out 
resisting a 20 per cent cut for six weeks have or- 
ganized and are gaining ground. Will go to Wis- 
sen, Miss., to organize the mill operators, who 
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were reduced 20 per cent in wages. Have two new 
locals together and will make application for 
charters. 


MAINE. 

Biddeford.—E. L. Leighton: 

Employment is fairly steady in most organized 
industries. We elected two labor men to the legis- 
lature this fall. All union labels are being boomed. 
Machinists and firemen are organizing. 

Vinalhaven.—Winslow Roberts: 

All trade unionists enjoying fair conditions. 
No strikes or troubles to report. Employment 
steady. Lobstermen have formed a company and 
are shipping products themselves. Good demand 
for all union made goods. 

Waterville.—Frank A. Tupper: 

Union men are more in: demand on all jobs, 
than the unorganized. Barbers are organizing. 
Employment fairly steady. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Chicopee Falls.—James F. Murphy: 

Employment has not been up to the standard 
during the past season. Mills have been running 
short time and shops have reduced working forces. 
Union men have maintained union conditions, 
but unorganized trades are in bad shape. Unor- 
ganized mill operators were discharged because 
they asked for improved conditions. They are 
now getting ready to form union. 

Holyoke.—Thos, J. Durnin: 

The wage-earners of New England can be de- 
pended upon to do their duty this fall in the elec- 
tions. Active interest is noticed, particularly in 
Massachusetts, and we look for great results. 
Organized trades are holding their own, despite 

r trade conditions. A number of men have 
been idle this summer because of the shutting 
down of mills and factories. Unorganized workers 
have very poor conditions, because they were un- 
able to maintain their wages. Good work is done 
for all union labels. We take every oppor- 
tunity to bring this subject before the people. 
Bartenders, cooks, waiters and waitresses have 
formed unions. Bank messengers are organizing. 

Marlboro.—Philip J. Byrne: 

Have been working in the slate belt of Pennsyl- 
vania and found a number of industries out of em- 
ployment. Very little work in building trades or 
steel and iron industries. Organized labor has 
kept wages from being reduced, and in many in- 
stances unorganized workers have been benefited 
through this effort of unionized workers. Am 
visiting and urging all unions to agitate for all 
union labels. 


Pittsfield.—Jobn B. Mickle: 

Organized labor in good shape and enjoying 
steady work. Slaters are organizing. We are try- 
ing to increase the demand for all union labels. 


MICHIGAN. 


Detroit.—John J. Scannell: 

All unionists are working for election of 
William D. Mahon, president of Street Railway 
Employes’ Association, as Congressman of the First 
Michigan District. At Escanaba, where I made 
the Labor Day address, I found the people of 
the northern part of the state very much in 
favor of the policy of the A. F. of L, in this 
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campaign. The local unions have provided two 
delegates to the Delta County Democratic con- 
vention to place three union men on the ticket as 
candidates for legislature, sheriff, aud coroner. 
The Michigan State Federation of Labor, in con- 
vention assembled, adopted the following resolu- 
tions: Endorsing the political policy and program 
of A. F. of L. in toto; requesting influence of Fed- 
eration to provide aisles in open cars, instead of 
running boards on sides; to devise a plan with 
international unions to compel local unions to join 
state branches; for equal industrial and political 
rights to women; approving the label conference 
of A. F. of L.; requesting influence of organized 
labor to prevent the adoption of prohibition in the 
several counties of the state; proposing establish- 
ment of women’s label leagues in all localities; 
requesting a more rigid inspection of barber shops, 
along lines of sanitation and licensing of same; 
pledging support to American Society of Equity; re- 
questing all Michigan delegates to A. F. of L. con- 
vention at Denver to invite that body to meet at 
Detroit in 1909; to endeavor to provide air brakes 
on all cars in cities of over 30,000 population. The 
report of the secretary-treasurer showed the Fed- 
eration to be in good shape financially and increase 
of 22 new affiliations during the year. Organized 
labor held its own during the recent slump in 
business. Detroit Federation label committee is 
preparing for a canvass of all local unions and 
fraternal organizations during fall and winter. 

Jonia.—H. R. Elliott: 

Union men in good shape and steadily em- 
ployed. There are no changes in conditions to 
report at this time. 

Kalamazoo.—E. H. Ellis: 

The great majority of union men have endorsed 
the A. F. of L. political campaign. Organized 
labor in good shape. Employment is becoming 
more steady. 

Sault Ste. Marie.—Jas. W. Troyer: 

The working people here are pretty thoroughly 
organized and have good conditions accordingly. 
Employment is fairly steady, but the unorganized 
workers take what they can get. Our city council 
is now composed mainly of union men. Every- 
thing possible is done to boom all union labels. 
Submarine drill workers have organized with mem- 
bership of 35, and expect to increase to 100 at 
next meeting. 

Wyandoite.—Harry La Beau: 

The union men in thissection intend to support 
Bryan for President. We think well of the 
A. F. of L. political campaign. We have a com- 
mittee working for all union labels. Employment 
has been very uncertain. 


MINNESOTA. 


Minneapolis.—E. G. Hall: 

All our efforts are being put forth to elect our 
friends and defeat our enemies at the polls this 
fall. Unions are in good shape and are fairly well 
employed. Dye workers organized during month. 


MISSOURL 


De Soto.—B. A. Bell: 

Practically all workingmen are organized. The 
latest to join our ranks was the union of shoe 
workers, who are now in good shape with rapidly 
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growing membership. Employment has been 
very uncertain, men are being put on a job one 
day and taken off the next. Organized workers 
have by far the best of conditions here. 

Kansas City.—John T. Smith: 

Organized labor enjoying fair conditions, and 
steady employment. Unorganized workingmen 
are walking the streets, but they are now beginning 
to talk organization. The unionists are practically 
as auniton the A. F. of L. political campaign. 
Our union label league is active in pushing the 
work for all union labels. Terazzi workers, putty 
glazers and asbestos workers have formed union. 


St. Louts.—James C. Shanessy: 

Prospects of organized labor in this city and 
vicinity are much brighter than a few months ago. 
At this writing there 1s only a small percentage of 
organized workers out ofemployment. Unorgan- 
ized trades are in poor shape, working long hours 
for small pay. Indications in this vicinity are that 
Wm. J. Bryan will be elected next President of 
United States. Cloth hat and cap makers have 
organized. Have two or three newunions under 
way. We are constantly promoting all union 
labels. 


MONTANA. 


Billings.—Hugh McDonald: 

The presidential campaign is the great issue at 
this time with the working people. We hope to 
carry the state for the Denver platform. Organized 
labor in this section in good shape. Some efforts 
were made to reduce wages for unskilled workers 
belonging to federal labor union, but so far they 
have not succeeded. Unskilled organized workers 
receive $3 a day of eight hours, while unorganized 
workers in the same line get $2.25 for a longer 
workday. No advance in wages has been gained 
during the past year. No strikes or lockouts to re- 
port. We have some trouble with contractors in 
building trades trying to work the open shop, but 
hope to settle this without strike. Union members 
are always urged to demand all union labels. 
Teamsters of this city and carpenters at Laurel 
have organized during month. Hope to get a 
federal union under way at Laurel. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Concord.—C. J. French: 

Organized labor far in advance of unorganized 
as to working conditions and wages received. 
Employment is quite steady. No change in wages 
since last report. A great deal of agitation is car- 
ried on for the union labels. 


NEW JERSEY. 


Elizabeth.—John Keyes: 

Employment during the past months has been 
the dullest in years. Condition of organized 
workers far superior to the unorganized. Non- 
unionists are compelled to accept whatever the 
bosses choose to offer. Carpenters, after a long 
struggle, seem to be successful. Good demand for 
the union labels in this city. 

Paterson.—Paul Breen: 

Contrary to a number of press reports, the unions 
are standing by President Gompers in regard to 
the A. F. of L. political campaign. The unions 
are standing firm despite slackness in trade. Un- 
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organized labor has no standing whatever with 
employers in this community. Carpenters are 
winning their strike. 


NEW YORK. 


Cohoes.—Theodore De Groat: 

Unionized workers are steadily improving their 
conditions. The dry season and consequent lack 
of water has stopped a number of industries. 
Mills seem to have plenty of orders, in fact would 
be working day and night, if they could get power. 
Unorganized working conditions are poor. Have 
one new union under way. 

Little Falls.—Thos. J. Crowley: 

Most union men are working steadily and at 
good wages and fair conditions. Unorganized 
workers in poor shape. There is fair demand for 
all union labels. 

Newburgh.—John Rothery: 

The A. F. of L. political campaign has the hearty 
endorsement of union men in this section. Various 
unions of this city in good shape and report in- 
creased membership. Unorganized workers suf- 
fered much hardship because of the money panic. 
Building trades fair, but a number of men are out 
of employment. Horseshoers, electricians, and 
maintenance-of-way employes have formed unions 
recently. The organization of a central body at 
Walden has stimulated much interest among the 
workers. Fraternal delegations will exchange 
visits to central bodies of this city and Walden in 
the near future. 

Norwich.—W. E. Miner: 

With the unorganized, wages are low and work 
scarce, but the union workers through their asso- 
ciations have been able to maintain wage scales 
and work full time. Have one new union under 
way. A splendid agitation is carried on for all 
union labels. 

Sandy Hill.—Thos. E. Burke: 

Union men are enjoying shorter workday and 
higher wages than the unorganized. We are 
booming all union labels. Papermakers are on 
strike to resist a 10 per cent cut in wages. Em- 
ployment is slack in this section. 

Watertown.— Royal Knight: 

On account of the money panic, the labor 
market is very dull. There is very little employ- 
ment. An active campaign is carried on in the 
interest of union labels. 


OHIO. 


Barnhill.—Fred. A. Helle: 

The unionists are working hard to elect their 
friends and defeat their enemies in the forthcom- 
ing election. Employment has been very un- 
steady during the summer, because of the money 
stringency, but the unions have maintained wage 
scales despite all attempts at wage reduction. 
Barbers and bartenders organized recently. Have 
teamsters’ union under way. 

Bellefontaine.—A. M. Armer: 

We are working hard to defeat candidates who 
have shown themselves to be enemies of organ- 
ized labor. Employment is becoming a little more 
plentiful. Printers are organizing. 

Cambridge.—Albert E. Pitt: 

Wage-earners in this city are all for Bryan. 
Organized trades in good shape. Carpenters and 
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painters work nine hour day, and bricklayers 
eight hours. Unorganized workers in the same 
trades work longer hours for lower wage rate. 
Employment has been unsteady for some time 
past on account of the business depression. Both 
congressional candidates in the 15th district have 
declared themselves in favorof Labor’s demands 
from Congress. 

Canton.—J. A. Robinson: 

About ninety per cent of union labor is steadily 
employed, but the unorganized workers do not fare 
so well. Stationary firemen have formed union 
during the month. We have a committee steadily 
agitating the union labels. 

Cleveland.—Michael Goldsmith: 

Organized labor in fair shape, but there are 
plenty of idle men in this city. Weare intent on 
maintaining the improvements we have secured 
through earnest effort. Good agitation for all 
union labels. 

Fremont.—H. C. Winnes and H. A. Smith: 

The trade unionists have awakened to the call 
in the political world, and there is strong fegling 
in favor of the A. F. of L. political campaign. 
Building trades have been steadily employed, but 
factories have not afforded steady work during the 
past summer. No improvements in wages to re- 
port at this time, the unions have maintained 
last year’s wages. Good work is done for all 
union labels. 

Marietia.—Wm. F. Debold: 

All unionsin fair shape. Organized labor has 
decided advantages over the unorganized. Em- 
ployment has been unsteady. Central body is 
actively urging the work along union label 
lines. We have a committee visiting merchants 
with good results. Will probably have retail 
clerks’ union in line soon. 

Piqua.—Thomas J. Craig: 

Organized labor is holding its own. No changes 
in conditions to report. Barbers, bartenders, and 
painters are likely to form unions. All union men 
patronize the union labels. Employment is very 
uncertain. 

Tiffin.—Jas. C. Craniger: 

The working people are agitating for the elec- 
tion of Wm. J. Bryan. Laboring men and the 
labor unions did justice to Labor Day in our city 
this year. This city turned out more than 800 men 
in parade and the celebration was a credit to the 
organized workers of this city. Our town is be- 
coming well organized and expect to report still 
better results in the future. Have several new 
unions under way. Organized labor was never in 
better shape than at this time. All union men 
working full time. Glass workers, who are unor- 
ganized, are somewhat dull as regards employ- 
ment. 


OKLAHOMA. 


Enid.—Hh. A. Breitenstein: 

All trades are becoming more solidly united 
than ever before. Condition of organized labor is 
fully 25 per cent better than for the unorganized, 
especially as regards wages. Several trades have 
secured eight hour day and advanced wage scale 
without strike. We have a number of favorable 
state labor laws. One city ordinance was recently 
passed regarding construction of sewer manholes. 
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We have a city council favorable to the workers. 
Employment is quite steady. The favorable cli- 
matic conditions give the building trades employ- 
ment almost continuously throughout the year. 
Retail clerks organized during the month. Paint- 
ers formed union and have already signed agree- 
ment with employers. Musicians and lathers are 
organizing. 

McAlester.—D. S. O'Leary: 

Organized labor in fair shape, but unorganized 
poor. Retail clerks, through their organization, 
secured reduction in hours. They organized dur- 
ing the month. Have a federal union under way. 
Employment is unsteady at this time. 


OREGON. 


Fortland.—J. F. Cassidy: 

Organized trades are securing much better con- 
ditions than the unorganized. Employment quite 
steady. Elevator constructors, hoisting and port- 
able engineers, cement workers, and laborers have 
formed union during the month. 

Salem.—H. H. Hill: 

All union carpenters report steady employment. 
The electric line men who have organized receive 
from 60 cents to $1 more per day than the unorgan- 
ized men in sametrade. Most union members are 
alive to the importance of the union label, but we 
are urging the most earnest consideration of this 
subject by all working people. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Alleniown.—Chas M. Rehrig: 

There is nothing new to report at this time. 
Unorganized trades in very bad shape. Musicians 
are organizing. All union labels are well taken 
care of. Employment very unsteady during past 
season. 

Easton.—]. H. Wesley: 

Organized trades are always in the lead as re- 
gards conditions. The unions are securing these 
things through their contracts and union agree- 
ments which are being lived upto by all. The 
money panic is felt here toa great degree, very 
little employment here. No strikes or other 
troubles to report. There is good demand for 
union labeled goods. 

Edwardsville —James E. Jones: 

During the past month, trades conditions have 
begun to pick up. The greater part of the year 
there was very little work. Unorganized workers 
are waking up. They are beginning to realize the 
situation. Organized working conditions are 
much superior to the unorganized. 

Galeton.—C. J. Latterman: 

The spirit of unionismis very strong in this 
vicinity and there is small merit in being a non- 
unionist among the workers here. Strong co-op- 
eration on the part of the workers has been the 
means of increasing the demand for union labeled 
goods. Employment has been steady in most 
trades, although railroads have been working short 
time. 

Honesdale.—Theodore Hebert: 

Nearly all unions report increase in membership. 
Employment has improved during the past month. 
Glass cutters are not yet organized, but can no 
doubt be organized into a strong organization. 





WHAT OUR ORGANIZERS ARE DOING 


‘Jermyn.—S. B. Hills: 

Practically all laboring men here are union men. 
Barbers are not yet organized, but there are not 
sufficient number of the trade here to form a 
union of their own. Teamsters, painters, paper- 
hangers, masons, and plasterers are members of 
their respective trade unions in Carbondale, four 
miles from here. All trades have enjoyed steady 
employment with exception of miners. As result 
of strike last spring the silk workers have now 
formed union. We have a committee visiting 
merchants and a good demand for union labeled 
goods has been created. 

Mt. Carmel.—Paul P. Pulaski: 

Union men secure far better conditions and 
higher wages than the unorganized trades. Em- 
ployment has been on short time in many lines of 
industry for some time. All union labels are 
patronized, 

Potisville.—S. M. F. Glover: 

Organized labor in fair condition, although em- 
ployment has been somewhat slack. 

Warren.—W. E. Hyde: 

Condition of organized labor fair. Labor Day 
celebration here was a great success. Plasterers 
and refinery men have unions under way. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Charleston.—John L. Kiley: 

There has been very little work here for some 
time, and as yet there is no sign of improvement. 
We do all we can to push all union labels. 


TENNESSEE. 

Knoxville.—Wm. E. Reich: 

Business has been very dull here for some time. 
Railroads are gradually increasing their working 
forces, but very slowly. Musicians formed union 
during month. City charter revision committee 
has resumed its labors. Three union labor men are 
represented on committee, and will insist on the 
clause for initiative referendum and recall. 

Memphis.—C. W. Merker: 

Organized labor in good shape; much better than 
unorganized. Molders are working full force. Em- 
ployment is becoming more plentiful. Hoisting 
engineers have formed union. Women’s label 
league is being organized, and will co-operate with 
the union label committee in the union label 
campaign. 

TEXAS. 

Abilene.—Wm. T. Scarborough: 

At this writing nearly all union men are steadily 
employed. Weare looking for improved wages and 
conditions this fall. Barbers, painters, clerks, and 
laborers are about ready to organize, and with 
assistance from international unions might be 
readily brought in line. All union men demand 
the union labels. 


Austin.—Jos. Amstead: 

Organized trades secure far superior conditions 
to what the unorganized trades do. City street 
employes working for water and light commission 
increased wages from $1.50 to $1.75 per day. Street 
Sweepers secured eight hour day. Employment 
fairly steady. Blacksmiths are forming union. 
Two representatives and one senator favorable to 
ay labor’s demands will be elected to office 
this fall. 
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Corpus Christi.—B. P. Moore: 

The financial depression has caused shut down 
of nearly all lines of industry. Nothing new to 
report at this time. 


Dallas.—G. T. White: 

The visit of President Gompers to this state did 
a world of good for the cause of the workers. Or- 
ganized labor in fair condition, with about eighty 
per cent of the members steadily employed. 
Wages are fair and in most cases working condi- 
tions satisfactory. Percentage of non-unionists 
large and their conditions poor. Employment 
fairly steady with good prospects for the future. 
Teamsters have formed union since my last report. 


Denison.—B. F. Shearod: 

Employment has now become steady, although 
a number of men were out of work during sum- 
mer. Miners are organizing. 


Galveston.—Edward Carney: 

Condition of organized labor good. Most trades 
steadily employed at this time, with exception of 
workers on wharf front, who are beginning to find 
it more plentiful than for some time. 


Fort Worth.—W. E. Auldridge: 

Union men have the preference on all good jobs. 
Employment is about as good as can be expected. 
All union labels are patronized. 

Waco.—John R. Spencer: 

Organized labor more regularly employed at 
better wages than the unorganized. Employment 
is fairly steady. 

Wichita Falls.—C. B. McConnell: 

With exception of broommakers, who are work- 
ing four or five days a week, other trades have 
steady employment. Organized workers, such as 
clerks, barbers, and others have far better condi- 
tions than the unorganized workers in same trade. 
Mass meetings have been held with great success. 
There is quite a demand for union made articles. 


VERMONT. 


Barre.—John T. Saddlier: 

Most industries are steadily employed at this 
writing. Unorganized workers have to work longer 
hours for less wages than the unionists. The A. 
F. of L. political campaign meets with the approval 
of unionists in this section and the workers are 
united in the movement to defeat our enemies and 
elect our friends. Teamsters and barbers are or- 
ganizing. Musicians have formed union. 


WASHINGTON. 


Ferry.—¥rank Sherwood: 

Railroad and smeltermen are fully organized 
and have fair conditions of employment and wages. 
Unorganized workers are poorly paid. Mines are 
running eight hour shifts with increased force. 
B. C. Copper Company at Boundary Falls is to re- 
sume work at once. Effective work is being done 
for all union labels. 

Seattle.—F. W. Cotterill: 

A number of trades are not enjoying the pros- 
perity they did a year ago. Work is scarce. Better 
wages and shorter hours are enjoyed by the organ- 
ized workers than unorganized. The first applica- 
tion of the direct primary is about to be made in 
this state. Glove workers are organizing. Am 
steadily agitating to get the workers in line. 
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WEST VIRGINIA. 

Clarksburg.—W. R. Talkington: 

While conditions are not what we would hope 
for at this time, it must be said that the organized 
trades are holding their own pretty well as regards 
wages and conditions. A number of trades are 
contemplating organization, among them roofers, 
painters, and hodcarriers. Union conditions are 
far in advance of the unorganized. City central 
body in fine shape with prospects of a number of 
new affiliations. 


WISCONSIN. 

Eau Claire.—Carl Foasberg: 

Carpenters’ union is beginning to show activity, 
particularly as regards their membership. Painters 
are also getting ready for next spring. Union men, 
wherever employed, receive higher wages and 
better conditions than the unorganized workers. 
Electrical workers have applied for charter. All 
union labels are demanded. 


La Crosse.—John A. Rae: 

Nearly all organized industries afford steady em- 
ployment. Union men also secure higher wages 
and work shorter hours than the non-unionists. 
Have two new unions under way. Women’s label 
league is doing good work in its line. 


Wausau.—W. H. Smale: 

Most organized trades are enjoying fairly satis- 
factory conditions. Carpenters who organized in 
May did not secure any agreement this year, but 
expect to secure satisfactory contract next year. 
No recent demands have been made for wage in- 
crease or reduction in hours. Painters’ district 
organizer gained some results in the field. There 
is increasing demand for union labels. 

Superior.—]. J. Macoskey: 

Building trades in good shape; other organized 
industries fair. Employment, however, has been 
unsteady for some time. All union labels are de- 
manded. 





DOMINION NOTES. 


Moosejaw.—Ed. Stephenson: 

Every union in the provinces has maintained its 
wage schedule excepting 8,000 Canadian Pacific 
Railroad machinists, boilermakers, car men, 
blacksmiths and helpers who are on strike at 
this writing, involving the whole system from 
Montreal to Vancouver. The outlook is excellent 
for the men to win. Canadian Pacific Railroad 
brought a surplus of harvesters from the east and 
dumped most of them at divisional points, hoping 
to o>tain many strike-breakers. Hundreds of 
them became charges upon the cities and there 
was popularindignation. Japanese are being used 
as strike-breakers. It is logically impossible for 


the men to fail in winning their strike. Barbers 
secured early closing, recognition of union and 
wage schedule in a half-day strike shortly after or- 
ganizing. In the midst of business depression, 
new unions are organizing. Winter prospect for 
non-unionists is very bad. Saskatchewan is the 
only province in Anglo-Saxon America without a 
single so-called labor law. We advertised all 
union labels extensively at the Provincial Labor 
Day celebration. Since last report have organ- 
ized the following unions: At Moosejaw, the bar- 
bers, bartenders, and carpenters; at Regina, steam 
engineers and teamsters. Have musicians of Regina 
under way. 





DISTRICT AND GENERAL ORGANIZERS. 


Number Commissioned Organizers, American Federa- 
tion of Labor, 1,005. 


District No. 1.—Eastern. 


Comprising the states of Maine, Vermont, New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and 
the Province of New Brunswick, Canada. 

Organizer, John A. Flett. 


District No. ll.—Middle. 


Comprising the statesof New York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware, Maryland, the District of Columbia, 
and the Province of Quebec, Canada. 

Organizers, Herman Robinson, Hugh Frayne, Arthur 
E. Holder, Jas. E. Roach, H. L. Eichelberger, W. C. 
Hahn, Stuart Reid. 


District No. I11.—Southern. 
Comprising the states of Virginia, North Carolina, 


South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana. 


District No. 1V.—Central. 


Comprising the states of West Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin. 


Organizers, J.J. Fitzpatrick, James Leonard, Emmet T 
Flood. Jacob Tazelaar, M. Grant Hamilton, Cal. Wyatt, 
J.D. Pierce, Thos. H. Flynn. 


District No.g{V.—Northwestern. 
Comprising the states of Minnesota, Iowa, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, and Manitoba. 
District No. Vi.—Southwestern. 


Comprising the states of Missouri, Kansas, Texas, 
Oklahoma, and Arkansas. 
Organizer, Henry M. Walker. 


District No. VIl.—Inter-Mountain. 


Comprising the states of Montana, Wyoming, Colo- 
rado, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, and Idaho. 


District No. Vill._—Pacific Coast. 


Comprising the states of Nevada, Alaska, Washing- 
ton, Oregon, California, and the Province of British 


Columbia. 
Organizers, C. O. Young, Arthur A. Hay, William F. 


Terry. 
Porto Rico.—Santiago Iglesias. 
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A. F. of L. EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING. 


[For convenience this abstract of the minutes is not 
always in the order in which the business was trans- 


acted.] 
. WASHINGTON, D. C., September 9-12, 1908. 

Members of the Executive Council decided to attend 
court September 9th, where President Gompers, Vice- 
President Mitchell, and Secretary Morrisor had been 
ordered to appear and show cause why they should not 
be adjudged in contempt of Judge Gould’s injunction 
order relative to the Buck’s Stove and Kange Company. 
E. C. decided to meet on the morning of September 10th. 





After a discussion of the forthcoming Denver conven- 
tion it was decided that the members of the E. C. should 
meet in Chicago and take a special train over the C. B. 
& Q. at 1l o’clock, the Saturday morning preceding the 
convention, arriving at Denver at 4 o’clock Sunday 
afternoon. 

The Albany Hotel, Denver, was selected as head- 
quarters for the E. C. during the convention. 

The Auditorium was selected as convention hall. 


REPORT OF PRESIDENT GOMPERS. 
WASHINGTON, D. C., Sept. 9, 1908. 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 
“COLLEAGUES: I beg to submit herewith report of the 
general status of the labor movement, particularly as to 


those matters affecting the rights and interests of the 
working people, as well as the work performed since the 
last meeting of the E. C.and that which has been carried 
out as outlined by you at that meeting. 


W. R. THompsonN Co. INJUNCTION Suit, DENVER, 
AGAINST THE OFFICERS OF A. F. of L.—As you have 
already been advised, Attorney Cohen of Denver has 
informed me that the subpoenas served on the members 
of the E. C. on July 10th are a nullity and that the mem- 
bers of the E. C. are, therefore, not in contempt for 
failure to appear before the notary and testify. 


BUCK’s STOVE AND RANGE CoMPANY INJUNCTION 
SuIt.—As you have been previously advised, Vice- 
President Mitcheil, Secretary Morrison and myseifhave 
been cited to appear before the Supreme Court of the 
District of Columbia to show cause why we should not 
be punished for contempt for vivlation of the court’s 
injunction. The = upon which the Buck’s Stove 
and Range Co. asks for ys a oy was published 
in the September issue of the AMERICAN FEDERA- 
TIONIST, and I suggest that it be read in connection 
herewith, as it will show to what extent the E, C. and 
officers and members of affiliated organizations and al! 
—— are enjoinedand what they are enjoined from 

oing. 

Your attention is especially called to a feature of the 
case of this injunction. If a!l the provisions of the in- 
junction are to be fully carried out, we shall not only be 
prouibited from giving or selling a copy of the proceed- 
ings of the Norfeik convention of the A. F. of L, either 
a bound orunbound copy; or any copy of the AMERI- 
CAN FEDERATIONIST for the greater part of 1907, and 

artof 1908, either bound or unbound, but we, as an 

2. C. will not be permitted to make a report upon this 
subject tothe D- nver Convention. Unless we violate the 
terms of the injunction, we are prohibi:ed from referring 
to the case at all, either in our report to the convention 
or to others, and should a delegate to the convention 


‘ask the E. C. what disposition has been made, or what 


the status of the case is, we shall be compelled to re- 
main silent. For one,l am unwilting to placed in 
such a position. I bave neither theinclination nor the 
intention of violating the process of the court, but I can 
not see how it is possible for us to hold up our heads as 
honest men and still refuse to give an accounting to our 
fellow workers and to the public as to the status and 
outcome of this case. 

I have already referred to the fact that Messrs. Mit- 
chell, Morrison and myself were cited to appear and 
show cause why we should not be panished for con- 
tempt of court. The hear. ng occurred September 9th, 
and after argument Justice Gould decided to give 60 
da)s for taking of testimony of both sides. The case in 
its general aspect and status, as already reported to you, 
is that an appeal has been taken to the Court of Appeals 
of the District of Columbia against the injunction made 
permanent by the Supreme Court of the District. 


ESSENCE OF LABOR’S (| ONTENTION ON INJUNCTIONS.— 
There has been a large number of requests for copies of 
the editorial upon this sut:ject, which by your direction 
was published in leaflet form at Denver. Several thou- 
said additional copies have been published, and are be- 
ing sent out from time to time and copies of the same 
are herewith handed you. Additional copies can be had 
upon request. 


TOBACCO STRIPPERS’ UNION, No. 8156, Boston.—In 
continuation of the controversy existing between the 
Tobacco Strippers’ Union, No. 8156, and the firm of H. 
Traiser & Co., of Boston, Mass., I desire to say that on 
July 25th a telegram was received from Organizer Mc- 
Carthy to the effect that a settlement had been reached 
whereby the week hands were to return to work under 
the old schedule of wages, and all other matters to be 
referred to President Perkins, of the Cigarmakers’ In- 
ternational Union and myself asarbitrators. The ques- 
tions to be arbitrated were submitted by both sides, the 
firm of Traiser & Co. asking that the prices paid for strip- 
ping seed fillers be the same as they were prior to June 
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1, 1906. They also ask that no pay be given the week 
hands for holidays. A further proposition was that they 
be permitted to purchase their stock wherever it would 
be of the best advantage to the firm. Their last demand 
was that apprentices work two weeks without receiving 
any pay. 

A counter proposition of the union was the putting 
into effect of the bill of prices that exists in the other 
cigar factories in Boston, and that the firm of Traiser 
have all their tovacco stripped in their factories. 

After conferring with President Perkins of the cigar- 
makers we ed to Buston and met the representa- 
tives of the firm and the union. Presideat Perkins re- 
fused to act as an arbitrator on the ground that if there 
were any differences of opinion between the two arbi- 
trators, the matter would still remain the same and no 
settiement could be accomplished. It was suggested to 
the parties at interest that each sideselectan arbitrator, 
and those two to select a third representative, Mr. 
Perkins and myself to give them all the assistance that 
it was possibie for us to do to bring about an amicable 
adjustment. This My tees however, was rejected by 
the committee of the re union. 

After conferences which took up the greater part of 
two days, no adjustment was reached and the condi- 
tions existing now are the same as existed prior to May 
lst of this year; that is, the week hands are all at work 
under the schedule of wages in operation in other 
factories in the city, while tne firm continues to procure 
its seed fillers stripped in any place it desires and at any 
wage it pleases. This case is in a decidedly uupieasant 
and unsatisfactory situation and may give rise toa con- 
troversy at any time. 





CHANGE IN HEADQUARTERS OF A. F. oF L.—Your at- 
tentiou was particularly cailed to this matter in my 
report to you at our meetings in Chicago and in Denver. 
After considerabie discussion as to the manner in which 
money should be raised to erect a building, it was de- 
cided that I should draft a proposition and submit it to 

ou atthis meeting. The following isin the form ofa 

etter to be submitted to our directly affiliated local 
unions and is suggested for your consideration upon the 
subject: 

hhe conventions of the A. F.of L. haveon several 
occasions considered the subject of constructing a build- 
ing in Washington, D.C., the nation’s capital, where the 
affairs and business of the great labor movement of 
America may be conveniently and efficiently carried 
on. In other words, the construction of a structure, 
which would be a home for the general offices of the A. 
F. of L. Various projects have been considered, but up 
to this time none have been deemed feasible or practical. 

“Adequate offices in office buildings can not be ob- 
tained in this city owing to two facts, one that rents in 
modern office buildings are exceedingly high, and there 
is not one office building in which a sufficient number 
of rooms adjoining each other can be obtained. Com- 
mittees of the E. C. have given this subject their careful 
investigation and consideration, and at the last meeting 
of the E.C. held in Denver, it was decided to submit 
the proposition to the unions directly affiliated by 
charter to the A. F. of L. for a referendum vote. The 
proposition is as follows: 

“Phat a sum not exceeding $30,000 be loaned from the 
defense fund tor the erection of a building for the A. F. 
of L.; that the directly affiliated local unions shall 
select by referendum vote three persons who shall act 
as trustees for the local unions, who shall have power 
ot attorney, and in whose name the mortgage shall be 
given to the full amount of the money loaned from the 
defense fund for the erection of the building referred to; 
that the A. F. of L. shall annually pay over to the 
defense fund from its general fund not less than $2,500 
until the entire loan has been liquidated; that the above 

roposition shall become effective only when ratified 
By the majority vote of the members of directly affili- 
ated local unions voting upon the —— and then 
only to become effective if ratified an gyereres by the 
forthcoming convention of the A. F. of L., which is to 
be held at Denver, Colo., November 9-21. 

“In connection with this matter it may be well to say 
that there is now in the defense fund the sum of 
$104,885.69, and that should an emergency arise by 
which the money loaned from the defense fund should 
be needed, there can be no doubt that nearly the entire 
amount can be raised at short notice and money ob- 
tained from other quarters as mortgage upon the 
structure. 

“The E. C. desires me to assure the local unions that 
the —— is not only one which would safeguard 
the fun but it will be of great advantage to the great 


8, 
cause of labor. 

“The local unions are requested to consider this } gs 
osition at the first meeting after the receipt of th 
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notice, and to return all votes both in favorand against 
on the enclosed blank. Do not fail to give the exact 
number of votes cast in favor as well as the exact num- 
ber of votes against the propusition, and have the en- 
closed ballot signed by the president and secretary of 
your union.” 





PIANO AND ORGAN WORKERS—CHANGE OF TITLE.— 
During theJ uly meeting of the E.C. the representatives of 
the Piano and Organ Workers’ International Union, rep- 
resentatives of the Metal Polishers’ International Union, 
and the representatives of the Amalgamated Wood 
Workers’ International Association were present in 
connection with theapplication made by the first-namea 
organization for a change in title so as to read “Piano, 
Organ,and Musical Instrament Workers’ Union.” The 
matter was fully discussed, and, after hearing the claim 
of jurisdiction read as requested by the piano and organ 
workers, the representatives of the metal polishers with- 
drew their objections to the change in title. it was then 
directed that a conference be heid between the repre- 
sentatives of the wood workers and the piano and organ 
workers for the purpose of endeavoring to reach a satis- 
factory understanding as to their respective claims of 
jurisdiction. The matter was taken up with the execu- 
tive officers of both organizations in due course of time 
and President Dold, of the piano «nd organ workers, 
wrote me on July 22d that he had informed secretary 
Meiler, of the amaigamated wood workers, of his desire 
to act in conformity with the decision of the E. (., and 
that he would be ready to meet with Secretary Meiler at 
any time and place agreeable to him. 

Since this report was dictated a letter bas been re- 
ceived from President Dold stating that Secretary Meiler 
requested that the entire subject-matter be held in abey- 
ance fora time, as the members of theamalgaumated wood 
workers were now voting upon a proposition to amalga- 
= with the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 

oiners. 





MARBLE WORKERS’ CONTROVERSY, NEw Yory CiTy.— 
Vice-President Duncan has made two visits to New 
York City for the perpen of holding a conference with 
representatives of the Reliance Labor Club of Marble 
Workers a:d representatives of the Empire Club of 
Marble Workers, which is the independent organiza- 
tion, the latter failing both times to be represented. 
When Vice-President Duncan was in New York on 
August 26th, it was decided that the entire subject-mat- 
ter should be taken up by the E.C. at this meeting, 
September llth being suggested as the date fur hearing 
the case. The correspondence in this case will be sub- 
mitted to you during this session, all parties at interest 
having been advised to be represented before this coun- 
cil September lith. 





AMALGAMATED MEAT CUTTERS—BROTHERHOOD OF 
BuTCHER WORKMEN.—In conformity with the conclu- 
sion reached by the E. ©. in this case at the July meet- 
ing held in Chicago, Mr. John Kennedy, president of 
the Brotherhood of Butcher Workmen was advised of 
the conclusion reached by the E. C. and further, that by 
reaffiliating with the meat cutters and butcher work- 
men, and only by reaffiliation with that body can the 
local unions of the Brotherhood of Butcher Workmen 
be recognized by the A. F. of L. 

retary Bonm of the Central Federated Union of 
New York City, was also notified ofthe decision reached 
in this case, as well as was President Potter of the meat 
cutters. . 

At the time that this report is being written, no in- 
formation has been given me as to the final outcome of 
this matter. 





BROTHERHOOD OF RAILWAY CLERKS — INTERIOR 
FREIGHT HANDLERS AND WAREHOUSEMEN’S UNION.— 
As you recall at the Chicago meeting of the E. C., the 
representatives of these two organizations appeared in 
connection with the subject-matter of the applicatj on 
for charter made by the railway clerks. The frei ght 
handlers claim that there are now more railway clerks 
members of that international union than are at pre sent 
organized in the Brotherhood of Railway Clerks. The 
railways clerks claim jurisdiction over all clerks em- 
ployed in offices and all check clerks, but waive juris- 
diction over clerks who check part of the time. The 
freight handlers, on the other hand, claim jurisdiction 
over all clerks employed outside of the freight office. 
The matter was fully discussed at that time and it was 
decided that both organizutions should be requested to 
appoint representatives to meet in this city with the 
— of the A. F. of L. for the purpose of endeavor- 

ng to reach an agreement in regard to their respective 
claims of jurisdiction. 
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The executive officers of both organizations were re- 
quested to meet with me at headquarters of the A. F. of 
L. on August 20th. However, Pre~ident Braggins, of the 
railway clerks, advised me that it would be impossible 
for him tv arrange to be present at the conference on 
August 20th, and that at the time he wrote me, August 
llth, he was of the opinion that it would be six oreight 
weeks before he could arrange to attend such a con- 
ference. I requested him to write me a letter indicating 
just what time would be convenient to him, but thus 
far I have heard nothing further from him, and, there- 
fore, no conference as yet has been held. 





BREWERY WORK EKS— .NGINEERS—FIREMEN—TEAM- 
STERS.—I desire simply to report to you that I have 
written a numberof letters, have held conferences and 
interviews with different interested parties in the en- 
deavor to establish more harmonious relations between 
the contending organizations. I regret to report, how- 
ever, that thus far thereappears to be but little progress 
made. Indeed the information reaches me thatin many 
instances the disputes between the organizations in 
interest have become even more active. I beg to call 
your attention to correspondence which has transpired 
between the officers of the various organizations in in- 
terest and myself upon the subject, which correspond- 
ence is at your disposal, 





Resolution 32.—In regard to jurisdiction over moving 
picture machine operators. As I informed you in my 
last report, 1 had repeatedly endeavored to arrange a 
conference between the representatives of the theatrical 
stage employes, the Actors’ National Union, and the 
electrical workers, but that I! had nowt been successful. 
Since then I at last succeeded in arranging the confer- 
ence in New York City to be heid August I7th at New 
York office of the A. F. of L. I have thus far received no 
official report as to the result of the conference, but I 
understand that at the convention of the theatrical 
stage employes held a few weeks previous to the con- 
ference, the signed agreement entered into between that 
organization and the electrical workers as to jurisdic- 
tion over moving picture operators, was repudiated by 
the convention. 1 have requested the officers of the 
theatrical stage employes to advise me as to the matter, 
and also as to the result of the New York conference. 
This subject in its entirety will be submitted to you 
during this week’s session for such further advice and 
action as your judgment may direct. 





Resolution 38.—Regarding the controversy between 
Pavers and Rammermen’s International Union and 
locals Nos. 10 and 19. 

The E. C. at the Chicago meeting fully approved the 
decision and award rendered in this case by Mr. Stuart 
Reid, who was appointed as arbitrator; his decision be- 
ing that the officials of the Pavers and Rammermen’s 
International Union were jusiified in suspending local 
unions Nos. 10 and 19. Both the international and the 
local unions were advised asto this decision, and the 
two local unions refused to pt the decision 

In a letter written upon a letter-head bearing the title 
‘«Municipal Street Pavers’ Association, 154 E, 54th street,” 
the representatives of thesuspended locals make a num- 
ber of statements as to the basis for their refusal to 
accept the decision. This letter will be submitted for 
your consideration. 








Resolution 110.—Regarding the controversy between 
the Wood, Wire, and Metal Lathers’ International 
Union and the Bridge and Structural Iron Workers’ 
International Association, you decided at our Denver 
meeting that this entire matter should be reported to 
the Denver convention, with recommendation that it 
be referred tothe Building Trades Department of the 
A. F. of L. foradjustment. The officers of both organi- 
zations were so notified. Secretary Brandt, of the Wood, 
Wire, and Metal Lathers’ International Union, in 
acknowledging receipt of the above notification urges 
that in our official notice to the Department of Building 
Trades theaction of the Norfolk convention on this 
matter be set forth. 





Resolution 119.—Wood Workers—Carpenters. In my 
last report I advised you of the proposition which the 
officers of the wood workers requested that I should 
submit to the officers of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners for the amalgamation of the two 
organizations, subject, of course, to referendum vote of 
the membership of the wood workers. 

At the time that report was submitted to you no in- 
formation had been received by me as to the action of 
the carpenters in the premises, But as already stated 
in the former part of this report I am advised that the 
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wood workers have submitted to their membership the 
subject-matter of amalgamation with the United Broth- 
erbood of Carpenters and Joiners. 





Resolution 147.—In regard to the subject of industrial 
education. 

The data which I collated upon this subject was sub- 
mitted to you at our meeting in Denver for your consid- 
eration, so that, if it meets with your approval, I shall 
make as comprehensive a report as ible to the Den- 
ver convention, as directed by the Norfolk convention 
of the Federation. Owing to your inability to give the 
subject the consideration which its importance required 
you deferred the matter until this meeting, making it 
a special order for the afternoon of the first day’s ses- 
sion. While, owing to circumstances which have arisen 
since the Denver convention in connection with the in- 
junction suit against the officers of the Federation, and 
as indicated elsewhere in this report, itis yf possi- 
ble that you will be able to take this matter up this after- 
noon, yet it should receive your careful consideration 
some time during the session and your wishes indi- 
cated, so that a comprehensive report may be made to 
the Denver convention. 





Resolution 167.—Regarding controversy between the 
Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers’ International 
ae and the Stove Mounters’ International 

nion. 

In accordance with the action taken by you at our 
Chicago meeting, I have beenin correspondence with 
the representatives of both organizations relative to 
their holding a conference with a representative of the 
A. F. of L. not later than the Denver convention, for the 
purpose of bringing about an adjustment of the jurisdic- 
tional questions in controversy between them. Although 
I have made repeated efforts to arrange such a confer- 
ence, I have been unsuccessful until within the past two 
weeks, when both sides have agreed to send — 
sentatives to Washington during this council meeting. 
The matter is, therefore, submitted to you for your con- 
sideration and for you to indicate who shall act as the 
Federation representative at this conference. 





LABEL CONFERENCE.—It is gratifying to be able to re- 
port to you that a number of replies have been received 
from various organizations and trade journals, in an- 
swer to the circular letter I sent out in conformity with 
the action taken by the Label Conference, as made 
known to you in my last report. These replies all indi- 
cate a hearty and active co-operation in the plans sug- 
gested for the more thorough agitation and education 
along union label lines. 





SPECIAL ORGANIZERS.—During the Chicago and Den- 
ver meetings a number of uests were received for 
the appointment of special organizers in various sec- 
tions of the country. All of these matters were refe 
to me to take such action as seemed advisable. 

I desire to report that wherever it has been at all possi- 
ble we have extended every assistance within our power 
in the way of special organization work. 





FARMERS’ ORGANIZATION.—In conformity with your 
instructions, I attended the convention of the National 
Farmers’ Educational and Co-operative Union, held at 
Fort Worth, Texas, on September Ist. Treasurer Lennon, 
owing to the affairs of his own organization, was unable 
to accompany me. However, Bro. C. W. man, 
of Fort Worth, and Organizer Henry W. Walker, whom 
I requested to come to Fort Worth, aided me in the ful- 
fillment of my mission. It is gratifying to report that I 
was received by the convention of the farmers’ union 
with the most intense cordiality and fraternal con- 
sideration, and my address met with the heartiest 
enthusiasm. Immediately upon its conclusion a motion 
was cor expressing great apecreeen. confidence, 
good will and support, the motion being unanimously 
adopted by a rising vote. Later on, after my departure 
from Fort Worth, the Farmers’ Union Convention 
adopted a resolution creating a legislative committee to 
attend to the affairs of the farmers before Congress, and 
instructing its officers as well as its legislative com- 
mittee to co-operate with the legislative committee and 
officers of the A. F. of L. upon economic, legisiative and 
other such lines of action of mutual interest. 





OLD AGE PENSIONS.—As an appendix to my report 
submitted to you at our Chicago meeting was the data 
compiled in regard to the system of old age pensions as 
directed by Resolution 104 of the Norfolk convention of 
the A. F. of L. Action on this matter was deferred until 
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this meeting so as to afford you the opportunity of read- 
ing and considering the matter before taking any de- 
cisive action. This data is again submitted as an appen- 
dix to this report. 

There are many other matters which it would be well 
to bring to your attention, but I desire to confine this 
report toas brief a limit as is consistent with the sub- 
jects upon which it is essential I should touch.” 

Fraternally yours, SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, American Federation of Labor. 





The president’s report was accepted, and ordered 
made part of the record. 





Secretary Morrison submitted a statement relative to 
railroad rates, and was requested to write to the various 
railroad associations to secure an extension of time 
on return, to November 30th, to accommodate delegates 
who would attend the Building Trades convention. 





Secretary Morrison submitted the following report, 
which was ordered made part of the record: 
Receipts and expenses for the ll months, ending 


August 31, 1908: 





Balance on hand, October 1, 1907...............:-0+++ $127,910 02 
ReCOIPtS. ....-ceeerserseeeessrereeeeeneeneteneeneneeeens erececeeoeces 184,606 01 
0 ES OE ie EE ee $312,516 03 
EEXPeMSOG.........scesessessersessnnsesesncersnsnecseessneseeensensens 183,220 70 
Balance on hand, September 1, 1908......... $129,295 33 
In general fund............cecceeee Jicnnietaiiminannmenniins $25,082 34 
Im defense £UNG............-.--.ccccccssereresereecenecesecoserees 104,212 99 
NE ine’ sncsitintaintsianiteninianciciineibcenmvensnimunteiie $129,295 33 


DEFENSE FUND. 


The following isa statement of the receipts and ex- 
penses of the defense fund for local trade and federal 
labor unions, for the 11 months ending August 31, 1908: 


RECEIPTS. 
Received in defense fund.............cccccceeeeesreeeeeeee $18,258 10 
EXPENSES. 
Cigar Factory Tobacco Strippers 
8,156, Boston, Mass., 10 weeks....... $4,712 00 
Metermakers 11,250, Philadelphia, 
Pa., 16 WeeKS .........0. -..000 sinidipaian enn 2,832 00 


Clay Miners 8,503, St. Louis, Mo., 8 


TIED censtecetececneces casvecconenscnconsosecsnese 2,368 00 
Rubber Workers 12,420, Lambert- 

ville, N. J., 10 weekS.......... ....-s00++. 1,184 00 
J. & 8S. Case Makers 10,448, New 

York, N. Y., 2 weeks ..........0000....+- 576 00 


Moccasin and Moccasin Slipper 

Workers 12,283, Bangor, Me., 10 

sd initarniee ea caeiinaausiabennaenés, tind 368 00 
United Neckwear Cutters 6,939, 


New York, N. Y., 6 weeks............ 84 00 
———._ $12, 124 00 


1,134 10 





Surplus for 11 months............ 
Balance in defense fund October 1, 


Balance in defense fund Sept. 1, 1908...... $104,212 99 


HEADQUARTERS, 


The following statement shows that during the eleven 
11) months ending August 31, 1908, there has been issued 
rom headquarters an average of 1,416 letters, circular 

letters, and packages per day, as follows: 


Packages of supplies forwarded by post and ex- 

PPT OBB .020.0.ccccececccccscccessesenccces conse secnee seossesesces scceseseoces 2,800 
Packages of literature and miscellaneous sup- 

plies for organizers, secretaries, and others...... 130,806 
Official and circular letters in two-cent envelopes 48,236 
Circular Jetters in one-cent envelopes.......... ......... 166,463 
Speeches, re Supreme Court decision in the Hat- 

ters’ case, in congressional ‘‘frank” envelopes... 30,000 

Speeches, re Labor’s Protest to Congress, in con- 

gressional “frank” envelOpes..............c0cccececereee 20,000 


Total... sesesecesesennee 208,805 





CHARTERS ISSUED, 


The following is a statement showing the number of 
charters issued during the eleven (11) months of this fis- 
cal year: 

1907-8 
I. cnussrnnengiauiniinnsinnbnmeeniitiiidmees  ¢ 
State branches.. 
Central bodies............ 
Federal labor 
| es 



















It was decided that sessions of the E. C. be held from 
9a, m. to 12 m., 2 to5 p. m., and 8 to 10 p, m. 





President J. J. Sullivan, of the International Associa- 
tion of Steam and Hot Water Fitters, appeared and en- 
tered formal protest against the Central bor Union of 
Philadelphia refusing to seat delegates from his loca! 
union of steamfitters. 


The application of the Poster Artists’ Association for 
charter was taken up, and Roy R. Randall and Jos. A. 
Grob appeared in support of their application. Frank 
Gehring, of the lithographers, appeared and protested 
against the charter being issued to the Poster Artists’ 
Association. 





President J. H. Brinkman, of the International Car- 
riageand Wagon Workers, appeared and entered formal 
protest against the Central Labor Union of Cleveland, 
—a refusing representation to Local No. 2 of his inter- 
national. 


On motion, Vice-President D. A. Hayes was appointed 
to meet President D. W. Ottinger, of the Stove Mount- 
ers’ International Union, and President M. O’Sullivan, 
of the Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers, for the pur- 

of adjusting the differences relative to their juris- 
diction, the difference being the demand of the sheet 
metal workers that the stove mounters should eliminate 
the words “steel range” from their letterheads. 





On the application of the Chainmakers’ International 
Union for endorsement of appeal for financial assist- 
ance, it was moved and adopted that request be com- 
plied with. 





On the protest of the Glass Bottle Blowers’ Union No. 
5 , demanding that all representatives of the American 
Fiint Glass Workers’ Union beexpelled from the Mun- 
cie Ind, Trades Council, on account of the methods em- 
ployed by said American Flint Glass Workers being 
antagonistic to the true principlesof organized labor, the 
following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That President Rowe of the American Flint 
Glass Workers, be notified that all state and central 
bodies have been notified to exclude all local unions of 
the American Flint Glass Workers from representation 
in their bodies until this union complies with the deci- 
sion rendered by the A. F. of L. and to which the repre- 
sentatives of the American Flint Glass Workers’ Asso- 
ciation agreed at the Minneapolis convention. 





On the jurisdictional dispute between the Theatrica! 
Stage Employes and the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners of America, it was moved and adopted 
that the matter be deferred until a conference had been 
held between the organizations in interest, in accord- 
ance with the requirement of the constitution of the A. 
F. of L., that no grievance shall be heard until the par- 
ties themselves have first made an effort tosecure an 
adjustment. 





On the jurisdictional dispute between the Theatrical 
Stage Employes, Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
and the Actors’ National Protective Union of America, 
relative to jurisdiction over moving picture operators, 
it was moved and adopted that action be deferred, and 
that a conference be arranged between the three organi- 
zations in interest, at a time when President Gompers 
can be present. 





The controversy between the Relianee Labor Club of 
Marble Workers and the Empire Club of Marble Work- 
ers, the independent organization, was referred to Vice- 
President Duncan to take up with the representatives of 
both organizations, and make an effort to have the or- 
ganization come to an understanding satisfactory to 
both parties in interest. 
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The communication from Secretary-Treasurer Spen- 
cer, of the Building Trades Department of the A. F. of 
L., regarding the controversy between the steamfitters 
and plumbers of Portland, Oreg., was again taken up 
and it was decided that a copy of the communication 
should be forwarded to the officers of both organiza- 
tions for the purpose of having representatives of these 
organizations make an effort at adjustment, report to 
be made to the next meeting of the E. C. 


A communication to President Gompers in regard to 
Jewish immigration, which was considered at the Den- 
ver meeting and referred to President Gompers with 
request that he submit his views in the matter to the 
E. C. at this meeting, was deferred until the next meet- 
ing of the E. v. 





The application of the Jewish newspaper writers of 
New York City for a charter was referred to President 
Gompers to report upon at the next meeting of the E. C. 





On the communication from the chairman of the ex- 
ecutive committee of the Pouren Defense Conference of 
New York City, which conference was in the interest of 
Jan Pouren, a political refugee from Russia, whose ex- 
tradition is asked for by the Russian government under 
charges of having committed penal crimesin his native 
country during the period of the revolutionary upheaval 
in 1906. He is a peasant, and stood for the interest of his 
class oppressed by the Baltic barons whv are sympa- 
thizers with the Czar. He succeeded in escaping from 
Russia after the defeat of the revolution. About a year 
ago he came to America and endeavored to gain an 
honest living by work. Russian spies discovered his 
whereabouts and the representative of the Russian 
government induced the federal authorities to have him 
arrested on charges of crifnes committed in the Baltic 
provinces, requesting that the prisoner be handed over 
to the Russian authorities. He has been in prison now 
for months and is still awaiting the outcome of the pro- 
ceedings. Commissioner Shields, after proceedings ex- 
tending over many months, decided in favor of the 
Russian government 

It was moved and adopted that President Gompers, 
in the name of the E. C., request President Roosevelt to 
intervene in behalf of Jan Pouren,and that President 
Gom pers draft and forward the following telegram to be 
read at the meeting: 

** WASHINGTON, D. C., September 11, 1908. 
Dr. DAVID BLAUSTEIN, 
Pouren Defense Conference, Cooper Union, N. Y. 


Cit. 

E. C.of A. F. of L. in hearty sympathy with purposes of 
your meeting, and protest against the extradition of the 
political refugee Jan Pouren to the tender mercies of 
the Russian government. Weshall appeal to President 
Roosevelt to exercise his great power and prevent so 
great a wrong. The right of asylum for political refugees 
must never be surrendered by our republic. 

SAMUBL GOMPERS, 
President, A. F. of L.”” 





The matter of the Pavers and Rammermen’s Inter- 
national Union vs. The Uvalde Paving Company, of 
New York, was referred to Organizers Herman Robin- 
son and Daniel Harris,to make an effort to secure an 
adjustment. 





The application of the Poster Artists’ Association for 
charter was not granted. 





The matter ofthe Interlocking Switch and Signalmen’s 
Union, No. 11,786, of Mansfield, Mass., being transferred 
to the Maintenance-of-Way Employes Brotherhood, was 
referred to Secretary Morrison for further correspond- 
ence. 





In response to communication from Mr. Charles Stel- 
zle, it was moved and adopted that he be invited to 
deliver an address poe the Relationship between 
Church and Organized bor before the third day of the 
Denver convention. 

The report of the A. F. of L. Legislative Committee 
was read by President Gompers and theroughly dis- 
cussed and adopted. 


Thomas J. White, a representative of the New Orleans 
central body, appeared and made a request that the 
E. ©. render a decision upon the New Orleans situation. 
He stated that Mr. Gannon, a member of the brewery 
workers’ union, is now an officer of the dual central 
body. Mr. White said that he was instructed to visit 
Washington and ask if he would be supporced if he en- 
forced the Minneapolis convention decision and un- 
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seated the delegates from the brewery workers’ union, 
until such time as they comply with the decision. 
President Gompers stated that the officers of the A. F. 
of L. expect every member of organized labor to com- 
py with, and insist on enforcing the decisions of the A. 

. of L. He further stated that the E. ©. would do 
everything it could to enforce the Minneapolis decision. 





In the case of the appeal from a part of the Philadel- 
phia central body regarding the election of officers of 
said body and the decision of Secretary Morrison order- 
ing a new election, the E. C., aftera long and careful 
hearing and the consideration of ail documentary evi- 
dence submitted by the representatives of both sides, 
flad that President Feeney, at the election of July 12th, 
erred in not appointing one member of the election 
board a representative of those interested in the election 
of Brother Murphy as president. The E. C. finds that 
in relation to the affidavits submitted by both sides, that 
in neither case are they absolutely conclusive. The E. C. 
holds that the decision of Secretary Morrison in ordering 
a new election was warranted by the evidence submit- 
ted, and said decision is hereby affirmed. 

The E. C. finds that, even after the new election, har- 
mony still does not prevail in the Philadelphia central 
body, which is the prime object to be attained. It there- 
fore recommends that, in order to restore harmony, 
both Presidents-elect Murphy and Lynch and Vice- 
Presidents-elect Buckly and Young resign, and all 
other officers elected at the second election of July 26th 
continue in office, and that upon acceptance of this de- 
cision by both parties to this dispute, President Gom- 
pers will appoint a member of the Philadelphia central 

y to act as president, and one member as vice-presi- 
dent of the central body for the balance of this term, the 
said appointment to be confirmed by a vote of the cen- 
tral body, and that notice shall be sent to President 
Gompers of the date for the next regular election of offi- 
cers,and the said election shall be supervised either 
by President Gompers or by some memoer of the E. C. 
appointed by him. 


rt was then 


The labor representation committee re 
adopted. 


taken up and discussed for some time an 


It was moved and adopted that after the circular is 
prepared and sent out, in accordance with the labor 
representation committee’s report, that all officers of 
international unions be reques by President Gom- 
pers to issue a special circular to their local unions 
urging them to action along the lines of the report, an 
urging them to comply with the request contained in 
the A. F. of L. circular. 


Vice-President D. A. Hayes reported that in accord- 
ance with the instructions of the E. ©. he had met with 
Representative O’Sullivan, of the Amalgama'ed Sheet 
Metal Workers, and Ottinger, of the Stove Mounters’ 
International Union, relative to jurisdictiona! dispute 
between the two organizations. He recommended that 
charter be issued under the title‘‘Stowe and Steel Range 
Mounters.” It was moved and adopted that the recom- 
mendation of Vice-President D. A. Hayes be concurred 
in and that it be reported to the Denver convention of 
the A. F. of L. for its consideration, because the sheet 
metal workers protested against the words “steel range’”’ 
being contained in the title stove mounters’ interna- 
+: under the provisions of the A. F. of L, constitu- 
tion. 





On the application of the Bottle Caners’ Union, No, 
10,5385, San Francisco, for financial aid, it was moved 
and adopted that six weeks’ benefit be paid. 


On the application of the Barber Shop Porters and 
Bath House Employes’ Union No. 11,963, for strike bene- 
fits, it was moved and adopted that the application be 
endorsed and strike benefits be paid to the members 
who are on strike. 


On the controversy between the boilermakers and the 
San Francisco Labor Council, Vice-President Vaientine 
reported that the matter had been settled. 


President Gompers read the following letter that he 
may ared in accordance with the action of the E. C., to 
orwarded to President Roosevelt on the Jan Pouren 
case: 
WASHINGTON, D. C., Sept. 12, 1908. 

Hon. THEODORE RoosEVELT, 
President of the United States, Oyster Bay, N. Y. 
Srr: By direction of the E, C. of the A. F. of L. now in 
session in this city, I have the honor to | to your 
attention the subject-matter of a resolution adopted by 
the E. C., urgently requesting that you should exercise 
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your great power to intervene and prevent thesurrender 
of Jan Pouren to the Russian government. 

Pouren came to this country during the period of the 
revolutionary upheaval in Kussia in 1906, he having 
succeeded in escapingfrom Kussia after the defeat of 


the revolution. he representatives of the Russian 
government having discovered his whereabouts, in- 
duced the federal authorities to bave him arrested on 
charges of crimes committed inthe Baltic provinces, 
requesting that he be turned over to the Russian au- 
thurities to be held under such charges. He is now in 
prison awaiting the vutcome of the proceedings. Com- 
missioner Shields,after proceedings extended over many 
months, having decided in favor of the Russian gov- 
ernment. 

A strong movement is now under way to oppose Pou- 
ren’s extradition, upon the grounds that the right of 

litical asylum is at stakein this case, the first of its 

ind on record, and a protest mass meeting in his be- 
half was held at Cooper Union, New Yorx City, last 


night. 

Phe E. C. isin hearty sympathy with the purpose of 
the Pouren protest conference and the movement to op- 
pose his extradition, and by authority of the E. C. I 
addressed a telegram to the chairman of the protest 
mass meeting las: evening, advising him of the declara- 
tion of the E. V. in this matter; and, further, that we 
would appeal to you to exercise your great wer to 
prevent u political refugee being surrende by our 
republic. Earnestly hoping that this matter may re- 
ceive your favorable consideration and prompt action, 
1 have the honor to remuin, 

Very respectfully yours, 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, 

President, A. &. of L. 


Action on Resolution 11 was deferred until the E. 
C. meeting at Denver. 


Resolution 121 was referred to President Gompers 
for investigation. 


It was moved and adopted that Secretary Morrison for- 
ward a copy of the communication from Secretary-Treas- 
urer William J. Spencer to the officers of the organ- 
izations of the steam and bot water fitters and the plum- 
bers of Portiand, Oreg., with request that they endeavor 
to bring about an acjustment of their differences, Secre- 
tary Morrison was also instructed to communicate fur- 
ther with secretary-Treasurer Spencer if necessary. 





On the application of railway clerks for charter, it 
was moved and adopted that action be deferred, and 
that President Gompers arrange for another conference 
between the officers of the Brotherhood of Railway 
Clerks and the Interior Freight Handlers and Ware- 
housemen’s International Union, for the purpose of 
reaching a satisfactory understanding relative to the 
jurisdiction in dispute. 


* 

The protest of the Carriage and Wagon Workers 
against their local union No. 2, being refused repre- 
sentation in the Cleveland Central Body, was referred 
to] President Gompers for adjustment along constitu- 
tional lines. 





A communication was received from Mr. W. A. Coak- 
ley, urging that charter be issued to the International 
Protective Association of Lithographic Apprentices and 
Press Feeders of United States and Canada. In view of 
the fact that committees are now endeavoring to bring 
about an amalgamation in the lithographic field, the 
E. UC. deemed it not advisable to take further action on 
the application at this time. 


It was moved and adopted that itis the sense of the 
E. C. that any conference that may be called by any one 
alleged to bein the interest of the labor movement be 
discountenanced by the A. F. of L., unless the same has 
the official endorsement of the E. C. of the A. F. of L. 





On Resolution 147 it was moved and adopted that 
President Gompers draft. his report on the subject and 
incorporate same in the E. C. report to the Denver con- 
vention. 

On Resolution 104 relative to old age pensions, it was 


moved and adopted that all data secured be reported to 
the Denver convention in the E. C.’s report. 





On the matter of the qua workers’ controversy, it 


was moved and yey atthe contending parties 
hold a conference at the Den 
results to the E. C. 


ver convention and report 





1twas moved and adopted that President Gompers com 


municate with President Franklin of the boilermakers, 


tending his good offices to bring about an amalgama- 
tion of the two organizations of boilermakers. 


Adjourned sine die at 9.80 p. m., September 12, 1908. 





STATE OF EMPLOYMENT, SEPTEMBER, 1908. 
Compiled by the Editor of the American Federationist. 


Of the 681 unions making returns for September, 1908, 
with an aggregate membership of 58,600, there were 8.4 

rcent without employment. Inthe preceding month 
364 unions, with a membership of 97,800 reported 9.6 
per cent unemployed. 
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Chart showing the reported percentage of unem- 
ployed members of trade unions at the close of each 
month, commencing January, 1907. 

The heavy line indicates the per cent for 1908; the 
light line for 1907. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


The following isa statement of the receipts and ex- 
penses for the month of September, 1908. (The months 
are abbreviated thus: j, f, m, a, m, etc.) 

1. Balance on hand September 1, 1908......00..... $129,295 33 
Central labor union, Middletown, N Y, tax, 











Rig Tha Ba Gis hs Dirt ccivensns cesvesnitninbiserepsnansiensnne 5 00 
Central labor union, Brooklyn, N Y 

08, to and incl mar, ’v9....... . 10 00 
Free federation of working 

ye ery ey eee peat ll te SR 5 0 
Journeyman stone cutters asso of N A, tax, 

aug........ sccncnnsnnangsiidtaibeegesteibese stbhencceses 43 00 
Agricultural workers 12006, tax, mar, 'J7, to 

and incl july, ’08, $5.95; d f, $5.95........... -.... 11 9 


= arom workers 12005, tax, aug, $1.90; 


























__ REE IOP 3 80 
Agricultural workers 12006, tax, m, a, m, j, 

, &, $4.50; d f, $4.50.. pens 9 0 
Suspender workers 8144, Sup.............cc.00ee000 16 00 
Marble, mosaic, and terrazza workers 118(6, 

tax, j, a, 8, O, n, d, $1.50; d f, $4.50..............0 9 00 
Federal! labor 12045, tax, sept, 90c; d f, 90c...... 18 
Agricultural workers 11922, sup............00--.--. 5 00 

2. Central labor union, Thompsonville, Conn, 
EN SS eae 2 50 

Central trades and labor assem, Syracuse, 
Y, tax, m, a,m 250 

Trades council, Birmingham, Ala, tax, feb, 

_ i. bf % eee 10 00 
Ropemakers and helpers 12319, tax, aug, 

8 Re ere phicgaiiehdene 47 
Foreman blasters 11955, tax, m, j, j, $3.75; 

et insctshaninesinbacensnccclidapeshaastneninie aninainiiinete 78 
a i 3 nee prot asso 11820, tax, july, $1; e 
Book Keepers, stenographers, and account- 

ants 12646, tax, m, j, j, a, $5.95; d f, $3.95 11 90 
Intl spinners union, tax, j,a,s.... ..... a 33 00 
Intl wood carvers asso, tax, Mm, Jj, J .............. 17 56 
Fed trades council,Green Bay, Wis, jan, 

to and incl dec, ’08, $10; sup, $1.60. .............. 11 90 
= t nail makers 10933, tax, aug, $2.60; d f, [= 

* __ ner an ’ 
Federal labor 12708, tax, sept, 50c 10 
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$16 00 8. Jno B Lennon, treas, A F of L, Blooming- 


Federal labor 11624, tax, july, $8 


: a labor B seceseene Watzetnies 


m,j,j,a@ 
Ceniral labor union, Montpelier, Vt, tax, * 
m, j,J, 4, 
mt Sonnall’’ Muncie, Ind, ‘tax, a, m. ee 
Int! union of "elevator constructors, iax, 


lou anion p pay ers, rammermen, flag layers, 
bridge and curbstone setters, tax, ) ee 
Bed spring makers prot 1213, tax, j, * $5.80; 
Cigarmakers intl union of N A, ‘tax, “may... 
Firemen asso 12270, tax, aug, $5; a 
a asso 12380, lax, At] Bde; d f, 


roderai labor 88.6, tax, j, a, 8, $14.70; d f, $14.70 

Central labor union, Rumford Falls, = 
su wocee 

Amusement j park “employes ‘12720, sup. 

Suspender workers 10833, sup 

Edwin & Wright, refund on cepnatiing ex- 


céntrat i labor “union, Millinocket, “Me, tax, 
mar, ’08, to and incl feb, 
Trades aud labor council, Nashville, ‘Tenn, 
tax, a, 
Trades heat labor assem, “Jacksonville, ‘Til, 
tax, m,j,j .. 
Trades council, ‘Cheyenne, “Wyo, ‘tax, ‘hn, a j 
Inti bro of biacksmiths tux,a, m, j..... om 
Switchmens union of N A, tax, J, a... 
—— Semmpanens helpers 12085, ta 
; df, 70c 
wood, wire and metal lathers dhaves ‘un n, 


Eeg “candiers "12090, xX, aug, $1 “35; ¢ a t ‘i. 35 
Moccasin workers 12484, su 
Mineral water bottlers 11317, su 


Quarry workers int! union of A, sup 


5. Central labor council, Butte, Moni, tax, m, 


Central labor union, Mahonoy City, Pa, tax, 
f,m, a, m, j,j .. 
Central labor union, Wilmington, Dei, ‘lax, 


Tedenn’d labor assem, “Pontiac, ‘lil, ‘tax, 


Qe Gg 3B ecocnccscasns 
Base bali makers 10029, tax, j.a, $1.80; “at 
$i 


30 . 
Laborers prot 12508, tax, july, 50c; d f, 50c.. 
Grain workers 11407, tax, aug, $1.50; d f, $1.50 
Excavat~ 8 union 12711, tax, acct oct, $3; d f, 


$). 

Marine sack sewers and ‘cargo “Tepairers 
12647, tax, aug, $1; d f, $1. 

Cooks and waiters j096s, tax, ‘aug, 3; “a f $9 

Intl bro of bookbinders, tax, oct, '07, to and 
incl sept, 8, $473.04; Los 2 “Angutes assess, 
$78.84; an Cleave, $78.84... 

Stenographers, typewritters, book keopers, 
=e assistants 11597, tax, aug, $250; d f, 


Intl hodearriers and bldg laborers ‘union 
of A, tax, july... 

United bro of carpenters ‘and ‘joiners of Q™ 
tax, 


$1.50 
Intl photo engravers union, tax, j, a 
Federal labor 8227, tax, aug, $1; a’, f, $1 
ere aa 10342, tax, july, 75c; d f, 
75e; 
—s Sabor 8152, tax, os Ny a, $7.75; a - $7.75; 


P, 
4 Federal labor 9079, tax, J, hi 65 
United labor bengne, Sharon, Pa, tax, a, m, 
J, J, acct a ...... 
Bro ’ of painters, “decorators and ‘Paper- 
hangers, of A, tax, aug. 
The granite cutters intl asso ‘of A, ‘tax, cy a, 8 
Inu asso of fur workers U S and Can, am, 


J. 
Retail clerks intl prot ‘asso, tax, 0 ,d. 
Intl asso of steam hot water fitters ont help- 
ers, tax, aug.. 
P. aving cutters ‘union of the US of A and 
Can, tax eoecee 
Federal labor Saal ‘tax, cs ‘a, 5; a A $5... 


5 00 


sa, Ill, six months interest on six certi- 

cates 

Trades s sae | ‘jabor ‘assem, ‘Shawnee, ‘Okia, 
tax, 

Central tra es council, Kittanning, Pa, ‘tax, 


a, m,j.. 
Central labor council, Jamestown, 'N yy ‘lax, 


+d, 8, 
Central ‘tendce and <r council, McComb, 
Miss, tax, m, j, J, a, 8, 
Trades oad i lavor annem, Charleston, 8 C, 
tax, 
Central ia labor’ “union, ‘Wiiburton, ‘Okla, tax, 
m 
Trades ins 


m, j,J... 
Federat labor 8060, ‘tax, ‘sept, Ss. 75; “a f $3.75. 
Federal labor 12102, tax, aug, $7.50; a ft, 37.50.. 
Federal labor 862u, tux, ‘sept, 75e; da 
+ whe labor 113383, tax, m,j, j, ~ hems 60; x tL 


$ 
Federal labor ‘12568, tax, “aug, Be; af, B5e 
Federal labor 11828, tax, aug, 1b: a’ i's Si. 25 
Federal labor 12687, tax, july, $2; d f, $2 
Agricultural workers 10469; jax, aug, $1.2u; 


f, $1.2v.. 
Artesian well drillers and levermen =m, 
tax, sept, $2; d f, $2....... 
Navy yard clerks and 
aug, $7.05; d f, $7 
Tin, steel, iron, and granite 
10943, tax sept, $1.65; cf, pt - 
Icemens 9990, tax, aug, $1.25; d f, $1.25 
= strippers hi 71, tax, july, $1.25; d f, 


Porters 12029, tax, aug, $1.65; d f, $1.65... 
Mosaic workers 13510, tax, a, 8, 7Uc; d i," 
aa © helpers 12550, tax, sept, 35c; d t 


Hat trimmers 11594. ‘tax, “aug, $1. ‘80; “a t $1.80 

on and poet knife makers 12349, tax, 
m, j, $1.50; d f, $1.60 

Tobacco strippers 10422, tax, sept, $3.25; d f, 


Bes ae 12639, tax, july, 35c; d f, 35c 

Emmett asso of rock drillers’ and tool 
sharpeners 11808, tax, july, $16.50; d f, $16.50 

Railroad helpers and laborers 12268, tax, 
aug, $1.05; d f, $1.05... pee 

= workers 9560, tax aug, $5; ‘a f, $5; 
sup, : 

Suspender workers" 11096, ‘tax, ‘j. j a, 3 "20; 
d f, $1.20; sup, $5 

Plumbers laborers and excavators 12602, tax, 
j, a, 9c; d f, 90c; sup, 50c. 

a prot 8856, tax, sept, 75c; d f, 75c; 


p, $1 
Federal labor 9435, tax, sept, $1.30; d f, $1.30; 
sup, 
Laborers prot 8079, su 


Pp 
. Central trades and labor council, Athens, 


Ohio, sup. . 

ee shoe workers union, Boston, “Mass, 

up 

Intl union of pavers ane rammermen, 
local 8, sup.. 

Federal labor 8288, tax, ‘j.a af, $4; ‘sup, $1 

a hostlers and Licineud 12716, tax, 

PS t, ce; d f, 0c; sup, 10c 

Nati asso of heat, frost, and general insula- 
tors and asbestos workers of A, tax, a, 8... 

Trades council, Alexandria, Va, tax, ™m, j, j 

Curbstone, sidewalk layers, cutters and 
setters 9186, tax, j, j, $5; d f, $5 

Federated trades and labor council, siqanmes 
Cal, tax, a, m,j.. 

Federal labor 7087. ‘tax, aug. $8.20; d f, $8.20... 

Federal labor ! 2058, tax, july, $1. 75; dt, $1.75 

Federal labor 12648, tax, j,a, eg f, $4.80 

Federal labor 12706, tax, aug, 56c 

Porcelain workers 12313, tax, july Si: d f, $1 

United vx tem cutters 6939, tax, july, 
$3.75; d f, $3.75 

Stone derrickmen 6721, tax, J, j, $5 :df $s... 

Moccasin and moceasin slipper workers 
12283, tax, sept. 75c; d f, 75c.. 

Undertakers 90 9049, tax, a, m,j, j. a, $12 50; af, 


Machinists helpers and trackmen 12626, tax, 
$1.05; d sips 7 


Martie, mosaic, oa terrazza workers 10263, 
tax, j.a, 8, $3 45; d f. $3.45... 

Bottle. cap, cork, and stopper workers 10875, 
tax, aug, $8.75; ‘a f, $8.75 


$300 00 
250 
2 50 
5 00 
5 00 
250 
5 00 
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SSss SSE 


a 
$s 


Con nwo 
3 S88 ss 


s 88 


co Seo KY oc 


Sssssss Ss SS 


- — 
~- Ss Nrowanw 
S ss 


R 
8 


o wo 
$65 








AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST 



































Absolutely Pure 





The only baking powder 


made with Royal Grape 


Cream of Tartar 


No Alum,No Lime Phosphate 
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11. 


. Union protectora de la mujer obera (labor- 
ers prot women) 12721, sup... 
— ~ + a snnnmmensaanae (tobacco strippers) 








’ 
Federal labor 8116, sup 
— bro of carpenters and joiners, tax, 





aug 
Trades and labor assem, Covin ton, Ky, 
tax, may, 08, toand incl, apt, 
Central trades and ~~ assem, ‘Taylorville, 
Ill, tax, j, a, 8,0. n,d 
Central iabor union, mockiqns, asm] we, 


m, j, j. 
Federal labor ‘12335, ‘tax, ‘mn, eo ja af, 
Federal labor 11617, tax, j, a, 8, $5. "o ‘a f, $5. 10 
Lace menders 8151, tax, july, $1.26; a f, $1.25.. 
Railroad anes ‘and laborers 12503, om, 
aug, $1.20; d f, $1.20... 
Janitors prot 12607, tax, oi a, ‘$i. 20; “a f, si. 20. 
Bootblacks prot 11334, tax, j, a, 8, ~ > 
Tobacco strippers 968, tax, aug, $5; d f, 
Millmens prot 10297, tax, aug, $1.25; d f, $1.25 
Riggers prot 10298, tax, aug, $ gas @ £, Gi.......-.... 
Machinists helpers and truckmen 12623, 
SE IE, WII ED cnccanenstccesseimasues~cenannvans 
Tuck’ pointers 10384, tax, aug, $3.20; d f, $3.20 
Laborers prot 10295, tax, aug, $1. ~' $ f, $1.80 
Federal! labor 12514, tax, aug, The; £. 75.0... 
Excavators 12711, tax, bal oct, $ S50, df, $7.50 
Am fed of musicians, | eee 
Intl asso of — and structural iron work- 
ers, tax, 
Shirt, waist. “and “laundry “workers inti 
union, tax,j,j,a 
Central labor Galen, ‘Camden, N y 2 tax, In, 





pre 


“S ch, 





j.j. 
Central ‘Tabor “union, “Marine City, 


tax 
Central I trades and labor assem, Tampa, Fla, 
BIRT, Bin TIRy Do Diy Wap Beeeccncncess cvosccncocccenecsocscoceseses 


$10 00 
10 00 


2 50 


- — 
COA BOK BOs 


SSsts Sesxes S88 


a> 
g 


100 00 


ll. 





New Hampshire fed of labor, tax, a, m, j, j, 
i Divsegeetninssenttiserensceircenitinensenbsbienstimpeditctniinin ste 
Federal labor 6854, tax, acct aug, 75c; d f, 7éc 
Federal labor 99¥3, tax, sept, $9; di 1, $2.......... 
Federal labor 12424, tax, j, a, $9.30; d f, $5.35.. 
Federal labor 11311, tax, J, a, $38 1: d f, $3.10.. 
Federal labor Liv44, tax, apr, 85c; d f, sde.. 
Elevator conductors and starters 12054 tax, 
aug, duc; df, w 
Stoneware workers 6888, tax, sept, $4.50; 
df, $4.50 .. 
Comb and novelty “Tubber workers. 12074, 
tax, a, m, $2; df 
wry Ho workers 11294, tax, sept, $1.70; 
da f, $1.70 
Hair spinners 10399, tax, sept, $1.35; d f, $1.35 
Horse nail makers p and b 6170, tax, aug, 
$5.50; d f, $.5u 
Bottle caners 10535, tax, a, 8, 0, an @ 
Pilots prot 12693, tax, aug, $1. Zo; d f, ‘ xe 
NG SARE SRE go Se 
Railroad helpers and laborers 12487, sup...... 
Quarry workers intl union of N A, ¥I, sup... 
J W Van Cleave per Samuel Gompers, sub- 
poena fee, donation to legal defense fund.. 
J W Van Cleave per John Mitchell, sub- 
pena fee, donation to legal defense fund.. 
J W Van Cleave per Frank Morrison, sub- 
poena fee, donation to legal defense fund... 
Amer wire weavers prot «sso, tax,j, a, 8...... 
Federal labor 7426, tux, a, 8, 0, $1.05; d f, $1 
Federal labor 12362, tax, aug, $1.80; d f, $1.80 
Federal labor 11426, tax, a, m,j, $3; ‘at 
Federal! labor 7241, ‘tax, sept, toe; a f, 
Federal labor 877U, tax, sept, 75c; df, 
Federal labor 83805, tax, sept, 4uc; d f. 4 
Federal labor 8139, tax, aug, $1.7U;d f, $1.70..... 
Gardeners and florists 11984, tax, <i a, 8, $7.80: 
d f, $7.60 .. 
“d f $1 
j 


Machinists helpers 12606, ‘tax, ‘aug, ‘$l; 
Rockmen a excavators 13438, tax, j, ei 






$22; a tf 
Horse A aaa 10582, tax, sept, ‘s 
2 .. siasisiniieiale 
Fiat janitors ‘12361, tax, ‘sept, ‘Si; a f, age 
ary Y roller makers 10638, tax, sept, $1.25; 
Telephone operators 11498, tax, aug, 55c; d f, 
Chair plaiters 12542, bal of fundsin treasury 
a mauee union, Barre, Vt, tax, m,j, 
TW, Wie Giinsnexse-vocennnnencepnennintnsnsnnctosnnpsonaninpeunnncene 
Feicraiion of of labor, a, — : 
m j, a, 8 ecece 
Trades ST ag Rome, N Y, ‘tax ~ § 
eg labor union, bridgeport, Conn, tax, 


+J,J 
Federation ‘, labor, Springfield, Ill, tax, 





m,j,J, 
Virginia “‘Sedoration of labor, tax, j,j, a, 8 


Central labor ‘union, Danbury, ‘Conn, tax, 
pS a ie 

Excavators prot union 12711, SUp.............--0+++ 

Railroad transfer ener and clerks 
11689, tax, a, 8, $2.20; d f, $2.20... 


Sewer diggers 8662, tax, aug, $3; d seanaadan 
ae workers 12484, tax, aug, te 10; d f, 
J. o-coceccececccsconcooessesecoscnvenseseccocosgenens cnsenecesees 


J, J, & 
Federal Taber 12672, tax, aug, 95c; d f, 95c...... 
Mechanical dentists 12668, tax, aug, $1.25; 
d f, $1.25... 
Hair spinners pet 712353, ‘tax, aug, ‘9:4 f ‘$2 
Machinists helpers and laborers 12298, tax, 
j, j, a, $2.10; d Fr $2.10 Lonintadumneniiinsinine 
lass packers 12588, tax, sept, $1.50: a t $1.50 
—— engravers 11809, tax, aug, $1.65; d f, 
Pear! workers 12497, tax, aug, $2 80; d f. $2.80 
Cut nail workers 7029, tax, a, s, $2; d f, $2...... 
Elevator ry x vemnen and starters 11959, tax, 
aug, $5; d f, $5 
Nails mill employes 9987, tax, sept, $l; df, $1 
5 prot 10175, tax, july, $2. 75; d f, 


American society, of ‘piate engravers "9008, 
tax, sept, 90c; a f, 90c... 

a inspectors 8705, tax, cy ‘a, 's, "$24.75; at f. 

rederai iabor 11960, . tax, j, J, $1; 5d fst. ote 

Federal labor 12222, tax, aug, $5; d f, $5 
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REMEMBER 


We Guarantee Every Bottle of 


Old Charter 
Whiskey 


BOTTLED IN BOND 


to be of the highest quality. 


Our guarantee means all the word 
implies. 


 ] 


Wright § Taylor, Incorporated 
Distillers - - LOUISVILLE 














14. Federal labor 12701, tax, aug, $l. 
Federal labor 12044, tax, aug, $3 
Federal labor 9870, tax, j. a, 8, $1. 
Federal labor 7479, tax, sept, $2.50: 
Federal labor 12321; tax, aug, 75¢; d f,7 
Trades and labor council, Kingston, Ont, 
tax, dec, ’07, to and incl nov, ’08 
— labor union, Elkhart, Ind, tax, 3, % 


, a, m, J... 

Cnennte ¢ central labor ‘council, Great Falis, 
Mont, tax,j,j,a 

Trades and iabor qounetl, Sault Ste Marie, 
Mich, tax, a, m, i,j. a 

Tri-cities trade couac il, ‘Wissanen, Sheffield, 
Tuscumbia, Ala, tax, m, 

Glass hsm blowers asso U'S and Can, » tax, 


j,a = 
Retail clerks intl prot ‘asso, ‘tax, va f,m 
Granite workers 9.89, tax, sept, $1.50; até $1.50 
Gardeners and florists 10615, tax,j,a,s, $3. 75; 


Suspender workers 9560, sup 

Intl bro of stationary firemen 128, sup. 
Janitors prot 12361, sup 

Central labor union, Quincy, M ‘ss, YF 
Telephone operators I 12001, tax, a, 8. “ 45; d f, 


‘ Bridge tenders 12333, ax. ‘sept, $3; 4 £, $3. 
Park dept laborers 12435, tax, july, $1 ‘a f, $1.. 
Gas workers 10036, tax, m, j, $5: $) 
——, neckwearmakers’ 11016, tax, a, m, j, 
j, $4; d f, $1 

Fruit and vegetable packers 12622, ‘tax, j, a, 
8e; d f, 80c.. 

ts cauikers and Tepairers 11465, tax, sept, 


cloth examiners and spongers 11680, tax, a, 
8, $29.50; d f, $29.50 

New York Transfer co employes prot 11824, 
tax, sept, 9c; d f, 90c... 

The amal asso of street and electric railway 
employes of A, tax. sept 

United bro of leather ; on ane 
goods, tax, J, J....-....-.. annem 


15. Brushmakers int! union, tax, aug.. 


Federal iabor 12671, tax, sept, 95e; df. % 

Federal labor 12671, tax, j, a, $1; d f, $1 

Federal labor 11478. tax, sept, $3.25: d f, $3.25 

Federal labor 9626, tax, sept, 31.75; d f, $1.75... 

Central labor union, Lynn, Mass, tax, a,s,o 

a ee labor assem, Port Chester, N Y, 
tax 

Central’trades and labor ‘council, Hatties- 
burg, Miss, tax,j,j,a 

— and labor Souncii, ‘Bucy rus, Uhio, 


m, Jj,J 
Federal iabor 9644, tax, sept, 35c; d f, 35c 
Central labor union, Flint, Mich, sup... 
Laborers prot 12723, sup. . 
= bro of woodsmen and sawmill aang 
up ese 
centrai labor unten, Michigan’ City, “Ind, 
up .. ee 
Federai labor 10651, ‘tax, cy a, $7; ‘af, $7; sup, 


50c. nat 
Federal labor 8818, tax sept 9c f, 90c; sup, 


. Mre A P Goshorn, Los ‘Angeles, ‘Cal, sup. 


Central labor anion, Holyoke, Me. tax, = 


J. j..- 
Cenirail labor union, ‘Berlin, “N ‘iH, ‘tax, wi ja 
Cunset Jabor union, Booneville, ina, tax, 8, 


Central labor union, Chelsea, “Mass, ‘tax, K & 
m, a, 
Ounivel | “abo union, » Cheisea, Mass, tax, f, 


eeeeee 


$3.1 
Federal labor 12475, tax, aug, $1.55; d f, ‘sid 55; 


50c.. 
Federal labor $769, ‘tax, aug, $i; “a t. $ a 
Federal labor 10824, tax, J.J, $1: af, $1 - 
Federal labor 8367, tax, June, $3.50; df, $3.50.. 
Central labor union, Chelsea, Mass,” tax, f, 


ty labor 12080, pene, 8 m, a, Js ds & &. m . if, 


p, 50c. 
Federal labor 8769, tax, aug, $1; ¢ f, $1... 
Federal labor 1084, tax, J.J, $1; 
Federal labor 8367, tax, yuure. $h.50; ‘d f, $3 50.. 
Railroad helpers and laborers 12598, tax, 
sept, $1.10; 
Horse nail workers 7180, tax, sept, on, ‘af, # 
er x workers 10833, tax, 0, n, d, $1.50 
d f, $1.50... 
Hat and cap leather sweat. band “cutters 
union 11307, tax, sept, 75c; d f, 75c speme 
Lastmakers 9209, tax, j, a, 8, $1.20; f. $i. Ci 
Stone handlers and derrickmen 12657, tax, 
july $2; d f, $2 
House movers 12685, tax, aug, $1.25; d f, $1.25 
w tx ts workers 12480, tax, a, m, j, j, a, $1.75; 
t . 
Riggers ~ 11561, tax, j, a, $12; d, f, $12 
a strippers 12046, tax, a a, $12.90; df, 


Spring and pocket knife makers 12308, tax, 
aug, 75c; d f, 75c 
Spring and _— knife makers 12272, tax, 


aug, $1; d f. 
Decorators and badgemakers 11555, ta 
$1.20; d f, 


. Intl bro abana workers, tax, j | a 


Tunnel miners 8295, tax, j, a, 8, $2725; af, 


Gypsum miners and mill workers 12676, tax, 
aug, $1.45: d f. $1.45 

United en workers 12472, tax, aug, $2.35; 
d f, $2.35 

Hair spinners 12347, tax, sept, $3.30; “d £, $3.30 

Machinists helpers 12403, tax, a, m, j, $1.05; 
d f, $1.05. 

Plumbers, diggers. and sewer builders 9926, 
tax, J, a, 5s, $3 df. $3 

Ladies straw -“— felt hat workers 12675, tax, 
aug, $6.25; d f, $6.25 

Machine printers and color mixers 11967, 
tax, J, a, #, $1.05; d f, $1.05 

—s - emai tax, sept, as 0; df, estas 50; 
sup. 50 

Aanacters and packers 8316. su 

Jesse Ferney, Walla Walla, Wash, sup.. 

Hair spinners 12368, tax, aug, 40c; df. 400 ..... 

Federal! labor 12552, tax, aug, $2.75; d f, $2.75.. 
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INDEPENDENT SALT CO. 2 


Borough of Brooklyn, City of New York 


549 to 559 
Smith Street, Brooklyn 
Telephone Call, 640 Hamilton 


WAREHOUSES: 


332 East 103d Street 


Manhattan Market 


Telephone Call, 11 36-79th St. 


MAIN OFFICE 
to 24 Taylor St. 











Machinists helpers 12610, tax, aug, 90c; d f, 


ge 
Well drivers 12523, tax, aug, $1.85; d f, $1.85.. 
Granite polishers, ory ye and laborers 
10306, tax, sept, $1.20; d f, $1.20 
Sewer and tunnel workers 7319, tax, aug, 8; 


f, $8 . 
Gas workers 12451, ‘tax, sept, $3.55; a f, $3.55... 
———s workers 12611, tax, aug, $35c; d 


Federal labor ‘12611, ‘tax, ‘aug, 35¢; “a 2. 35c.. 
Federal labor 8281, tax, sept, $1; d f, $1 
Federal labor 9449, tax, sept, 55e; d tf, 55¢ 
Federal labor 11891, tax, aug, $2.95; d f, $2.95.. 
~— labor 12614, tax, m, j,j, $1.25; d f, 


m, Jj, j... -- 
Federaiion ‘of ‘labor, Yonkers, N i. 2 tax, 
ie Ci ciciasts <ennhanisenstineabebeasencnmepineaenes 
Central labor union, Marceline, Mo, ‘tax, 
I icaininiecinitcieaceaieemanin “enipadeinteinineceniitindmnnionte 
Central labor union, Terre Haute, Ind, won, 
sept, U7, to and incl aug, ne <0 
Iowa state federation of labor, tax, apr, ’08 


to and inci mar, ’09 
ae ee labor union ee =m 5 Mass, tax, 


Berlin, Unt, tax, a, m, j, j, a, 
Grain workers 11407, tax, Sane $i. 50;d 
Coffee, spice and baking wder workers 
9605, tax, j, a, 8, $3.45; df, BS 
Lastmakers 9771, tax, Ay J, a, $3.50; “a f, " $3.50. 
Cigarmakers intl union of A, tax, j.j 
Intl | panne air workers union, =n, 


J. 
Federal labor 12852, ‘tax, ‘aug, $2. 10; d f, $2.10 
Federal labor 12047, tax, j.j, a, $1. 30; d 3 $1.20 
Federal labor 12700, tax, aug, 50c; d f, We 
a tax, aug, acct sept, $2.60; 


f, $2 
Trades and labor assem, “Helena “Mont, ‘tax, 


Trades one labor annem, Muscatine, Iowa, 
tax, atin 

central. labor ‘union, “Raleigh, 'N C, tax, 
I iiaceel ae ideale inten ciel Guubaniainies 

Union’ ‘co trades council, Elizabeth, N J, 
tax, m,j,j, a, 8, 0.. 

Trades and labor assem, - Davenport, ‘lowa, 

ax,j,a.s, 
— labor union, senses City, am, 


Cenirai labor union, Contra ‘Costa co, “Rich- 
mond, Ual, tax, J, f, m, a, m, 

Street, sewer, and general excavating labor- 
ers 1163 tax, j, a, 8, $7.50; d f, $7.50; sup, $1 

Suspender workers 11.098, 8 up... 

Oil and gas well workers "2005, tax, oa j. 33 
d f, $3.20; sup, Svc 

. Sewer workers 122381, tax, J, Jj, $1.50; d f, i, 50 

Horse nail workers 9636, tax, —, ‘gz. 30; 


Gas ‘workers 9840. ‘tax, ‘sept, $14 75; ‘a f, “$14.75 
Locomotive host lers and ‘helpers 1 11894, tax, 
aug, $2.75; d f, oe alien ane 


tax, j, a 
Central inbor union, “Portiand, Me, tax, m 


United house ‘shorers, movers, and sheath 
pilers 7417, tax, a, s, $20.70; d f, $20.70........ 
— federation of post Office clerks, tax, i 


19. Intl bro papermakers, sup 


21. 


Intl longshoremen 202, sup... 

Intl journeymen horseshoers union of US 
and Can, tax, j, j, a, $105; sup, $05.10 

A L Studer, Petrolia, Kans, i ostiscvece 

Intl glove wor Kers union of A, tax, sept.. 

Intl union of slate workers, tax, aug 

Stone derrick men 6721, tax, a, 8, $9; d f, 35... 

Stone masons 12076, tax, = a, 70c; d t, 70c; 


Cigar factory tobacco strippers 10227, tax, 
aug, $3.25; d f, $3.25 

Oil and gas weil workers 12678, ‘tax, sept, 
31.50; d f, $1.00. 

Cloth casket workers, 12348, tax, j,a,s, $1.05; 
f, $1.05, ne 
House movers 12685, tax, sept,$ 1.25; ‘a Tf, $1.25 
Pole raisers and electrical assistants 12491, 

tax, sept, $3.25; d f, $3.25. 
Street cleaning employes 12474, “tax, aug, 
$4.50; d ft, $4.50 
Laborers prot 12713, tax. sept, $3.75; d f, $3. 75 
Laborers prot 12649, tax, J, j, a, $1.35; d f, $1.35 
Gas workers 12369, tax, a, J 's: af,s8 
Federal labor 8203, tax, july, $i; d i,$1 
Federal labor 12686, tax, j, J, a, $2.25; d f, $2.25 
Feberal labor 12538, tax, nug, 35¢; d f, 3 
Federal labor 12681, tax, july, by Kt; 
—_ labor 12 175, tax, aug, $ 1.75; d f, $1.75; 


up, | 
Federal iabor 12679, tax, om, $i. 15; d donde 5; 
sup, " ; 
Federal labor 12363, tax, j.a 
Federal labor 11812, tax, m, j, 5 
d f, $7.50. Spi Ra Aa Cel vets Ae era 
Federal! labor 6925, tax, j, a, 8, $2.25; d f, $2.25 
Central trades council, Kittanning, Pa, tax, 
i 2. ia cichelh tee didacicens iedbeiaoaialleneuiniaiaiinnibiiaines 
Trades and labor council, Winona, Minn, 
tax, m, a, m, j,j, a. 
Central we anion, sat bela tax, don 


=e 
Trades ‘couneii. Tuisa, ‘Okia, “tax, a, 8, ‘0. 
Washington state fed of labor, tax, may, ’08, 
to and incl apr. ’09. 
—, labor —- Traverse City, Mich, 
tax, j, f, m, a, m, j... 
Federated trades ‘council, “Waukesha, “Wis, 


m, Jj, 
Trades ies aid I | Sethe ‘assem, “Galesburg, Ill, tax, 
Teleptione operators 12402, tax, ‘aug, 95e; “a f, 


95c; sup, 5e 

Machinists helpers 12345, ‘tax, ‘sept, $i 50; “a f 
$1.50; sup, $1 

Pederal labor 10829, ‘tax, sept, $8.75; at f, , $5755 


Suspendermakers 9560, sup... 

d heipers and la rers "72699, ‘tax, 
sept, $1.25; d f, $1.25; sup, $2..... 

ns labor 12630,” tax, aug, "35¢e; ‘a f, 35¢ 


up, 25c... nap 
Photographic Workers "]2028, ‘tax, ‘aug, ‘$2.45; 
f, $2.45; sup, 50c. 
Intl bro of tip printers, tax, m, j, 
Wire drawers 12493, tax, a, s, $1. 55; a f, $1. ‘55. 
4 ened Workers 11922, tax, oct, 75c; 


Pipe calkers a and tappers 7348, ‘tax, + j, a, $6; 


$6 
Womens laborer “prot ‘11752, “tax, ‘aug, $2; 


r bottlers and weed 
ers 8514, tax, une, $4.05; d f. $4 05..... .. ‘ 
Saw workers 12423 423, tax, ef $1. m0: f, 
Bricklayers 11659, ‘tax, jij 

Ship machinery and adyrick anny 10315, 
ay iauorers prot 12324, “tax, sept, $2.50; 


d f, $2. sup, 50c 
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SMOKE... 
J. G. Dill’s Best Cut Plug 


RICHMOND, VA. 














¢ 


me 


$1.85 Federal labur 12105, tax, aug, 75c; u f, 75c. 
Tobacco” strippers. 12502, tax, ‘j.a, $2.55; “a ft we v4 trench laborers 12.85, tax, july, 
$2.55 f, 75¢ 
Ivory pupae workers 11272, tax, m,j,j,a Neck tiemakers 12655, tax, a, 8, $2.25; df, 
$2; d 2 
geanens strippers 12690, tax, aug, 50c;d f, We Oil and gas well workers 12001, tax, j, j,a, 
Bootbilacks 11964, tax, ji. a, 8, $1.00: d f, $1.50... b $1.50; d f, $l.ov 
Federal labor 9621, tax, j, j, a, $1.05; d f, $1 05 Staplemen und grooms prot 12015, tax, july, 
Federal labor 6804, tax, bal sept, $2; d t. $2... $2 50; d f, $2.50 ..... 
Federal labor 12471, tax, m, j, J, a, $1.40; d f, Rock mens pret 12712, ‘tax, bal sept, $5; d f,$5 
1.40 City employes 12326, tax, aug, $3.40; d f, $3.40 
Trades and labor council, Goldfield, Nev, Newspaper and mail deliverers $403, aes. 
tax, may, "U7, toand inc! apr, 08 aug, $15; d f, $45.. . . : 
Central — union, Stamford, Conn, tax, Suspender wor kers Bid, sup. 
m,j,j,a, Horse nail makers 96.6, sup 
Central iober union, "Vincennes, “Ind, tax, Federai lator 2692, tax, i j, a, 8, $1.95; d f. 
j,a $1.95; sup, $15.25.. 
Laborers prot 12508, tax, aug, 0c; d f,50c; Tin hg wath workers inti ‘prot asso of a ‘tax, 
su J j 
Water pis pipe cauikers 10830, won. ad n, d, Hs 50; Photo engrayv ers 28, special donation for Los 
d f, $1.5v; sup, 4>c.. Angeles fund. 
Ohio federation of labor, sup. Pocket kinfe blade ‘grinders ‘and finishers 
Central trades council, Richmond, ng sup nat! union, tax, j, a, 
Central labor union, Hudson, NY Quarry workers iat v union of N A, tax, sept 
. Dye workers and helpers 12720, sup... — Hotel and restaurant employes intialliance, 
Clothes pressers prot 12724, sup.. ete, of A, tax, aug....... 
Traveler. goods and leather novelty “work- Coopers intl union of N A, ‘tax, va ja 
ers intl union of A, tax, j,a Patternmakers league of N A, tax, a, 8 
Inti asso of steam hot water fitters and help- Ceramic, mosuic, and encaustic tile layers 
ers, tax, sept and helpers intl union, tax, a, 8 
Natl asso 0 ——? _Printers and color Stove mounters inti union, jax, j, a, 8... 
mixers of U 5, tax,j,a Ama! sheet metal workers intl alifatice,iax, 
Intl hodcarriers a building laborers of j,a. eovcceesse 
A, tax, a, 8 Intl seamens union of a - “a, 8. 
Inti bro pa permakers, tax, a, &.. ——T rw barbers intl ‘calle of A, ‘tax, 
Paper vag workers 11757, tax, sept, Soe; af 55¢e j.J, a, 
Watch finishers 10454, tax, s, 0, $2; d a f, $2 pedicel wyades council, Mendota, Ill, sup 
Bottlers 10218, tax, a, m, i J, $5; d f, $5 . Central labor union, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
City firemans and asso i431, tax, sept, $19; tax, j, a, 8, O, n, d..... 
d f, $i9. ay and labor assem, ‘Sandy ‘Hill, N Y; 


Badge and lodge. paraphernalia. ‘makers tax 
9136, tax, sept, o0c; d f, Central labor union, Zanesville, Ohio, tax, 


o0c 
Paper box workers 12581, tax, sept, 60c; df, m, J, j, a, 8 
— of labor, ‘Ba’ timore, ‘Ma, ‘tax, a 


22. Stoneware potters 8302, tax, july, $1.85; d f£, 24. Federal labor 12544, tax, a, 8, 70c; d f, 70c 
$3 
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Trades ‘and labor “council, 


Gas workers 11633, tax, aug, $1; d f, $1. . N Y, tax, j. J, 

Sugar workers 10519, tax, sept, $7.50; d f, Richmond borough central trades and labor 

Horse nail makers 10550, tax, j, a, $1; d f, 81; ovuas il, Staten Island eStapicton, L I, tax, 
sup, > 


mmo we oH 
S$eses 


Neediemakers — 11433, tax, aug, $1. 50; a £ 


Ss 


j,j,a a] 
Federal Tabor maa, tax, 3 .% a, $2.25; d f, $2.25 


" sup, $1 Federal! labor 11953, tax, june, $4.75; d f $3 75 
Locomotive hostlers and helpers 12716, ‘sup.. 95 Federal! labor 8328, tax, j, j. a. $1.20; 1.20 
Central trades and labor council, Kingston, Federal labor 9923, tax, Jj, a, $1.30; 
N_Y, tax, j, a, 8, $2.50; sup, 50c . Federal labor 8116, tax, a, s, $3.50; 

Federated ‘trades council, Montreal, Can, tax, Federal labor 9068, tax, J, a, $1.70; 
Federal labor 12648, t. x, aug, Joc; d 
Federal labor 10128, tax, sept, $1.35: 
— lsbor 12576, tax, J, ria a, 8, ahem 

P, $1.50 


hoe C-rbsho-e oH ofO 


m.j,j 
Trad:s and labor ‘council, ‘Monmouth, lils, 
tax, m,a,m,j,j.a 
— assem, Logansport, Ind, tax, j, j, a, 


— 
—_ 
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Central ae counell, Salamanca, N , a tax, 
a,m,j.j 


Rai pana Mawes and laborers 12269, tax, b, 
Trades ana | labor’ assem, Chicago, ‘Til, tax, j. a, $1.15; d f $1.15 .. 


Intl asso of marble workers, tax, a, 8. : 

Intl shingle weavers union of A, tax, J, 

Elastic goring weavers amul asso of u 's, 
tax, a, 8,0 ... 

Inti bro of maintenance-of way employes, 
tax, aug .. 

Watch case engravers intl asso of A, tax, j, 


ESs © & sssssecss 


j.a.s,o,n d 
Federal labor 12645, tax. aug, $1 15; @ f. $1.15.. 
Federal labor 12470, tax, sept. $1. mes f, $1.75... 
Federai labor 11158, tax, sept. $: 50; d f, $2.50 
Federal labor 12522, tax, Tht $23,d f,$2 ... 

. Trades and a oa onia, Mich, tax, 
n. d, 07, j, f, m, a, 08... a 
Trades counell, . ‘Albion Mich, ‘tax, ee A, 8... 
Cote trades and I ner assem, Eimira, 

Jj, a, 
Cm labor Salen, Harrisburg, Pa, tax, 


n,Jj 
Federal labor 10279, tax, 4) “a, $3.20; d f, $3.20.. 
Federal labor 9316, tax, a, m, $1.40; d f, $1.40... 


Bm Seo wo 


Amel ‘glass “workers inti asso of ‘A, tax, i, 


— 


a, 8 
Laborers prot 13565, tax, “may. 60c; “a f, 60c.. 

Gas work rs 10678, tax, sept, $7; af. de 
a atten: prot 7592, tax, aug, $8.30; d f, 
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“A Pure Cocoa of Undoubted 
Quality and Excellence of 
Manufacture” 


Walter Baker's 


A distinguished London physician, in giv- 
ing some hints concerning the 
proper preparation of cocoa, 

says: 

“Start with a pure cocoa 
of undoubted quality and 
excellence of manufacture, 
and which bears the name 
of a respectable firm. This 
point is important, for 
there are Many cocoas on 
the market which have 
been doctored by the ad- 
dition of alkali, starch, 

ea Y malt, kola, hops, etc.” 


HIGHEST AWARDS In 
Europe and America 


Walter Baker & Co. lLti 
DORCHESTER, MASS. 
Established 1780 





26. Wax and plaster model makers man, am, 
sept, 60c; d f, 6c 
——— federation of labor, ‘Albany, N 


m,j,Jj 
Trades and labor council, La Crosse, Wis, 


tax, a, m,j,j,a,s 
Central labor council, ‘San Bernardino, Cai, 


, &, m, J... 

Trades an and labor ‘assem, “Burlington, “Towa, 
tax, 

Central Bibs union, New London, Conn, 
tax, a, m, 

Paving cutters union of USof A and Can, 
EBX, BEPL.......0..--cocere--covereeeee 

Inti union of pavers and rammermen, flag 
layers, bridge and stone curb setters, tux, 
sept 

we wood workers intl union of A, tax, 

United’ garment workers of A, tax, j, a, 8... 

—— natl unionof USor A, tax, 


United loth hat and cap makers of N 


unied’e Ratvere ‘of N yA, tax, 8,0 

Natl bro of operative potters, tax,j, a,s,o 

tts re ae Kalamazoo, Mich, 

m,j,j.a 
Federal! labor 12nB2, sup 
. Amal meat cutters oni ‘butcher “workmen 

of N A, tax, j.a 

Interior freight handlers and warehouse- 
mens intl union, tax. j,j,a 

Switchmens union of N A, tax, sept... 

Intl longshoremens asso, tax, sept 

Journeymen tailors union of N A, tax, j,a,s 

eX order of railroad telegraphers, tax, 

s 

Intl ty pographical union, tax, sept... 

Tobacco workersi ti union, tax, J. a, oe 

Bakery aud confectionery workers inti 
union of A, tax, j, a, 8....... 

United mine workersof A, tax, ‘aug... 

Intl molders union of N A, tax, 6,9... 

Laborers prot 9558, tax, sept, $2; d f, $2... 


$1 20 
250 
5 00 
250 
2 50 
2 50 
12 00 
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THE FINE QUALITY AND PURITY OF 


HUNTER 
WHISKEY 


x) x 


AND ITS RICH, MELLOW TONE 
MAKE IT THE PREFERRED 
WHISKEY OF THOSE WHO 


KNOW THE BEST 
LIKE THE BEST 
BUY THEBEST 


Sold at all first-class cafes and by jobbers. 
WM. LANAHAN & SON, Baltimore, Md. 














28. = rinting pressmen and assistants union 


A, tax,j,j,a,s 

aan asso of iron, steel an 
U 8S, tax, m, a, m, j, j,a,8 

Natl print cutters asso of A, 

Canvassing agents and baal "e013, tax, 

$3; 

aieaeter t leather trimming makers 12518, 
tax, j, a, s, $1.80; d f, $1.80.. 

Hat block yar and helpers 1299, ‘tax, 
boon ecbet’ kais ife makers 12229, 

Sprivg et knife makers tax, aug, 
37s: Mt $3.75 . 

Laborers prot 9549, tax, j,a, $l; d f, $1 

Ship ee, and derrick riggers 10315, 
tax, sept. $2; d f. $2. 

Mineral water bottlers 11829, tax, a, s, $ $1.30} 


d f, $1.30... 
Sailmakers. 11775, tax, ja a, $4.50; d f, $4.50 
Bottlers prot 8434, tax, a, m. J, $4.95; ‘a f, $4.95 
Water works employes 12306, tax, sept, $2; 


Fire’ department ¢ employes 10446, tax, sept, 


Mr ‘Dennis Falvey, West ‘Quiney. “Mass, 
quarry workers 47, sup... 
Machinists helpers’ 12533, tax, “march, 50c; 
f, & 


ie... 

Laborers prot. 12442, ‘tax, ‘sept, 750; a f,7 75¢ 
Federal labor 12396, tax, a, 8, $2.30; d f, $2.30.. 
Federal labor 11164, oS, 8, $1.30; at $1 30; 

sup, 50c.. 
Federal labor 8533, tax, a, 8. $6.30; df, $6.80... 
Federal! labor 8227, tax, sept, $1: d f, $1.... ... 
Federal labor 836. tax, sept, $1.55: d f, $i. ‘55... 
Federal Jabor 9373, tax, m, j, j. a, $2; d f. $2... 
Federal labor 8367. tax, july, $3.50; 4 f, $3.50 
a sp labor 12608, tax, m, j, Jj, $1.20; d f, 
Federal labor 8786, ‘tax, “july, $1 90; d f. $1.90.. 
Trades and labor council.’ West Mineral, 

Kans, tax, bal d, ’07, er m, a. m, j.. 
Central labor union, Adams, Mass, tax, a, 


eee ee 
Intl jewelry workers ‘union of A, tax, 4, a, 8 


Aw 


- Ch hm tot tw Om 
S$ 838 888 888 8 8&8 4b Ss ws 


te 


~ 
so *- 


Cs Peed ort rere 
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JUSTUS VON LENGERKE, President. 


CG. W. SHAFFER, Sec’y and Gen. Mgr. 


If you are not in favor of the ‘‘ Powder Trust’’ 
buy your dynamite and blasting supplies of the 


NATIONAL POWDER COMPANY 


353 FIFTH AVE. 


NEW YORK CITY 


ERNST DETMOLD, Treasurer. 











28. Centrallabor council, Manitowoc, Wis, tax, 
jan, ’09, to and incl dec, ” 
Central labor union, wtatommnnaaed Ky, tax, 


Jd, 
ride! wind ia iabor ‘council, ‘Desoto, ‘Mo, tax, 


m,j,j,a, 
Trades Connell, ‘Austin, “Texas, ‘lax, n m, He cs 
Central labor union, Honesdale, Pa, tax, j, 

a,s, 0, D, 
United trades “and ‘jabor ‘council, ‘Buffaio, 
N Y, tax, feb, 'u8, to and incl jan. ’09........ - 
Trades and iabor assem, Alton, lil, tax, j, 


Di. ©. ccssnsesananenncentimonmtecensmemenguandammesianedgapaneeninngns® 
wy labor union, Washington, D C, tax, 
m, j,j 
Oil and gas workers. 12107, ‘tax, i. a. S$. 70; a t 
7 


$5.70 on 
Intl broofstationary firemen, tax, ‘july... beanenene 
Inti union of elevator constructors, tax, si 
Int! union of sbipwrights, —— and cal 
ers of A, tax, m, a, m, j,j, a, 
Intl asso of far workers of u "Sand Can. 
tax, a, 8, $2.19; sup, $2.10...............---------+--s000" 
—a helpers and laborers 12487, tax, 
sept, $1; d f, $1; sup, 50c..... 
Rockmens prot ‘12712, sup.... oe 
Tobacco strippers 12439, tax, m, - j, $2.25 . 
4 f, $2.25... 


wt oe workers” 12618, tax, ‘9 a, 8, $6.90; “a tL 
Car wheel molders and “helpers 7229, tax, i, 
5. ont 





Stone handlers and derrick mens 12657, 
a, 8, $4; d f, $4 
Cooks and waiters 10968, tax, sept, $3; d f, $8 
Cloth and stock workers 10184, tax, sept, 
tt | nee 
Central labor council, Jamestown, N Y,sup 
= York state federation of labor, tax, 
ay, 08, to and incl apr, ’09... 
Lavor “couneil, Gaiveston, Tex, ‘tax, m, A 2. 


tax, j, 


Trades council, Johnston City, Il, 
North Carolina state fed ‘of jabor, jax, m.j, 


J, a, 8, 

Federal labor 11459, tax, J, a, $1.80; d f, $1.80... 

Federal labor 1259, tax, Jj, j, a. $6.30; dt, $6.30 

Federal labor 11414, tax, a, s, $1; d f, $1 

Federai labor 12550, sup.................. 

Federal labor 12726, sup.. .. 

Agricultural workers 12727, ‘sup. 

Bricklayers 12728, sup.............-- 

Womens prot 12729, sup 
L — labor union, Burlington, Vt, tax, j, 









central labor union, Amsterdam, N Y, tax, 


Bie labor union, Norwalk, Ohio, tax,m, 


Nesp eng Bradford, Pa, tax, m, a, m, 


peri state fed ‘of labor, ‘tax. m, a, ‘m, j, j. a 

Park dept laborers 12435, Los Angeles assess, 
50c; Buck’s Stove and Range co case, 
"inane and helpers 12319, tax, sept, 


Railroad helpers and laborers 12263, tax, 
sept, $1 05; d f, $1.05... 
Federal labor 7087, tax, sept, $3. 20; a fi. $8.20. 


$10 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
10 00 
250 
2 50 
ll 40 
ie 
53 58 
42 


2 50 
100 


450 
13 80 
9 00 
5 00 
150 
5 40 


8 00 
16 00 


3 50 


awn s 
s$sss 


ee ~ 
SCCcouennww 
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10 00 
250 


‘ == 2c stamps, #4; 


. Electrical workers and linemen 9001, tax, m, 
Jj, Jj, &, $2.20; d f, $2.20... 
—— nail makers 7073, ‘tax, =e a, 8, $.. 65; a t 


tnt mnaenengens 10167, tax, aug, $1; d f, 


Federal labor 9701, ‘tax, owe s. “$1.05; a tL $1.05 
—_ , anes bill posters and billers of A, 
United textile workers of A, tax, m,j,j, a,s8 
Journeymen stone cutters asso of N x tax, 
EERE LLNS EEN cocccesse 
Inti asso of machinists, tax, a, s 
American bro of cement workers, tax, 8, ‘}. 
Small supplies... ‘ wenn a 
Advertisements Am ‘FED. 7 
Subscriptions AM FED.. 
es 





EXPENSES. 


. One month’s rent (in advance), Geo G Sei- 


bold, secy 
Organizing expenses, J D Pierce, 960; AA 
Hay, $100 
2,000 I-c stamps. P O dept .. 
= l-c stamps, $2.50; 800 2c stamps, $16; “PO 
BIS -ccccocees 
Onguataing expenses, ‘D W Fino... 
Legislative expenses, Thos F Tracy... 
50 5-c stamps, $2.50; PO 


ept. 
Organizing expenses, “John F ‘Schmidt, $5; 
Jas B Drake, $8.50; A E Ireland, $20.17: 





Cornelius Ford, $7.40 
Atty fees, H Win-=hip Wheatle 
Acct expenses as fraternal delegate, Andrew 

Furuseth .. 

Organizing expenses, JA Fiett, $100; “Hogh 
rayne, $100; Jas Leonard, $100; Stuart 

Reid, $100; Herman Robinson, $30; Jacob 

Tazeiaar, $100; H M Walker, $0; Cal 

ne sioo: C O Young, $100; A E Holder, 

$100; C Hahn, “a *. HL L, Eichelborger, 

Sw; pay E Roach W E Terry, 33; 

Stuart Reid, $w; renk’ H McCarthy, $12. 


a ft 
a 


> 
SBR.ske Be ww 


BI RSSRSSs ss ss 


ws & 


Sas 
S see gs s 


41 07 
15 00 


1,292 00 








USE 


Kitchel’s 
Liniment 





and Pains. 


magic. 


For Rheumatism, 
Sprains, Bruises, Aches 


It is one of the best 
external liniments sold 
for man or beast. 

It relieves pain like 


Sold by Druggists. 





S. B. Kitchel 


Coldwater, Mich. 
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Government Positions 


were made to (ivil Service places dur- 
46,712 Appointments ing the past year. Excellent oppor- 
tunities for young people. Each year we instruct by mail 
thonsands of persons who pass these examinations and a large share 
of them receive appointments to life positions at $840 to $1,'00a year 
If you desire a position of this kind, write for our ( ivil Service An- 
nouncement, containing fall information about all government exam- 
inations and questions recently used by the Civil Service Commission. 


RRESPONDENCE COLLEGE, WASHINGION, D. C. 





9. Organizing pupenens, © Frank H McCarthy, 
$13.15; D W Finn, $16.45 
10. Translating, Wilfrid Rouleau 
23,000 envelopes, Union Envelope co. 
51,364 envelopes, W H Kobertson 
Cyeninins expenses, J D Pierce, on; TH 
lynn, $25; T H Flynn, $75 
Legislative expenses, Thos F Tracy... 
) sre stamps, $11.50; 1,150 2-c stamps, $23; 
t 


2 


$8 & 88 S282 


o ome SB ERK 


Refund on constitutions, Geo Severt, secy.. 

Expenses adjusting disputeof marble work- 
ersof N Y James Duncan 

6 mos sub to Wasnington Herald, daily and 
Sunday, ‘'O Lowe.. 

. Expenses E C meeting. “Washington, D CG 
Jas O’Vonnell, $28; Max Morris, $204.62: 
Daniel J Keefe, $109; Jno B Lennon, $109.80; 
Jno Mitchell, $85.30: Jas Duncan, $76; DA 
Hayes,363.50; ‘Jos ¥ hinpnsnmensiga eon - Frank 
Morrison, $8 ... ioe 

8,000 I-c stamps, PO ‘dept.. 

Organizing expenses, frank H ssetasthy.... 

Attorney fees, Henry Cohen . eee 

Organizing expenses, John J Fitzpatrick 

Organizing expenses, Santiago Iglesias 

Acct expenses attending Canadian f and L 
C, Hugh frayne.. 

oO yf expenses, TH Flynn, $75; TH 

Organizing expenses, MI Hannon, "$10; ‘AE 
Ireland, $0; A A Hay, $200... 

1,000 2-c stamps, $20; 200 3-c stamps, $8; 300 4-c 
stamps, $12; 100 5c stamps, $5; 200 6c 
stamps, $12; 200 8c stamps, $16; 300 10-c 
stamps, $30; P O dept 

Legislative ex Ivy Thos F Tracy.. 

= salary (BS & Reo case), W I ‘Camp- 


aESee9 
sssass 


238 
888 


zs 
33 


Extra salary (B S€ Reo case), LA Sierne.. 
Contribution, Hans Fehlinger. ............... 
Organizing expenses, Cornelius Ford 
10,000 4-psge folders, $37.50; 0 l-c govt en- 
velopes, $8.25; legal defense vances boomed 
Smith Brooks Printing co. mien 
Organizing expenses, J D Pierce. ...ccs..-« 
lf s ae $30; 3,000 I-c stamps. $30; P 
Cash books, order books, ‘Teceipt books, rec- 
ord books, ledgers, indices: A Zichtl & co.. 
o ialuney: sia expenses, TH Flynn, $100; W 
ag yD. 
John eae oa H M Walker, 100; 
7 Hay, $300. 5; alk , $ “A 
Repairs, Smith-Premier. Typewriter co... 
One suit case, Jas S Topham.. ecccoeseagens 
5 cases water, Great BearS ring co. 
Phone service, The C & P nguectninmvethe co.. 
Ice, ‘olumbia Ice co . as a 
a pressage, US Express Co. 
Cleaning windows and doors, I. L Cahoon... 
500 white cards, Library Bureau 
Clippings, Natl Press Int! co.. 
One nate god directory, Brentanos. 
Telegram he Telegraph co........... . 
Towel service, Fowler Mfg co. .. 
y= td fans and phous, Tasker & Mit- 
ell 


SBa aweSSnuk SE m0 


Sa S88 S2Ssesssssss 


Telegrams, Postal Telegraph-Cable « 
Organizing expenses. Julio Aybar.. 
Repairing lock and key, 7c; one pai 
knobs, $1; Geo A Malone. .. . eae 
2,000 2-c, $40: 1,000 I-e. $10, stamps, P O dep bas 
4 weeks’ salarv, office employes: E Valesh, 
$120; (344 weeks) J Kelly. $77.40: R 
Guard. $100; D F Manning. $84; J. W Bern- 
hard, $125.50; LA Gaver.$70.57; LA Sterne, 


se 


25. $82.30; AS weeks) F C Alexander, $65.11; 


(3 weeks) ~ McCoy, $48: D pe eh 
$80.60; pag J Gallaher, FL 
Faber, $67.60; I M_ Rodier, siive: ‘MC 
Farmer, $74 48; I V Kane, $68.75; (3 weeks) 

A McClellan, $59.21; [ M Lauber. $69.32; G 
P Routt, $65.94; (2 weeks) Marion Smith, 
$32; A E Hawkins, $30.56; (3 weeks) G 4 

» $17.06; J Nielsen, $62.80: R S 
Thomas, $52; inn. Black. 360.80; W_von 
Ezdorf, $54.17; wt Howlin, $65.72; E R 
Brownley, a8: wit ‘ampbell, $41.84 (3 
weeks) J E Giles, $30; (144 weeks] H Evans, 
$27.70; (14 weeks) J B ‘Kane, 12.75; (1% 
weeks) & E Nabers, $13.50 

One month’s salary, Samuel Gompers, = 

One month’ssalary, Frank Morrison, ow 

Legislative expenses, Thos F Tracy 

Printing 2000 strike report blanks. “Jocal, 
$12: 300 strike report blanks, national, $5; 

1,700 special notice, $6; corrections list of 
pals mn $6.40; 3 “hh itenetes lists, 
$24; 3,000 letter A. pr, $4.60; 3,000 letter 
— 4 pp, $18; 1,000 letter circulars, $6; 
1,000 referendum vote, $3.25: 500 report and 
order blanks, $20; The tee Univnist... 


. Organizing expenses, ET F 
. RR fare and expenses, Samuel Gompen. 


Premium on bonds (nly and anges Natl 
Surety co....... ‘ 

Janitor service, “Robert Newell . 

Bal expenses ‘delegate 2 to British “trades 
union congress, Andrew Furuset 

Oona expenses, D W Finn, $49. 18; EG 


. Fee m 0, 8c; postage due, 30c; matches, 40c; 


repairing lock. 50c; notary fee, 75c; wash- 
stand, $2.20; newspapers ‘and magazines, 
$2.36: expressage and hauling, $3; car 
tickets, $11.25; J W Bernhard 
Hauling "AM Feb, J W Bernhard . 
Commissions on advertisement contracts 
for Am FED for aug. 
Postage on AM FED, P O Dept ........ a 
Printing sept Am FED. Law Res co 
Printing 50 bulletins, Law Reporter co 
ao & 73 proofs Sweet-Orr ad, Law Re- 


olestien rT bottle ink eradicator, 25c; 1 foun-' 


tain pen, $3.50; 1 botticink eradicator, 25¢: 1 
box eyelets, 50c; one ib no 5 pins, 80c: 5,000 
mimeograph sheets 10x12, $8.50; 6 rubber 
pen holders, $1; Law Reporter co 

Supplies: printing 2 blank books daily re- 
ceipts, $32; 5,000 letters heads and 5,00 
second sheets $31.59; 3,100 receipt blanks, 
with stub, $71.50; 500 bank check blanks, 
with stub, $11. 25: 2,000 bank check blanks 
with stub, $35: 900 letter heads and second 
sheets. $l; Law Reporter co 

1 doz ribbons. _ Seamer Typowrmeree 

Expressage, U S Express co 

Seals, J Baumgarten & Sons 

103,900 no 10 envelopes. Union Envelope co.. 

on expenses. John A Flett, $190; E 
T Flood, $150; S Iglesias, $75; Jas Leonard, 
$150; H Robinson, $200; Cal Wyatt, $100: 
C O Young, $150; H L "Eichelberger, $100; 
J E Roach, 100; W E Terrv. $10; A A 

$0; Sim A Bramlette, banca Frank 
cCarthy, $102.15 . .......0...... 

Translating, Louis Faber 

Stam ps ee | a Frank amnemael 
son, secy... annie cowcoeeaen 


$13,716 66 


RECAPITULATION. 


Balance on hand September |, 1908 $ 
Receipts for month of September, 1908 ; 


Total... 








129,295 33 
28,049 22 


. 152,844 55 


18,716 66 





FRANK MORRISON, 
Secretary, A. F. of L. 
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LION BRAND 


Condensed Milk 


NOT A CHEAP MILK, but always safe and reliable for 
babies. Guaranteed under the Food and Drug Act, 
June 30, 1906. Serial No. 3269. 


Best for Family Use 
Good today—Tomorrow—All the Time 
ALWAYS THE SAME 


Write for Booklet 
SAVE THE LABELS 








Try a Can Do it Now 
91 HUDSON ST., Dept. W. 








FLEMINC-HARRISBURC 
ENCINES 
For all kinds of service 


HARRISBURG FOUNDRY and MACHINE WORKS 
HARRISBURG, PA. 


GUARANTEED, PATENTS SECURED OR FEE RE- 
TURNED. send model or sketch for free report as to 
ey. Send for finest publications ever issued for 

oe *HOW TO OBTAIN A PATENT,” with 


100 MEC SAS | a" EMENTS d described, and ** WHAT TO INVENT,” 




















containing valuable LIST OF INV ENTIONS ONS WANTED. ia 
ONE MILLION DOLLARS eed free in WORLD'S PROGRESS” Copy frees 


EVANS, WILKENS & CO., 615 F STREET, WASHINGTON, D. C. 





We Issue Surety Bonds Wa. H. STOWELL, Pres. F. A. Srowet, Secy. and Treas. 


THE TITLE GUARANTY & SURETY COMPANY 


HOME OFFICE, SCRANTON, PA., 516 SPRUCE STREET 


pater nagienaetey tf xn Maen mt STOWELL MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


Capital and Jae Over $1,000,000. Agencies in 
ali the Large Cities and Towns, 


New York, N. Y., Fred C. wil- 

liams, Manager, "84William St.; Makers of 

ae a w. F Doyle, ~~ 

sistant Resident Manager, " 

La Salle St.; Seattle, Wash.,Jno. 

R. Scott, General Agent,Bailey Prepared Asphalt Roofings, 

Bldg; Philadelphia, Pa., — 

er Compan Genera Hi 

Agents, pennaytvenla Bidg.; Paint, Cement, Etc. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Ball & Roberts. 

General Agents, Frick Bidg 

Annex; Washington, D. C.,Geo. 

I ay yam ed yy 

g.; San Francisco, Ca an 

F. Carter, Resident Mana er, JERSEY CITY, N. 3. 

Merchants’ Exchange Bldg.; 
Denver, Colu., #. H. Zurflich, Resident Manager, Railway 
Exchange Bldg. ; Kansas City, Mo., L. H. Phister & Co., Gen 
eral Agents, Fidelity Trust Bidg.; Des Moines, lowa, Harve G. 
Badgerow, Resident Manager, Youngerman Bidg.; Louisville, 
Ky. Samuel K. Bland, General Agent, Paul Jones Bldg. Chicago, 47 Market St.; Philadelphia, Master Builders’ Exchange 
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Wright Lumber Company 


LUMBER 


Doors -. Windows - Blinds -. Mouldings 


140-150 WEST THIRTY-EIGHTH STREET 
Telephone, 292-38th Street 


Bet. 7th Ave. and Broadway NEW YORK 


A. Huprec’s Sons 
2 
OLD SETTER BEER 
ue 


161st and Third Avenue NEW YORK 





GELIEN @ COMPANY 
155 Maiden Lane 
NEW YORK 


Anti-Rust Pain ts 
Enamels 


WORKS: 


NEW DURHAM NEW JERSEY 


John Reisenweber, Pres. Frederick D. Fricke, Treas 
Chas. P. Faber, Secy. 


The Excelsior Brewing Co. 


Brewers of 
High-Grade Beers 


227-277 Pulaski Street 
Bottling Department, 227 Pulaski Street 


Office, 254 Hart Street, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Telephone 1558-1559 W’burg. 





Rockport 
Granite Company 


21 Park Row 


Telephone 
6032 Cortlandt 


New York City 


Cie 
CORSETS 


At Leading Retailers 





Strouse, Adler & Company 





The John Eichler Brewing Co. 


Telephone Connection 


LAGER BEER 


Brewery and Bottling Department: 
Third Ave. and 169th Street New York 





SUBSCRIBE FOR THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, 
$1.00 PER YEAR. 





The J. 2M. Haffen Brewing Co. 


Telephone “*71 MELROSE” 


386-398 East 152d Street Corner Melrose Avenue 


NEW YORK 
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Bestest and Sales Office 
170 Broadway 
New York 





HITCHINGS & COMPANY rr? 


(INCORPORATED 1906) 


Designers, Manufacturers anv Builders or Greenhouses 
w ww And Other Horticultural Buildings @ 


Greenhouse Heating and Ventilating Apparatus 
Steam and Hot Water Heating Engineers 


General Offices and Factories 
Spring and Louisa Streets 











y THE WRIERLE PIVETED. STreL Pre wn 


DENVER 


» 
PME 


een i ek-o-Ge) 





Your Spare Time 
Turned Into Money. 





Any wide-awake union man can earn 
money in his spare time by securing 
subscribers for the 


American Federationist 


A few hours’ work in the union hall 
or among his shop mates will give 
surprising results. 

Some of our agents are sending over 
a hundred names as the result of can- 
vassing among their friends during 
odd hours. 

Write to this office for sample copies, 
descriptive booklets and rates of com: 
mission. 











The American Federationist 


SHOULD BE IN EVERY HOME. 


[ 0 C. . “from newsdealers. $1 | 


ear 
by subscription 





MELTZER BROTHERS 


Telephone Call, 184 Williamsburgh 


Lagerbeer Brewery 


185-207 Suydam‘Street 
Between Central and Hamburg Avenues 


BROOKLYN NEW YORK 





The Peerless Machinery Co. 


OFFICES 





Boston, Mass. 
Chicago, Ill. 

St. Louis, Mo. 
Rochester, N. Y. 
New York, N. Y. 
Lynn, Mass. 
Montreal, Can. 


44 Binford Street, Boston 


Telephone, Main 3190 


Boston, Mass. -' -« USA. 
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ROMO-~ 
ELTZE 


CURES 
HEADACHES 
“10 cents < 















SAMUEL SWAN, Prest. W. D. LENT, Vice-Prest. 
CHAS. F. TOWNER, Sec’y and Treas. 


THE 


David B. Crockett Company 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


FINE VARNISH SPECIALTIES 


Earethe —— v 

nal and only 0 ae 
makersintheworld 
of Genuine Spar 
Composition, and 
Nos. 1 and 2 Pre- 
servative. These 
goods we have 
manufactured al- 
most thirty years, 
by a process exclu- 
siv ely our own, and after a formula which is an absolute 
secret known only to this company. As a result we have the 
best materials ever used as Varnishes. We warrant and will 
defend them against all comers. 


h/ 
LINEN CO LLA RS OF LATE YEARS, HOWEVER, 
“—- have taken ety ted Sons spend 4 = 
to bring out numerous imitations which are offered under 
and C UFF S the pion or similar names. 


Avoid all such as they are not in the same class with our Gen- 





“ ARE STAMPED uine Spar a =~ — 1 = 2 pgm nee in any 
: ut respect—and in all pro y will crack, soften, discolor 
Warranted Linen stick, peel, or otherwise ruin interior or exterior finish. 
Please send to us freely for copies of our Architectural 

ARE YOURS? Hand-Book, Sample Boards, or samples of our goods. 


If local dealers can not supply you, send direct to— 


THE DAVID B. CROCKETT COMPANY, 
Bridgeport, Conn., U.S. A. 




















NEW PATTERN WIDE-HEEL BRICK TROWEL 











Best Quality Suits the 
Steel Bricklayer 
Try One 


SEND FOR CATALOG 


Marshalltown Trowel Co., Marshalltown, Iowa. 














a024 


D. 


> 
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HART & CROUSE 
COMPANY 


Royal Boilers 


New York 
Radiators 


BRANCHES: 


NEW YORK - 235 Water Street 
CHICAGO - - 79 Lake Street 
COLUMBUS - Poplar and Henry Streets 
DALLAS - -_ - 659 Elm Street 
MINNEAPOLIS 742 Lumber Exchange 











METAL and 


risrous PACKINGS 


Manufactured by THE 


GARLOCK PACKING CO. 


Main Office and Factory PALMYRA, N.Y. 


Branches: 
Philadelphia New York Baltimore 
San Francisco Boston Buffalo 
New Orleans St. Louis Kansas Cit 
Cleveland Denver Salt Lake City 
Chicago Pittsburg Etc., Etc. 














I. KRAUS 


Manufacturer of 


Banners, Badges and Regalias 


For Balls, Picnics, Societies, Campaign Clubs, 
Parades and Conventions. Flags to Hire. 
All Goods Strictly Union Made. 


Telephone, 1728 Orchard 
125 Clinton St., Opposite Willianasburg Bridge 
New York 





Interlocking Rubber Tiling 








Is noiseless, non-slippery, waterproof, and 
thoroughly sanitary, more durable than stone 
or earthen tiles, elegant in appearance, manu- 
factured in a carefully selected variety of colors. 
Endorsed by the best architects and engineers. 
A perfect floor for business offices, banking 
rooms, court rooms, vestibules, halls, billiard 
rooms, smoking rooms, cafes, libraries, 
churches, hospitals, hotels, bath rooms, 
kitchens, etc. 

Samples, estimates, and special designs fur- 
nished upon application. 


Beware of infringers. Patented. 
Manufactured solely by 


NEW YORK BELTING & PACKING Co., Ltd., 
93 and 93 Chambers St., New York. 














BecKwith-Chandler Co. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


HIGH-GRADE VARNISHES 





NEW YORK 
320 FIFTH AVENUE 


NEWARK, N. J. 
201 EMMETT STREET 





“SAFETY” 
Insulated Wires and Cables 
FOR ALL PURPOSES 


THE SAFETY 
INSULATED WIRE AND CABLE CO. 


Bayonne, N. J. 
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FLORY HOISTING ENGINES 


Adapted for Contractors, Pile Driving, 
Bridge Building, Mines, Quarries, and 
Dredging :: :: Suspension Cableways 





STEAM & 
ELECTRIC 








GET OUR CATALOG AND PRICES 





S. FLORY MFG. CO. :: :: 











Bangor, Pa. 


























Telephone Connection Established 1868 


Nauss Bros. Co. 


Butchers, Poulterers 
and Packers 
MAIN STORES AND OFFICES: 
2289-2291 3d Avenue at 125th Street 
MARKETS: 
3d Ave., between 124th and 125th Streets 


2d Ave., Corner 80th Street 
2d Ave., Corner 5th Street New York 














Maxwell E. More Walter D. Sewell 


Telephone, 46-38th 


M. E. MORE @ CO. 


Fine Interior 
Wood Work 


No. 489 Fifth Avenue 
NEW YORK 


Near Forty-Second Street 





UNION LABEL 


UNITED 
HATTERS 


OF NORTH AMERICA. 


HEN you are buying a FUR HAT, either soft or stiff, 
Ww see io it that the Genuine Union Label is sewed in & 
The Genuine Union Label is perforated on the four 
exactly the same as a postage stamp. Ifa retailer 
loose labels in his possession and offers to put one in a hat 
for you, do not patronize him. Loose labels in retail stores 
are counterfeits. pom gee eg manufacturers are using 

their scab-made 


The 
Co., of Philadeiphia, Pa., is a non-union 
JOHN A. MOFFITT, President. 


MARTIN LAWLOR, Secretary, Orange, N. J. 





1s Waverly Place, New Yerk City. 
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JOHN SIMMONS CO. 


ae 104-110 Centre Street 
New York 


— MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS OF 


PIPE FITTINGS, VALVES 
AND SUPPLIES oO o o 


FOR 


STEAM, GAS, WATER, AND OIL ENGINEERING 














The Very Best Edge Tools Made in America 












IHAM’S 
RELIABLE 
No.22Cold Blast 
LANTERN 


Has an Extra Large 
Fount. 






THE FAMOUS OLD 


“DR. Barton” Brand 


NONE BETTER MADE ANYWHERE 
IN THE WORLD 

For Carpenters, Coopers, Ship Builders, Coach 

Makers, Turners, Butchers, Pump Makers, Wood 

Carvers, Etc., the most complete and extensive 

line of strictly fine and superior edge tools 

made in this country. 


For Sale by First-Class Hardware Dealers 





Holds more oil than 
any other “Cold Blast” 
made. 

Will burn 40 hours 
with one filling. 





It’s a beauty and a 
time saver that has won 

j great favor wherever 
shown. 


If your dealer does not keep them and refuses 
to order them, send to us for catalogue, not 
failing to mention what kind of tools you use, 
as we issue separate catalogues, and state where 


you Saw this “ad.” 
Ask your dealer; tell 


him you want Ham’s, 


Mack & Co. oe . > 4 and take no other. 


1832. 


Brown Race, SOcwester. WY 
Senccooninmets , A TRADE-MARK | C. T. Ham Mf (. T. Ham Mfg. Co. —— 




















Electro-Plating Dynamos, Electrical Instruments and Supplies, 
Voltmeters, Ammeters, and Rheostats. All Chemicals 
for the Electro-Deposition of Metals. Polishing 
Compositions, Wheels and Rouges. 
Polishing Machinery. Cold 
Galvanizing Plants. 


THE HANSON & VAN WINKLE COMPANY 


219-221 Market Street . . Newark, N. J. 
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Established 1860 


AUGUST ROOS’ SON 


Copper Work 





OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 


232 West 27th Street, New York 


Telephone 54 Bushwick 


North American 
Brewing Co. 


ss ss 


Myrtle, Hamburg and Greene Avenues 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 





F. EMKEN, President A. GAUCH, Sec. and Treas 


New York Malt Roasting Co. 


EMKEN CHEMICAL CO., Proprietors 


Roasters of Malt, Corn, etc., for the 
Brewing Trade. 


Sole Manufacturers of Malt Coloring (Pure Extract 
of Roasted Malt). Manufacturers of Sugar 
Coloring, Bisulph of Lime, etc. 


Manufacturers of Aromatic Dextrin Malt. 


Office, 175 South St., Cor. Roosevelt, New York 
Works, 52-86 Hancock Street, Long Island City 


Established 1880 


JOSEPH KAITZ 


MANUFACTURER OF 
Brewers’ Specialties 


Beer Coloring, Pure Muenchener Extract Coloring 
Porterine 
Stamp Paste, Preserving Fluid for Ale and Lager Beer 
Brewers’ Syrup, Pure Shellac Varnish, 
Pitch, etc , etc. 


327-333 Jefferson St., Hoboken, N. J. 





Atlantic Export Co. 


PURCHASERS OF 


Dried Brewers’ 
Grains 


32 Broadway - - - New York 


Away above everything 


“LEWIS 66” 
Whisky 


STRAUSS, PRITZ & COMPANY 


Distillers 


Cincinnati - - - - - Qhio 





Atlantic Brewery 


RUBSAM & HORRMANN 
BREWING CO. 


* 


Stapleton, Staten Island, New York 





Compliments 


of the 


U.S. Malt Co. 


Fe Ht 


237 Broadway -- New York City 





AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST 1023 


THE SUPREME MERIT OF THE 


STEINWAY 


USIC is one of the fine arts; to express it, your piano must be a Work of Art. 
Why attempt musical expression with a mechanical device that looks like a piano, 
but is really something else? 

Steinway Pianos are Works of Art, conceived in an art-atmosphere, wrought by artist- 
workmen, owned and loved by the musicians of the world. 

While other pianos have been commercialized, it is the peculiar merit of the Steinway 
Piano that its art tradition has always been nurtured and maintained as a possession beyond 
price. Your Steinway is more than a piano; it is an Art Work of the first excellence. 

The latest, and in many respects the greatest, triumph of Steinway Art is the Vertegrand 
Piano (an Upright Piano), at $550. Come to see it at Steinway Hall. 


Pianos of all makes taken in exchange. Time payments if desired. Also pianos for rent. 


Steinway @ Sons 


107-109 E. 14th Street 
NEW YORK 





STEINWAY HALL 
SUBWAY EXPRESS STATION AT THE DOOR. 





Federation of Labor 


at DENVER, COLORADO, NOVEMBER 9, 1908? 


The crisp, dry air of the Rocky Mountains is best in November. No more delightful 
journey can be made than to this great resort. 


THE UNION PACIFIC ROUTE 


has been approved by the Federation members both East and West. 


For particulars apply to Agents of the Union Pacific Railroad, or 


R. TENBROECK, General Eastern Agent, 
287 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
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Tne West Lumber & 
Manufacturing Co. 


DEALERS IN 


LUMBER of All Kinds 
Shingles, Lath, Etc., Etc. 








Manufacturers of Doors, Sash, Blinds, 
Mouldings. Turned Work, Packing 
Cases, and Concrete Building Blocks 


Office and Yard: 
Corner River and Hanover Streets 
PLYMOUTH, PA. 
AMBROSE WEST, Proprietor 





2 STOCHINGS 2 


WHEN YOU SPEND YOUR MONEY "| 
Buy the Best, Bearing the Stamp of Lecal 630 








Ask your In order to 
dealer for avoid mis- 

takes in or 
them. If he due, be 
hasn't them sure to give 
send us the distin and 
mung ead correct ad 

dress, and 
we willsend state the size 
them to you of Hose 
by mail. a. 

num! 

— of theshoe o 
paid. the wearer. 








PRICE LIST OF UNION-MADE HOSIERY 
Men's Black, Tan or Slate Color ... ... 6 pairs for $1.00 
Men’s Black with % White Footand Heel, 6 pairs for $1.00 
Ladies’ Black, Tan, White or Slate Color, 6 pairs for $1.00 


Ladies’ Black. with White Feet _............. 6 pairs for $1.00 
Ladies’ Extra Vide Tops, for stout people 6 pairs for $1.00 
Ladies: U. .ed Balbrigan ..................... © pairsfor $1.00 
Misses’ s:ack, Tan or White .................. 6 pairs for $1.00 
ee 6 pairs for $1.00 
Infants’ Black, Tan, Red, Pink,Blue or White 6 prs.for $1.00 
Infants’ Wide Tops, for fat babies........... 6 pairs for $1.00 
Stocking Feet, any size orcolor........... 20 pairs for $1.00 
Unien Hose = :: :: Made by Lecal 630 
a 40000068 2S: 





WILKES-BARRE KNITTING MILLS CO., Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 











UNITED CLOTH HAT AND 
CAP MAKERS 


OF NORTH AMERICA. 


MAIN OFFICE, 66-68 EAST FOURTH STREET 


NEW YORK CITY. 


Loose 
Beware labels 
of in the 
— ore 
Imitation a 
Labels. ers are 
counter- 
feits. 





The only genuine Label indorsed by American 


Federation of Labor and Organized 


Labor in general. 











READING 
HARDWARE CO. 


Makers of 


Builders’ Hardware 
Fine Door Locks 
The “ Ogden” Check 
Gas, Electric and 
Combination Fixtures 





“é Reading oe 
Lawn Mowers 





Landon Design. 
FACTORIES: 


READING, PA. 


NEW YORK, CHICAGO, 
96-98 Reade St. 105 Lake St. 


PHILADELPHIA, 








617 Market St. 





ee, 





| 
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HO, FOR DENVER! 


The Executive Council having chosen the “Burlington” as the “Official 
Route” to the Annual Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, the 


BURLINGTON SPECIAL TRAIN 


for the accommodation of the Executive Council, Delegates and Friends will 


Leave Chicago 11.00 a. m. November 7, via the 
Burlington Route 


arriving Denver 4.00 p. m. the following day. The train will consist 
of high-grade modern Pullman OBSERVATION and sleeping cars, 
baggage and dining cars, and will be electric lighted throughout. 


BERTH RESERVATIONS may be obtained by addressing any Burlington Route agent or H. A. 
Cherrier, City Passenger Agent, C. B. & Q. R. R., 211 Clark St., Chicago, or Frank Morrison, 
Secy., American Federation of Labor, 423 G Street N. W., Washington, D.C. The reduced 
convention rates are available to all delegates and friends attending the Denver convention. 

















Guckenheimer & Bro. Ask Your Dealer 
Pittsburg, Pa. 


FOR 

















Good old Manufactured by 
= “y AMER POUGHKEEPSIE 


QUEEN UNDERMUSLINS CO. 


“‘ Bottled in Bond”’ Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
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In every time belt between New York 
and San Francisco—Eastern, Central, 
Western and Pacific—the Elgin Watch 


is the standard timekeeper. 


Every Elgin Watch is fully guaranteed. All jewelers 
have Elgin Watches. An _ interesting, illustrated 
booklet about watches, sent free on request to 


ELCIN NATIONAL WATCH CO., Elgin, Illinois. 











The Economical Twist Drill 


With a 13-inch “Diamond” High 
Speed Twist Drill, a large Railroad 
drilled in cast steel spiders, 115 holes, 
[3% inches deep, and for the total 
number of 115 holes] they ground off 
only % of an inch from the original 
length of the drill. 

The time for each hole averaged 
four and one-half minutes against 18 
minutes for Carbon Steel Drills. 

It pays to use “Diamond” High 
Speed Twist Drills. 


4 <> 
The Whitman & Barnes 
Mig. Co. 


General Sales Office, CHICAGO, ILL. 








Wiet-Goethe Combination Caliper Gauge 
Every mechanical man should carry one of these in 
his vest pocket. For sale at all leading hardware 
stores or sent direct prepaid, - : - $1.15 
:: :: Write for Free Catalog :: : 
CHICAGO STEEL AND BRASS WORKS 
1704 Fisher Building - - - = Chicago, Ill. 








Rossendale-Reddaway Belting 
@ Hose Co - Newark, N. J. 


Sole Manufacturers in United States of 
The “Camel” Hair Belt 
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TWIST DRILLS se wx Drill SOCKETS 
REAMERS CUTTERS 
TAPS BITS, &c. 


Established 1874 
Incorporated 1904 


The Cleveland Twist Drill Co. 


CLEVELAND NEW YORK CHICAGO 





One Driver for All Screws 
“YANKEE” TOOL No. 65 


Fits any screw from No. 2 to 14. 

Four blades carried in the handle 

/) and quickly changed. Saves 
space and the price of several 
tools. Strong and com- 


seen all our : 4 >. 
Labor - Saving RV. - ‘ z . pact. Two lengths. 
Tools? There are . . A handy driver 


~ 
Have you 


22 kinds. Send for for the box 
our new TOOL BOOK— 

It’s worth having. Full of 

new ideas in time-and-labor- 

saving tools for all classes of mechanics 


A Postal Brings it if you say ‘‘Federationist’’ 


NORTH BROS. MFG. CO., Philadelphia, Pa. 











Ask Your Jeweler for 


$= S.0.BIGNEY 
FB. e0's 


PS WARRANTED Gold-Filled Chains. 
“TRADE MARK - They are Reliable. 


¢ 


Factory: 
3 MAIDEN LANE. ATTLEBORO, MASS. 
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Dinner-Pail Class 


This applies to YOU. You may not carry a 
dinner-pail, but if you are rly paid and dis- 
satisfied, you are no better off than the man who 
does. STEP OUT! 

Here’s your chance to step out of the dinner- 

ail class forever—a chance to move higher—to 

come an expert—to succeed in life. Mark the 
coupon opposite the occupation you prefer and 
have the I.C.S. advise you. There’s no charge 
for this information. 

Thousands of men have, through the help of the 
International Correspondence Schools, advanced 
to better positions, higher salaries and more 
hopeful lives. 

The I. C.S. offers you the same chance. All that 
is required of you is the ability to read and write. 
You can qualify in your spare time, without 
leaving home or losing a day’s work—no matter 
what you do or where you live. 

During March 424 students voluntarily reported 
salary increases and promotions secured wholly 
through I. C. S. training. 

This is your chance to rise—take full advantage 
of it by marking the coupon NOW. 





! 
’ International Correspondence Schools, 
Box 844) SCRANTON, PA. 
| Please explain, without further obligation on my part, 
how I can qualify for a larger salary in the posi- 
tion before which I have marked X 





Mechanical Draftsman 
Telephone Engineer 
Elee. Lighting Supt. 
echan. Engineer 
Plumber & Steam Fitter 
Stationary Engineer 
Civil Engineer 
Building Contractor 
Arehitee’? Draftsman 


Bookkeeper 
Stenographer 
Advertisement Writer 
Show Card Writer 
Window Trimmer 
Commercial Law 
Illustrator 

Civil Service 
Chemist Architect 

Textile Mill Supt, Structural Engineer 
Electrician Banki 








n, 
Elee. Engineer Tsing Ruainecr 




















LUZERNE 


KNITTING MILLS 
PITTSTON, PA. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


HIGH-GRADE 
Knitted Underwear 


IN MEN’S, WOMEN’S, AND 
CHILDREN’S FLAT GOODS 


Also Men’s, Women’s, and Children’s 
Ribbed Underwear inT wo-Piece Gar- 
ments and Men’s and Women’s 
Ribbed Union Suits 











Che Philosophy of Old Nathan 


HEN it comes to the matter of 
underwear buying,a good many 
folks display more energy in 
seeking a low price than they do in trying to 
find something worth while. The Lewis 
garment, for instance, is perfect in fit and 
comfort, and for these reasons will out- 
wear the cheap stuff about sixteen to one. 
‘If folks only knew it, the garments 
that my people make are the only ones 
l ever saw or heard of that completely 
cover the underwear situation, and are by 
heavy odds considerably the cheapest in 
the long run. 
‘*My advice is, buy one Lewis garment 


rather than two of another kind,” 
OLD NATHAN. 














Lewis Knitting Co., Janesville, Wis. 














’ 
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Best for Bread Best in Rising 

Best for Cakes Best in Flavor 

Best for Pastry Best in Color 

Best for your Best in Phos- 
B iheailth phates 


THE ANSTED & BURK CO. 


Makers of Flour for 40 Years 


if your grocer does not handle it, write us 


FOR SALE EVERYWHERE SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 











WEAR 


Carnrick’s 
LACTO-PREPARATA HIRKENDALL’S 


A pure milk infant’s food and 
erfect equivalent for . 
; others’ milk Electric Welt 


Carnrick’s S hoes 
SOLUBLE FOOD 


A milk and cereal food for infants, 
invalids, and dyspeptics ATISFACTORY 
ERVICE 


ZYMOCIDE Guaranteed 


A colorless, non-poisonous liquid 
— F. P. KIRKENDALL & CO. 
MANUFACTURERS 

Reed 2 Carnrick OMAHA 


42 to 46 Germania Avenue 


JERSEY CITY, EEW JERSEY WESTERN MADE FOR WESTERN TRADE 














MAY MANTON PATTERNS 


Have won their way into the best homes in the land, because they are the 
Most Perfect-Fitting Patterns in the Market 


Right in Quality Right in Design Right in Price 
For Sale by Agencies Everywhere All 10 Cents Each 
A Catalogue containing 700 designs, 10c; by mail, 15c. 


MAY MANTON PATTERN COMPANY, 132-142 West 27th St., New York 














AMERICAN FEDERATION:ST 








Wall Ties—Mortar Colors 


Enameled Brick—All Colors 


OMAHA MADE PRESS 


Buff, Grey, Spotted, Impervious, Fire, Pavers, 
Red, Bronze Sidewalk, Iron Spot 


Display Rooms and Office 
330-1-2 Bee Building 


Brick Mantels—Floor Tile 


Hydraulic-Press Brick ompany 


Omaha, Neb. 


If interested write us for prices and 
Samples. Both Phenes 


Roofing Tile—Wall Coping 








THE J. GEO. LEYNER 
Engineering Works Co. 


General Offices and Works, 
Littleton, Colo., U. S. A. 


ce 


Manufacturers of 


Air Compressors 
Water Leyner Drills 
Leyner Stoping Drills 
Leyner Hand Drills 
Leyner Drill Sharpeners 
Steam Hoists 
Electric Hoists 
Cars, Cages, Skips, etc. 


4 


Complete Mining Plants 
Furnished and Installed 








F.W.DeVoe&C. T. Raynolds Co. 


101 and 103 Fulton Street, 
NEW YORK CITY 


Manufacturers of Pure Lead and Zinc 
READY-MIXED PAINTS 


MADE IN 46 SHADES 


Coach, Car, Carriage, 
and Interior Varnishes 


Paints and Varnish Brushes, and all kinds 
of Material and Tools used by Painters 


We have our own “High Standards” of quality 
and do not enter into competition with those 
manufacturers who pay more attention to 
making goods to sell at low prices than they 
do to see how perfectly they can make them. 


Inferior Goods are like Inferior and Under: 
paid Men—DEAR AT ANY PRICE 











KING’S WINDSOR CEMENT 





Plastering Walls and Ceilings 


Elastic in its nature, can be applied with 25 per cent less labor, and has 12% per cent more covering 
capacity than any other similar material. 


j. B. Hing 2 Company 


- No. 1 Broadway, N. Y. 
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Next Time Order 


Seis 
EEE 
BARBAROSSA 


Note the sparkle, life—the delicious, natural flavor—the taste—the 
very life, essence of golden grain and imported hops. 

Note its toning, strengthening qualities. How it braces and builds. 

Note that it will thoroughly agree with you, for it’s well aged and 


matured before bottling. 


The (hristian Moerlein Brewing Go, 


INCORPORATED 


CINCINNATI, O. 














Berry Brothers 


Limited 


ESTABLISHED 1858 


re 


Manufacturers of every grade of 


Varnish and Japan 
FOR EVERY USE KNOWN 


ad 


New York = Philadelphia Chicago St. Louis 
262 PEAR. ST. 26-28 NO. 4TH ST. 48-60 LAKE ST. ‘t2@ 80. 4TH ST. 


Boston Baltimore Gincinnati San Francisco 
aT 


$20 LANTIC AVE 298 HANOVER ST. 490 MAIN ST. 666 HOWARD ST. 


 ] 


Factory and Main Office, DETROIT 
Canadian Factory, Walkerville, Ont. 











American Engine 
Company 
+ 


American Ball Engines 


AND 


Electrical Machinery 


i 


BOUND BROOK, NEW JERSEY 


FRANK H. BALL 
Vice-President and General Manager 


New York Office, 95 Liberty Street 











